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Remember when exorbitant egg
prices took over the internet and the
household staple became a rationed del-
icacy? 

Well, the tides have fi�nally turned, and
high egg prices are starting to crack. 

As of April 26, wholesale prices of eggs
— the amount retailers pay to egg distrib-

utors — were at $1.22. By last week, they
descended to 94 cents for Midwest large
eggs — the benchmark for eggs sold in
their shells —according to Urner Barry, a
market research fi�rm. 

These prices come as a stark contrast
to the $5.46 record high in December, fol-
lowed by a price point of $4.25 in January
and $3.54 around Easter, according to
Business Insider. 

In total, prices have decreased by 78%
in about fi�ve months. 

Why were egg prices high? 

Egg prices initially increased due to
avian infl�uenza, which severely impact-
ed chicken farmers in 2022 and aff�ected
58 million birds across 47 states, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. 

Avian fl�u spreads quickly and has a
mortality rate in chickens of 90% to 

Why are egg 
prices dropping? 

A Trader Joe’s employee stocks eggs before the store’s opening in 2021. DAMIAN GILETTO/DELAWARE NEWS JOURNAL

Krys'tal Griffin
Delaware News Journal
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See EGGS, Page 5A

One of Mother Nature’s miracles is
happening now across the state.

Deer and other animals are giving
birth to the cutest of critters.

On Friday night, just about an hour
after I mowed my lawn, I looked out the
window and saw a fawn resting on the
freshly cut grass. She couldn’t have
been more than a few days old.

For perspective, my wife and I live
along an old country road next to a
farmer’s fi�eld. The fawn was spending
time on the short grass while her mom-
ma and another doe fed heavily on the
farmer’s nice hay fi�eld.

With the binoculars and my camera,
we were able to watch the newborn lay
quietly, just waiting and resting for
hours until it was time for the young
family to go on their way. With the fawn

being so young, it makes sense for it to
rest most of the day. There’s no way it
could keep up with the walking speed
of its mother’s legs.

Fortunately, midway through the
evening, the deer were reunited.

The Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion off�ers guidance to people regard-
ing these incredible encounters with
young animals.

Adult animals often leave their
young while they forage for food, but
they don’t go far and they do return. The
agency reports wildlife often rely on a
natural defensive tactic called the “hid-
er strategy,” where young animals will
remain motionless and “hide” in sur-
rounding cover while adults draw the
attention of potential predators or oth-
er intruders away from their young.

When the mothers are out recharg-
ing their energy supply away from their
young, the deer fawns sometimes are
assumed by the public to be abandoned

when, in fact, their mothers are nearby.
The fawn stayed in our yard for close to
10 hours while the mother fed in the
fi�eld throughout the night.

The Game Commission urges every-
one to resist the urge to interfere with
young wildlife or remove any wild ani-
mal from its natural setting. My advice 

Spring time is known for fawns,
baby raccoons and rabbits
Brian Whipkey
Pennsylvania Outdoors 

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPRING, Page 3A

12 individuals and 2 relays
earn D5 track and fi�eld gold
SPORTS, 1B

JERUSALEM – Thousands of Jew-
ish nationalists, some of them chant-
ing “Death to Arabs” and other racist
slogans, paraded on Thursday through
the main Palestinian thoroughfare of
Jerusalem’s Old City, in an annual dis-
play that caused new friction between
Jews and Palestinians in the tense city. 

The marchers, who were over-
whelmingly male Orthodox teens and
young men, were celebrating Jerusa-
lem Day, which marks Israel’s capture
of the Old City 56 years ago. The Pales-
tinians see the event as a provocation.
Two years ago, the parade helped fuel
an 11-day war between Israel and Ha-
mas militants in the Gaza Strip.

Throughout the afternoon, dozens
of groups hoisting blue and white Is-
raeli fl�ags streamed through Damas-
cus Gate – the entry to the area’s Mus-
lim Quarter – as they made their way
across the Old City to the Western
Wall, the holiest site where Jews can
pray. The area is normally bustling on
Thursday afternoons with Palestin-
ians doing their errands ahead of the
weekend.

The boisterous crowds danced and
chanted Jewish religious songs out-
side Damascus Gate as scores of Israeli
police stood guard. In several cases,
groups chanted slogans such as
“Death to Arabs,” “Mohammed Is
Dead” and “Burn Your Village” as they
stared at Palestinian onlookers. Some
of the youths wore clothing identifying
themselves as members of Lehava – a
far-right Jewish supremacist group
that opposes assimilation or romantic
relationships between Jews and Pal-
estinians.

Israeli police, who had said that vio-
lence and incitement would not be tol-
erated, kept the sides apart but did lit-
tle to stop the chants. Palestinian busi-
nesses were either shuttered or empty,
and marchers occasionally threw wa-
ter bottles at nearby journalists, elic-
iting cheers from the crowd.

More than 2,500 police were
deployed for the parade, many of them
standing outside Damascus Gate.

Jerusalem Day is meant to celebrate
Israel’s capture of east Jerusalem, in-
cluding the Old City and its holy sites,
in the 1967 Mideast war. Israel 

See TAUNTS, Page 5A

Israelis on
march taunt
Palestinians 
Annual Jerusalem Day
event ramps up tensions

Ilan Ben Zion
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Protesters throw back tear gas
grenades fi�red by Israel to clear them
during a Palestinian demonstration
along the border east of Gaza City,
Gaza Strip, on Thursday in response
to the annual Israeli flag march
marking Jerusalem Day.
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A fawn rests on a lawn the evening of
May 12 in Somerset County. Its mother
and another doe were feeding in a fi�eld
about 70 yards away. Fawns are born in
May and spend many hours of their
fi�rst days by themselves sleeping and
resting while their fragile bodies grow.
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