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ONLINE TODAY: Experience compelling, in-depth
multimedia reports on news, entertainment and
sports at https://bit.ly/PGinteractives

Supreme Court rules Warhol's creation violated photographer's copyright. STORY, A-4

To view our complete coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic, go to https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/coronavirus

ONLINE TODAY:
Get real-time breaking news
and much more at

Feds
urge
bridge
review
Investigators warn of
‘weathering steel’ issues

By Jonathan D. Salant
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

SEE BRIDGES, PAGE A-8

WASHINGTON — Federal inves-
tigators  on  Thursday  urged  state
and federal transportation officials
to review bridge inspection reports
and  identify  possible  remedies  for
deteriorating  spans  similar  to  the
Fern Hollow Bridge in Pittsburgh,
which collapsed 16 months ago.

The  National  Transportation
Safety Board said the Federal High-
way  Administration  should  de-
velop  procedures  for  bridge  own-
ers  to  correct  problems  on  spans
made  of  what’s  called  “uncoated
weathering steel.”

The  recommendations  were  re-
leased  as  the  safety  board  contin-
ues to investigate the Jan. 28, 2022
collapse of the 447-foot-long bridge,
which came just hours before Pres-
ident Joe Biden visited Pittsburgh
to talk about infrastructure.

Mr. Biden’s bipartisan $1 trillion
infrastructure  law  includes  about
$13.2 billion in federal funding for
Pennsylvania’s  roads  and  bridges
over five years.

No one was killed, but 10 people
were hurt and a natural gas main
was  sheared  on  the  Squirrel  Hill
side of the span, which carries For-
bes Avenue over Frick Park.

“We’ve  got  to  get  on  with  it.
We’ve got to move,” Mr. Biden said
during his visit shortly after, as he
discussed the need to repair the na-
tion’s decaying bridges. “We don’t
need  headlines  saying  that  some-
one  was  killed  when  the  next
bridge collapses.”

Aviary study knocks
bird’s extinct status

SEE BIRD, PAGE A-8

By Mary Ann Thomas
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Matt Unger/Carnegie Museum

A preserved specimen of a female
ivory-billed woodpecker on display
at the Carnegie Museum of Natural
History in Oakland.

The ivory-billed woodpecker is a
gorgeous bird of mystery and peril.

For  centuries,  Native  Ameri-
cans,  settlers,  museum  curators,
hunters and hungry residents dur-
ing  the  Great  Depression  coveted
the  bird  that  lives  in  swampy
Southeastern bottomlands. Then it
disappeared.

Although there have been sight-
ings  in  the  Southeast  in  the  past
two decades, researchers and ama-
teur  birders  continued  to  debate,
sometimes  snarkily,  the  wood-
pecker’s existence.

Now,  after  the  U.S.  Fish  and
Wildlife  Service  paused  its  deci-
sion to declare the critically endan-
gered bird extinct, National Aviary
researchers  have  published  a
study with drone videos and other
suggestive  evidence  to  show  the
bird is living in Louisiana.

On Thursday, the National Avi-
ary in Pittsburgh and independent
researchers  published  a  paper,
“Multiple  Lines  of  Evidence  Sug-
gest  the  Persistence  of  the  Ivory-
billed  Woodpecker  in  Louisiana,”

Lucy Schaly/Post-Gazette
Pittsburgh City Council members interview acting police Chief Larry Scirotto on Thursday at the City-County Building in Downtown. Council could
vote to approve Mr. Scirotto as the city’s next police chief as early as Tuesday.

SEE POLICE, PAGE A-8

By Hallie Lauer
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Acting  Pittsburgh  police  Chief
Larry  Scirotto  wants  to  improve
officers’  relationships  with  com-
munities,  streamline  department
operations  and  shore  up  police
staffing, he said Thursday, as City
Council  began  to  formally  con-
sider  his  nomination  as  Pitts-
burgh’s next top cop.

Mr. Scirotto, who is acting chief
until City Council confirms his ap-
pointment,  said  a  top  priority  is
strengthening  relationships  be-
tween  police  officers  and  the

communities  they  serve.  Part  of
that  comes  from  shifting  officers’
mindsets  from  “warrior”  to
“guardian,” he said.

“For decades we’ve talked about
and  discussed”  the  war  on  crime
and  the  war  on  drugs,  he  told
Council members in a public inter-
view Thursday. “But when should
a police department ever be at war
with  its  community?  We  are
guarding our communities.”

Council  could  vote  to  approve
Mr. Scirotto as police chief as early
as Tuesday.

Mr. Scirotto said he also wants
to  make  changes  to  police  de-

ployments to improve officers’ fo-
cus on community engagement.

Currently,  some  police  are
“community  resource  officers,”
who  often  meet  with  residents  to
discuss  their  concerns.  Mr.  Sci-
rotto wants to eliminate that desig-
nation and make it the responsibil-
ity of all officers.

“When we create these units, it
says to the rest of the rank and file
that  [community  engagement]  is
not  their  responsibility,”  Mr.  Sci-
rotto said.

“They should all be community

Scirotto reveals his top priorities in public interview with City Council
SHIFTING MINDSET

BETTIS A STAR PLAYER FOR BRAIN BANK

SEE BRAIN, PAGE A-2

By Brian Batko
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Johnathan Wright/University of Pittsburgh

Jerome Bettis speaks Thursday at the announcement of the launch of
the National Sports Brain Bank at Petersen Events Center.

Ex-Steeler commits to
donating his brain, joins
research initiative at Pitt

In  his  days  as  a  starting  run-
ning back for the Steelers, Jerome
Bettis benefited from a good lead
blocker.  Now  he  hopes  to  help
pave  the  way  for  future  athletes
across all contact sports, even be-
yond football.

Mr.  Bettis  was  in  Oakland  for
Thursday’s announcement of the
National  Sports  Brain  Bank,  a
long-in-the-making  initiative
spearheaded by the University of
Pittsburgh.

In a city where much work has
been done to advance the research
of  concussions  and chronic  trau-
matic  encephalopathy,  those  on
the ground floor  of  this  program
believe this to be a watershed mo-
ment  in  building  the  foundation

for  a  better  understanding  of
brain injuries and their complex
connection to sport — football, es-
pecially.

The  NSBB  seeks  pledges  from

those  willing  to  donate  their
brains and participate in a longi-
tudinal study so that researchers

“... when should a
police department
ever be at war with
its community? We
are guarding our
communities.”
— acting Pittsburgh police

Chief Larry Scirotto
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