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By Saleem Shahid and Behram Baloch 

MAND-PISHIN (Pakistan-Iran 
Border): Top leaders of Pakistan and Iran 
inaugurated the first border market and 
an electricity transmission line on 
Thursday as relations warm between the 
two countries.

Located in the remote village of 
Balochistan’s Mand town, the market-
place is the first of six to be constructed 
along the Pakistan-Iran border under a 
2012 agreement signed by the two sides.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi also 
inaugurated the Gabd-Polan power 
transmission line, under which Iran will 
supply 100 megawatts of electricity 
daily to Gwadar. 

State-run APP reported that the line 
would play a pivotal role in meeting the 
energy needs of the region — including 
households and businesses — by bring-
ing in additional electricity from Iran.

In an interview with Iran’s official news 
agency IRNA, the premier stressed the 
importance of enhanced cooperation with 
Tehran, saying the energy projects and 
border markets showed how vital friend-
ship was between the two countries.

The prime minister said Pakistan and 
Iran were brotherly countries bound by 
deep-rooted religious, cultural, and lin-
guistic ties. “Both our governments are 
collaborating closely for the betterment 
and socio-economic uplift of our peo-
ples,” he said.

Mr Sharif said the Mand-Pishin bor-
der marketplace and the Gabd-Polan 
electricity project were “tangible mani-
festations” of this resolve. They would 
also serve as a stepping stone for greater 
cooperation between the two countries, 
especially economic one, he added.

According to Information Minister 
Marriyum Aurangzeb, the project had 
been pending since 2009 and was now 

completed in a record time of four months.
She expressed a hope the project 

would unleash development, trade, busi-
ness and employment opportunities con-
tributing to the prosperity of the people 
of Gwadar and the rest of Balochistan.

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, Power Minister Khurram 
Dastgir, Information Minister 
Aurangzeb, Balochistan Chief Minister 
Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo and senior offi-
cials of both countries were present at 
the inaugural ceremony of both projects.

Border markets

The Mand-Pishin border sustenance 
market is expected to increase trade 
with Iran, helping local businesses find 
new opportunities. This is one of the six 

border markets which will be con-
structed along the Iranian border.

Prime Minister Sharif and President 
Raisi also planted a sapling on the prem-
ises of the border market as a symbolic 
gesture to take the bilateral relationship 
to greater heights.

In the meeting, Mr Sharif, sitting next 
to Mr Raisi, assured him that Pakistan 
would do its best to improve security 
along the Iranian border. The prime min-
ister extended an invitation to President 
Raisi, which he accepted.

The premier told the gathering that he 
had discussed solar energy cooperation 
between the two countries during his 
meeting with President Raisi earlier on 
Thursday. He said delegations from both 
sides would visit each other to work out 
solar energy projects.

In his address, Mr Raisi said Iran 
desired to enhance cooperation with  

Shehbaz, Raisi 
electrify ties with 
power, trade plans
• Tehran to supply 100MW electricity to Gwadar 
• First of six border markets inaugurated
• PM hopes two projects will lead to greater cooperation
• Both sides agree to speed up work on free trade accord
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By Asif Chaudhry 

LAHORE: As the 24-hour 
deadline given by the Punjab gov-
ernment to Imran Khan to hand 
over the alleged 30-40 terrorists 
hiding in his house ended at 2pm 
on Thursday, the Lahore police 
received no order to launch the 
proposed operation till late in 
night.

On the other hand, provincial 
caretaker Information Minister 
Amir Mir said police would send a 
‘delegation’ to search Mr Khan’s 
residence on Friday (today), 
Dawn.com reported.

Police authorities were making 
desperate attempts to avoid 
media queries about the factors 
leading to the delay in the opera-
tion. 

“No decision has yet been 

taken to launch police operation 
for the arrest of suspects from the 
residence of the PTI chief,” 
Punjab police chief Dr Usman 

Anwar told Dawn at 10pm.
Besides, police claimed to have 

arrested eight suspects, wanted 
in connection with violence on 
May 9, when they were fleeing Mr 
Khan’s residence. 

Mr Mir, in a statement, said 

these ‘terrorists’ were involved  
in the attack on the Corps  
Comm ander House in Lahore on 
May 9.

“The police have arrested eight 
suspects when they were trying to 
flee the PTI chairman’s resi-
dence,” SP Hasan Javid con-
firmed to media persons outside 
Zaman Park. 

He said the suspects would be 
interrogated in cases lodged by 
the police pertaining to attacks 
on military installations and 
other properties.

Police had credible informa-
tion that some 30 to 40 suspects 
involved in violent attacks were 
hiding at Mr Khan’s residence, 
the SP claimed. Following the 
intelligence and other reports, 
the police had raised security  

Lahore tense as uncertainty  
hangs over operation
• Caretaker minister says eight suspects captured while trying to flee   
• Police under pressure as road blockades near Zaman Park irk citizens
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FO says country is proud 
of its religious diversity, 
pluralistic social fabric; 
killing of Palestinians 
condemned

By Iftikhar A. Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office 
on Thursday rejected as baseless 
assertions made about Pakistan in 
the International Religious Freedom 
Report released by the US 
Department of State. 

“Such ill-informed reporting exer-
cises about internal affairs of sover-
eign states are pointless, irresponsi-
ble and counterproductive,” Foreign 

Office spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra 
Baloch told a press briefing.

She said Pakistan is proud of its 
religious diversity and pluralistic 
social fabric. She pointed out that 
the country’s Constitution has set a 
robust framework for wide-ranging 
legal policy and affirmative meas-
ures to safeguard and advance the 
rights and freedoms of all Pakistanis 
irrespective of their faith.

“These rights and constitutional 
guarantees are protected, upheld 
and reinforced by an independent 
judiciary. We strongly believe  
that each state itself has the  
primary responsibility to promote 
and protect religious rights and 
freedoms of its nationals,” she 
emphasised.

The spokesperson said Pakis tan 
had always engaged constructively 

with the international community in 
promoting mutual understanding on 
the important question of religious 
freedom and minority rights. In its 
interactions, including with the 

United States, Pakistan has raised 
serious concerns about the steady 
surge in anti-Muslim hatred, racism 
and Islamophobia.

“We hope to work with interna-
tional partners to counter these  
pernicious forms of religious  

intolerance, discrimination and 
Islamophobia,” she said. 

Unrest in Gaza

Ms Baloch said Pakistan had been 
closely following developments in 
Gaza and other occupied Palestinian 
territories and it was concerned 
about the impact of violence on civil-
ians.

She condemned the loss of pre-
cious lives of 33 Palestinians, includ-
ing women and children, over the 
last several days. She called on 
Israel to adhere to its international 
obligations and respect the recent 
ceasefire agreement, ending days of 
bloodshed and indiscriminate use of 
force in Gaza by Israeli occupation 
forces.

“Pakistan reaffirms its unstinted 
support for the Palestinian cause 

and renews its call for a viable, inde-
pendent and contiguous Palestinian 
state, with pre-1967 borders and 
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital as 
the only just, comprehensive and 
lasting solution of the Palestinian 
question, in accordance with the rel-
evant United Nations and OIC resolu-
tions,” she said.

Situation in India-held Kashmir

The spokesperson welcomed the 
important statement made by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Minority 
Affairs, Dr Fernand de Varennes, 
on the situation in India-held 
Kashmir. 

In his statement, the Special 
Rapporteur warned against Indian 
plans to hold the G-20 Tourism  

Pakistan rejects US report on religious freedom
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Xi hails ‘new 
era’ of ties 
with C. Asia
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping hails a ‘new era’ of 
ties with Central Asia, 
kicking off a summit Beijing 
hopes will deepen relations 
with the strategically vital 
region. Beijing has said this 
week’s meeting, held in the 
ancient Chinese city of 
Xi’an, is of ‘milestone 
significance’. And in a 
speech to the region’s 
leaders at a welcoming 
banquet, Xi said 
strengthening ties was a 
‘strategic choice’. Page 10

NTDC held 
responsible 
for blackout
A six-man investigation 
committee of the power 
regulator Nepra has held 
the National Transmission 
and Despatch Company 
(NTDC) responsible for the 
national power breakdown 
in October last year. The 
panel criticised the NTDC 
for using old and tampered 
conductors and inordinate 
delays in completing a 
dedicated 2,200MW 
transmission line of newly 
energised nuclear power 
plants.  Page 9
 

Trade with Iran: Editorial on 
Page 6

Caretakers present 
‘evidence’ to ECP team: 
Page 2  
Fazl backs arsonists’ trial  
in mly courts, rejects  
talks: Page 3  
Money talks: Editorial  
on Page 6

PAC seeks details of steps 
taken to counter foreign 
‘propaganda’: Page 3  
66 US lawmakers urge Blinken 
to push for ‘democracy’ in  
Pakistan: Page 12

IRANIAN President Dr Ebrahim Raisi shakes hands with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif at Mand-Pishin joint 
border market, on Thursday.—APP

Dawn Report

BAJAUR: Five suspe-
cted militants were killed 
and a soldier was martyred 
in clashes in North 
Waziristan and Bajaur on 
Thursday. In Peshawar, 
one person died when a 
bomb went off in the city’s 
Pishtakhara area.

The first clash between 
security forces and the 
militants took place in the 
Eidak area of North 
Waziri stan when three 
accused were being 
shifted from Miramshah 
to Bannu, according to 
official sources.

The convoy of security 
forces, including the 
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) of police, was 
attacked by militants with 
heavy weapons.

They said security 
forces repulsed the attack 
and four militants, includ-
ing the three who were 
under custody, were killed.

During the second clash 
in Bajaur’s Loesam area, 
one militant was gunned 
down, the military’s media 
wing said, adding that a 
sepoy embraced martyr-
dom in the fighting.

A statement issued by 
the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said that 
during the intense exch-
ange of fire, 23-year-old 
Sepoy Shafiqur Rehman, 
a resident of Dera Ismail 
Khan district, having fou-
ght gallantly, embraced 
martyrdom.

Following the gun bat-
tle, a sanitisation was 
launched in the area to 
“eliminate any remaining 
militant,” the ISPR added.

Bomb explosion

In the Pishtakhara area 
of Peshawar, one person  

Sepoy 
martyred 
in Bajaur 
gunfight
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Hidayat, who was 
arrested from 
court premises, 
given relief by SC

By Nasir Iqbal

ISLAMABAD: Gwadar 
rights movement leader 
Maulana Hidayatur Reh-
man, arrested in mid-Janu-
ary from court premises, 
was granted bail on Thur-
sday after the Supreme 
Court ordered his release.

Maulana Rehman — 
who heads the Haq Do 
Tehreek (HDT) and is 
Jamaat-i-Islami’s general 
secretary in Balochistan 
— was apprehended after 
a second wave of protests 
last year in the port city 
against illegal trawling in 
Gwadar’s waters, ubiqui-
tous security checkpoints 
and a lack of trade on the 
Pakistan-Iran border.

He was arrested on Jan 
13 over charges stemming 
from the killing of a 
policeman by unidenti-
fied assailants a month 
ago during the protests 
held by HDT supporters 

in December.
A three-member bench 

of the Supreme Court took 
up his appeal after the 
Balochistan High Court 
rejected his bail in 
February.

The top court’s bench — 
headed by Justice Sardar 
Tariq Masood and also 
comprising Justice 
Aminuddin Khan and 
Justice Muhammad Ali 
Mazhar — granted him 
bail against two surety 
bonds of Rs300,000 each.

After his arrest, the 
HDT chief was handed 
over to the Crimes Branch 
police on physical remand 

by an anti-terrorism court.
His arrest triggered 

protests in various parts of 
Gwadar. His supporters 
issued a warning last 
month that more demon-
strations would follow if 
he was not acquitted.

When Maulana 
Rehman’s counsel told the 
court on Thursday that his 
client was apprehended 
from the court premises, 
Justice Masood wondered 
why the arrest had not 
been challenged before.

In response, the counsel 
explained that at the time 
of the incident, the 
Supreme Court had not yet 
ordered that an arrest 
made within the premises 
would be considered 
unlawful — a rule decided 
after PTI chief Imran 
Khan was arrested from 
the Islamabad High 
Court’s premises last week.

However, the prosecu-
tion argued against grant-
ing bail to Maulana 
Rehman until the judicial 
proceedings of the main 
suspect, Majid Johar, were 
concluded.

According to allega-
tions, Mr Johar allegedly  

‘Haq Do Tehreek’ leader 
gets bail after four months
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MAULANA Hidayatur 
Reh man

By Mansoor Malik and 
Zulqernain Tahir

LAHORE: PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan on Thursday con-
demned the attack on army instal-
lations and said PDM wanted to 
eliminate PTI from mainstream 
politics by pitting the army 
against the opposition party.

As authorities cranked up the 
crackdown on PTI in the wake of 
the violence that took place on 
May 9, the former prime minister 
said his party had got “no con-
flict” with the establishment.

At his maiden press conference 
following his arrest that provoked 
countrywide riots, the former pre-
mier said he was not holding any 
dialogue with anyone because he 
had made it clear that “talks will 
be held on the issue of elections 
only, nothing else”. 

“I have no conflict with the 
other side (establishment), but I 
do not know why they are annoyed 
with me,” the PTI chairman said 
in response to a question.

He reiterated his allegations 
that PDM was conspiring to elim-

inate PTI with the help of the 
military and said this move was 
dangerous for the country as it 
may result in the same circum-
stances which resulted in the dis-
memberment of Pakistan in 1971. 
“If anyone fights against its army, 
the country will be defeated,” he 
said.

The former premier also talked 
about desertions within his party 

and sympathised with the leaders 
who quit the PTI “under pressure” 
in the wake of the crackdown. 

Malik Amin Aslam was the 
latest to bid adieu to Imran’s 
party on Thursday. Mr Khan said 
he was not sure if he would 
accept these leaders back into 
the party fold.

However, the PTI chairman 
commended the party leaders 
who remained steadfast and said 

the “nation will remember them 
for not bowing to pressure tac-
tics”. “When I am not deterred by 
two assassination attempts, I will 
not give any consideration to any 
pressure tactics and keep on 
standing for the cause of Haqeeqi 
Azadi even if left alone,” he 
declared.

‘Thorough probe’ 

While condemning the attack 
on army installations, including 
the Corps Commander House in 
Lahore, Mr Khan demanded a 
thorough probe by an independ-
ent commission into the riots that 
took place on May 9. 

“I can foretell that any fair 
investigation will reveal that the 
attacks were part of a planned 
conspiracy,” he alleged and 
claimed that his party would pro-
vide evidence to the commission 
to corroborate its claims. 

The government must provide 
CCTV footage, he said, while call-
ing out the police and soldiers for 
their failure to stop the rioters. 

“PTI Central Punjab President  

Imran condemns attack on 
army installations, seeks probe 
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• Says he got no beef with establishment, sympathises with comrades 
who quit PTI ‘under pressure’  • Skips NAB hearing in Al Qadir case

Three more PTI leaders 
jump ship over May 9 
violence: Page 3  
SCBA condemns riots, seeks 
‘impartial’ inquiry: Page 12


