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Portland leaders Wednesday scaled back or temporar-
ily paused a series of fee and utility rate hikes planned 
for next year during a City Council meeting that crackled 
with fiery rebukes and led to one city commissioner vot-
ing against Mayor Ted Wheeler’s entire proposed bud-
get.

The deliberations over whether to tame water and 
sewage rates, parking meter fees and development sur-
charges to the tune of about $22 million — a fraction 
of the budget’s more than $7 billion total price tag — at 
times offered competing visions for how best to restore a 
restive public’s dwindling faith in city government.

Provide a modest gesture of financial relief? Or avoid 
potential cuts to services and infrastructure projects at 
all costs?

The debate in council chambers came days after 
Wheeler announced he would seek a one-year freeze on 
rate and fee increases as a means to assuage households 
and businesses that he says are reeling from the region’s 
“collective tax burden.”

“If somebody doesn’t take the lead, nobody is going to 
take the lead,” said the mayor, who last week implored 
other local jurisdictions and public utilities to join him. 
“We’re steamrolling families in our community, and 
they’re making choices to live and play and work else-
where.”
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Portland slashes 
rate hikes, OKs 
$7.1B budget

SPORTS

What to do 
with No. 3 pick
The Blazers face a tough 
decision before the NBA 
draft: trade or keep their 
pick. If they do draft one 
of the top prospects, 
could Damian Lillard 
co-exist with another 
undersized guard in 
Scoot Henderson?   B1

A&E

Summer 
events guide
Old favorites are 
returning full-force and 
a few new events will 
compete for your time. 
Open up that calendar 
app and make a list of 
your favorites so you 
don’t miss them.   A&E6

Between July 2020 and July 2022, Portland lost 2.8% of its population. The city now 
has just over 635,000 residents, according to census data.   Dave Killen, staff
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Census: Portland 
population shrinks
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Portland has shed more than 18,200 residents 
between the pandemic’s onset and last summer, new 
estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau shows.

That makes Oregon’s largest city one of its fastest 
shrinking. Between July 2020 and July 2022, it lost 2.8% 
of its population. Among cities with at least 10,000 resi-
dents, only Troutdale lost a larger share of its residents, 
according to the new estimates.

But the population decline has slowed slightly. In the 
year leading up to July 2022, the city lost only 8,300 res-
idents as the pandemic eased and the economy gained 
steam, compared to 9,900 the year prior.

Portland now has just over 635,000 residents, accord-
ing to the census data.

Huda Alkitkat, program manager at Portland State 
University’s Population Research Center, said fewer peo-
ple are moving to the city to replace those moving out, 
and deaths outpace births.

The new census data also show, however, that the num-
ber of occupied homes in the city continues to increase. 
That suggests the number of people per household in Port-
land is declining, with more people living on their own or 
with a roommate or partner rather than a large family.

“The average household size is indeed down quite sig-
nificantly for rented and owner-occupied units,” Alkit-
kat said, citing recent census data. In 2021, the average 
household size in Portland was 2.5 people for owner-oc-
cupied homes and 1.9 in rented homes.

But the decline in Oregon’s largest city slowed 
during the most recent year measured.
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Plaintiffs rest 
in wildfire case
Lawyers for wildfire 
victims in the $1.6 billion 
class action suit against 
PacifiCorp rested their 
case Tuesday after three 
weeks of testimony aimed 
at proving the utility’s 
alleged negligence in four 
2020 blazes.   A5

NATION

New details of 
Titanic wreck
More than a century 
after the Titanic sank 
on its maiden voyage 
from England, cutting-
edge technology may 
be providing clues as to 
how the most luxurious 
passenger ship of its time 
met a doomed end.   A8
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635,000
Current population of 
Portland, according to 2022 
census data

18,200
Number of residents the 
city lost between July 2020 
and July 2022

8,300
Number of residents the 
city lost last year
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