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Two familiar Cumberland Street
businesses have new owners. 

One’s in the family, and the other
shares a family name. 

Wertz Candies, a staple of the down-
town Lebanon area for decades, offi�cial-
ly changed hands from the original
Wertz family, to Lindsay and Rob Wertz.
While not related to the original candy-
selling Wertzes, their roots run right
around the corner, at Chestnut Street,
where Rob’s father started Wertz Orth-
odontics, now operated by the two. 

“I can remember, I went to St. Mary’s
when it was the Catholic school over
here,” Rob Wertz said. “I can remember

my mom picking us up and walking to
my dad’s offi�ce. These stores, we were
always coming by and stopping at Wertz
Candies sometimes. Even going back
and picking out a piñata when you were
10 or 11, they used to have them here, I
can remember doing that.

“We were in and out of this place
growing up, there’s kind of that nostal-
gic element to it.” 

Lindsay Wertz recalled her grand-
mother, who worked at a dress shop in
the city, would bring home candy from
Wertz Candies as a treat. 

The decision to buy the shop was
partly because of their fond memories
of the store, wanting to preserve a piece
of Lebanon history, and partly because
of the shared name.

“Everywhere we went, since we’re

married, we’d always get the question,
‘Are you the orthodontist or the candy-
maker?,” Lindsay Wertz said. “And so
we kind of always jokingly said that if
it ever went for sale we’d be interested,
not realizing that it could actually hap-
pen.”

Two Cumberland Street
favorites get new owners

Lindsay and Rob Wertz took over Wertz Candies on April 14. PHOTOS BY DANIEL LARLHAM JR./DAILY NEWS

Wertz Candies, Gus Deraco’s to continue
on thanks in part to building’s purchase
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HIROSHIMA, Japan – World lead-
ers landed Thursday for a Group of
Seven meeting in Hiroshima, the site
of the world’s fi�rst atomic bomb at-
tack, with Russia’s war in Ukraine ex-
pected to be high on the agenda. 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida kicked off� his summit diplo-
macy by meeting with U.S. President
Joe Biden after his arrival at a nearby
military base. He was due to hold talks
with British Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak a 
bit later in the day, before the three-
day gathering of leaders of the world’s
wealthy democracies opens on Friday. 

The Japan-U.S. alliance is the “very
foundation of peace and security in
the Indo-Pacifi�c region,” Kishida told
Biden in opening remarks. 

“We very much welcome that the
cooperation has evolved in leaps and
bounds,” he said.

Biden said: “When our countries
stand together, we stand stronger, and
I believe the whole world is safer when
we do.” 

The U.S. president exited Air Force
One and briefl�y greeted troops at near-
by Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. 

As G-7 attendees made their way to
Hiroshima, Moscow unleashed yet an-
other aerial attack on the Ukrainian
capital. Loud explosions thundered
through Kyiv during the early hours,
marking the ninth time this month
that Russian air raids have targeted
the city after weeks of relative quiet. 

“The crisis in Ukraine: I’m sure
that’s what the conversation is going
to start with,” said Matthew P. Good-
man, senior vice president for eco-
nomics at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

Speaking to reporters aboard Air
Force One, Jake Sullivan, the White
House national security adviser, said
there will be “discussions about the
battlefi�eld” in Ukraine and on the 

G7 leaders
meet in
Hiroshima 
Will discuss Ukraine,
China’s military buildup 
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Fewer Americans applied for jobless
benefi�ts last week following a previous
spike that many analysts took as a sign
that higher interest rates were fi�nally
cooling the labor market.

It turns out the recent jump in jobless
benefi�t applications was largely due to
fraudulent applications in Massachu-

setts, where claims fell this week by
more than 14,000 from the previous
week, analysts said.

U.S. applications for jobless claims
for the week ending May 13 fell by
22,000 to 242,000, from 264,000 the
week before, the Labor Department re-
ported Thursday. The weekly claims
numbers are broadly representative of
the number of U.S. layoff�s.

While news of the fraudulent Massa-

chusetts numbers made the hand-
wringing over last week’s jump in
claims seem overblown, economists
still expect a slow uptick in layoff�s in the
second half of 2023.

“We expect jobless claims will re-
sume their upward trend as the econo-
my weakens and enters a mild recession
in the second half of the year, and as
layoff�s become more widespread,”
wrote Nancy Vanden Houten, econo-

mist at Oxford Economics.
The four-week moving average of

claims, which fl�attens some of the
week-to-week fl�uctuations, ticked
down by 1,000 to 244,250. Analysts
have pointed to a sustained increase in
the four-week averages as a sign that
layoff�s are accelerating, but are reluc-
tant to predict that a spike in layoff�s is 

Fewer Americans claim unemployment benefi�ts
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Lottery lined up once again
for the NBA, San Antonio
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Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been awarded 
the Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval for 16 straight years.Say goodbye to

20% Thicker 
Aluminum

One-Piece 
System

Liquid 
Adhesion

20% off total purchase**

Does not include cost of material.
**Offer valid from 5/1/2023 until 5/31/2023. Minimum purchase required. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are 
not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or 
entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-
home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price 
adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined 
with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon, and/or offer. This 
promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion 

at any time without notice.

Gus Deraco’s announced in March
that they were looking for a new
owner. 


