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INDEXHigh court avoids ruling
on internet liability.
NEWS, PAGE A3

LOTTERY
For the latest lottery numbers,
point your smartphone camera at
the QR code, then tap the link. 8 1 1 7 7 5 0 0 0 0 1 6

Daily $3.00

Big premiere
‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
trailer released before scheduled
Cannes Film Festival premiere.
SCENE, PAGE D1

Our spring football tour starts
Looking to 2023 season, Metro Christian has strong QB. SPORTS, PAGE B1.

Gender care
Enforcement of ban delayed by legal proceedings. NEWS, PAGE A8

ANNA CODUTTI
Tulsa World

After a Delaware County can-
nabis-testing facility’s license
was suspended due to the Okla-
homa Medical Marijuana Au-
thority’s citing a possible public
health emergency, its owner says
the state has denied due process
for the lab to defend itself.

Genesis Testing Labs in Grove
was making efforts to expand
operations with a second facility
when OMMA inspectors arrived
at the new lab in April, owner
Tony Brixey said. They refused
to communicate with lab staff
while documenting what Brixey
said built a case that Genesis was
operating illegally out of an unli-
censed facility in Broken Arrow.

“It’s great they’re going after
the bad actors. But I’m a good
guy,” Brixey said in a Tulsa World
interview. “I didn’t do anything
wrong.”

In a news release, the OMMA

DEAN RUHL
Tulsa World

STILLWATER — Two decades
ago, Susan St. John didn’t know
if she’d have the time.

Her work schedule was busy.
Her oldest daughter, Vanessa,
was starting high school at
Owasso. The list of reasons not
to do it was lengthy. But St. John
eventually made the choice.

She’d be Owasso’s Special
Olympics coordinator. And 18
years later, she’s still running
things for the Rams’ group.

“Our school district and our
community are so supportive
of our team; it’s just unreal,” she
said.

On Thursday morning, St.
John watched her team compete
in the 2023 Special Olympics
Oklahoma’s Summer Games

— the nation’s largest Special
Olympics Summer Games — on
the campus of Oklahoma State
University.

The events run through Friday,
featuring competitions in track
and field, bocce, cornhole, golf,
horseshoes, powerlifting and
softball. An Olympic Village,
set along the south side of Boone
Pickens Stadium, was filled with
numerous activities and events
for athletes to attend.

“The energy and the spirit
here is just always fantastic,” St.
John said. “The couple of years
we were shut down with COVID
were horrible on all of us.”

After COVID-19 canceled the
event in 2020 and 2021, it re-
turned in 2022, with more than
2,700 athletes competing. This
year, almost 4,000 attended the
three-day event.

“This year, we’re pretty much
back,” St. John said.

Athletes from 260 schools

Nearly 4,000 compete in
annual Special Olympics
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Micah Copenhaver of Owasso looks to the stands as he competes in the 50-meter run at Stillwater High School during the Special Olympics
Oklahoma Summer Games on Thursday.

Marijuana
business
owner chides
OMMA

STEVE LACKMEYER
The Oklahoman

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority,
already hit with numerous de-
lays in launching its ACCESS
Oklahoma expansion, is starting
with a new bond adviser after be-
ing notified by Wells Fargo that
the company was resigning in

response to the state’s blacklist
of national financial institutions.

Wells Fargo and two other toll
revenue bond advisers, JP Mor-
gan and Bank of America, are no
longer allowed to do business
with the state due to implemen-
tation of legislation authored
last year by Rep. Kevin West,
R-Moore, and Sen. Casey Mur-

dock, R-Felt.
The companies are among 13

that state Treasurer Todd Russ,
backed by Gov. Kevin Stitt, iden-
tified that met the state’s defini-
tion of an oil and gas boycott or
did not reply to his question-
naire.

Wells Fargo representatives
declined to comment.

A May 5 notification to the
Turnpike Authority by Julie
Burger, managing director of
the Wells Fargo Public Finance
Division, obtained through the
Oklahoma Open Records Act,
confirms that the withdrawal
was due to the state’s ban.

Turnpike Authority loses bond adviser

TIM STANLEY
Tulsa World

With the waiting list for hous-
ing not getting any shorter, the
Tulsa Housing Authority an-
nounced on Thursday that it’s
offering new incentives to land-
lords to boost their participation
in its Section 8 voucher program.

Currently more than 8,300
households are on the Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher waiting
list, with 1,671 landlords active in
the voucher program.

To increase that number, THA
is offering landlords who are new
to the program a bonus of $1,000,
up to $5,000, for each new unit
rented to families with a Section
8 voucher.

Other program incentives in-
clude a $500 landlord referral
bonus and a $500 existing land-
lord expansion bonus, each of
which could double to $1,000.

“Truly one of the quickest and
most effective ways to reduce
homelessness and housing in-
security in our community is for
more landlords to accept Section
8 vouchers,” said Aaron Darden,
THA president and CEO. “We’re

Athletes from 260
schools across the
state competing

Solomon Siegel of Bixby celebrates his softball throw during the Special
Olympics Oklahoma Summer Games in Stillwater on Thursday.

States he was denied
due process when
license was suspended

Tulsa Housing
Authority
announces new
incentives
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121st & Memorial • Bixby
(918) 366 8400

DEMOS & SAMPLES
1 1AM - 3PM

*Some exclusions apply. Sale and event
available at 121st & Memorial location only.

20%off STOREWIDE
FOR NATURAL REWARDS MEMBERS

May 20TH
SATURDAY


