
First assistant prosecutor 

vows he’ll appeal decision 

to remove him. McVey won’t 

take deal, his lawyer says.

Rudy Miller   For The Express-Times

Warren County’s first assistant prosecu-
tor said Thursday he’ll appeal a decision 
removing him as the prosecutor of former 
Phillipsburg councilman Frank McVey.

First Assistant Prosecutor Anthony 
Robinson said he has the backing of the 
state Attorney General’s office. Robinson 
insists there will be no conflict of interest 
if he handles the blackmail case against 
McVey.

The attorney for McVey, meanwhile, has 

turned down a deal that would expunge 
McVey’s record and allow him to enter a 
pretrial intervention program. Attorney 
Michael Critchley says the charges are 
politically motivated and McVey deserves 
complete vindication. He said Thursday 
that Robinson should dismiss the charges, 
not prosecute them.

Investigators allege McVey in 2020 
threatened to blackmail Mayor Todd Ter-
signi so that the mayor would be unable 
to carry out his elected duties without 
first getting McVey’s approval. McVey is 
charged with second-degree official mis-
conduct, second-degree pattern of official 
misconduct and fourth-degree criminal 
coercion after a grand jury dismissed two 
additional counts.

Somerset County Judge Peter J. Tober 
ruled in February that no one from War-
ren County Prosecutor Jim Pfeiffer’s office 
should prosecute Tersigni because Pfeiffer 

represented Tersigni as a private client 
more than 10 years ago. Pfeiffer says he 
can avoid any potential conflict of inter-
est by walling himself off from the case 
and allowing Robinson to handle it uni-
laterally.

Robinson submitted a letter to Tober 
from the acting chief of prosecutors with 
the New Jersey Attorney General’s Office 
that says it’s appropriate for Robinson to 
keep the case.

In a ruling on May 8, Tober said he 
won’t change his mind. His ruling taking 
the Warren County Prosecutor’s Office off 
the case stands.

Robinson said he’ll fight that decision 
before the state’s appellate division. He 
said the attorney general’s office deter-
mines whether there’s a conflict of inter-
est, not a Superior Court judge.

“The judge is wrong on the law. He’s

LEHIGH VALLEY INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Pulling hard for Special Olympics

Athletes and supporters with Special Olympics Pennsylvania — Greater Lehigh Valley Pocono Region tug 

together Thursday at Lehigh Valley International Airport to demonstrate the Lehigh Valley Plane Pull, a new 

fundraiser set for Oct. 7. The event at the Hanover Township, Lehigh County, airport will feature teams of 25 com-

peting to see who can pull a FedEx Airbus A300 12 feet the fastest. Those interested can visit specialolympicspa.

org to learn more and register a team to benefit Special Olympics Pennsylvania.    Kurt Bresswein, for The Express-Times

But officials did not indicate 

whether the divisive issue 

would be brought up again.

Kurt Bresswein   For The Express-Times

A proposal to further expand Bethle-
hem Landfill is officially on hold, follow-
ing a judge’s ruling last week that tossed 
the Lower Saucon Township ordinance 
making the expansion a possibility.

The township council met behind 
closed doors Wednesday night for a dis-
cussion on the matter then decided with-
out dissent against appealing Northamp-
ton County Judge Abraham Kassis’ 
decision to throw out Ordinance 2022-02 
on technical grounds.

Citing procedural problems, Kassis 
invalidated the measure passed 3-2 by 
council during a contentious Christmas 
week meeting Dec. 21. Wednesday’s 4-0 
vote was based on a motion by council 
President Jason Banonis; Councilman 
Thomas Carocci was absent.

Residents had challenged the ordi-
nance in both Northampton County 
Court and before the township zoning 
hearing board, with the zoning board 
deciding not to hear the challenge. The 
opponents’ attorney, Gary Asteak, called 
Kassis’ ruling “a huge victory for all of 
those who oppose the expansion of the 
Bethlehem Landfill.”

The overturned ordinance permitted 
the landfill land use on 275.7 acres adja-
cent to Bethlehem Landfill, 2335 Apple-
butter Road. The change also allowed 
the landfill to expand by conditional use 
rather than as a special exception, put-
ting the decision whether to permit an 
expansion before the township council 
rather than the zoning hearing board.

Council members in February hired a 
special officer to conduct the conditional 
use hearing and bring back a recommen-
dation on approval or denial, at an hourly 
cost of $200. The hearing commenced 
Feb. 27 and was continued through May 5.

LOWER SAUCON TWP.

Council won’t 
fight rejection 
of rezoning 
for landfill

ELECTION 2024

Confident campaign
President Joe Biden’s reelection 
campaign is vowing to hold the states 
that won him the White House in 2020 
and also compete in places it lost.   A7

BRIDGE SAFETY

Warning issued
The NTSB investigation of the 2022 
collapse of a Pittsburgh bridge led it 
to urged authorities to examine spans 
made with the same type of steel.   A8

PHILLIPSBURG

Sides hold firm in ex-councilman’s blackmail case
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AFTER ENDURING A NEARLY 10-MONTH 
DETAINMENT IN RUSSIA, PHOENIX 
MERCURY STAR BRITTNEY GRINER WILL 
BE ON THE COURT WHEN THE WNBA 
SEASON GETS UNDERWAY TODAY.   C4

BG IS
BACK

SEE LOWER SAUCON, A2

SEE MCVEY, A2
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NEED EXTRA INCOME?

Deliver newspapers as an  

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR.
Earn up to $1,000/mo., plus tips with NO collections.

Must be at least 18 years of age or older. Applicant’s name MUST appear on the proof of 
insurance! If interested, please call 610-820-6604 for more information.

Early Morning Carrier Needed 
in the 

Bethlehem, Hellertown, Bath Areas


