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Superintendent Jeff Harrison resigns
YORK TWP. — Jeff Harrison will

resign as superintendent of Buckeye
Schools, effective July 31, after three
years with the school district.

Starting on Aug. 1, he will become
the superintendent of Brecks-
ville-Broadview Heights Schools in
Cuyahoga County.

“When we look back, I took over
in August of 2020 in the midst of a
worldwide pandemic,” Harrison said.

“We weren’t sure
what was going to
happen the next day,
let alone the next
week, month or year.
Through the incredi-
ble support from the
Buckeye community,
our school district
was able to move

ahead and adjust and adapt and still
provide quality education.”

During his three years with Buckeye
Schools, Harrison worked to develop

and implement the district’s strategic
plan, Portrait of a Buck and Facilities
Master Plan.

Over the next few months, Harri-
son will work to find a new principal
for Buckeye High School after Princi-
pal Dan Flood’s recent resignation to
become principal at North Olmsted
High School.

“We still have work to do. We have
a school year to close out,” Harrison
said. “We have teaching and adminis-
trative positions that need to be filled.
Myself and the board of education

will work very collaboratively to make
sure that we set the next superinten-
dent up for success.”

With Harrison’s resignation, the
Buckeye Board of Education will be
taking an active role in the search for
a new superintendent and plan to
meet soon to discuss the process and
schedule of doing so. The board may
get the help of a search firm that has
experience in school district leader-
ship transitions.

The Board of Education’s goal is to
fill the position before Aug. 1 but is

prepared to appoint an interim super-
intendent if necessary.

“Throughout his time here, Super-
intendent Harrison led Buckeye Local
School District with confidence and
success,” Board President Seth Kujat
said in a news release. “We are proud
of the advances he’s made in educat-
ing our students and wish him the
best in this new opportunity. He will
be missed.”

Contact reporter Sara Crawford at (330) 721-
4063 or scrawford@medina-gazette.com.

Sara Crawford
The Gazette
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Jobless claims
remain steady

MEDINA — Medina County’s
initial unemployment claims
from last week are about the
same as they were the week
prior, according to the Ohio
Department of Job and Family
Services.

There were 72 initial unem-
ployment claims received in
Medina County for the week
ending on May 13, which is
eight fewer claims than the
previous week.

The county’s initial claims
have been below 100 for the
past month. As a result, the
four-week average is also 72
claims.

A year ago, initial claims for
Medina County were similar.
For the week ending on May
14, 2022, there were 74 claims
submitted in the county.

Unlike Medina County,
Lorain County’s initial unem-
ployment claims increased last
week. There were 211 claims
accepted in the county for the
week ending on May 13. It is
35 more claims than the week
before.

Lorain County’s claims have
been fluctuating from just over
300 to just below 200 claims
for the past few months. The
county’s monthly average is
approximately 183 claims.

The amount of initial unem-
ployment claims from last year
were somewhat higher than
last week’s numbers. For the
week ending on May 14, 2022,
there were 257 claims received
in the county.

In i t i a l u n e m p l oy m e n t
claims for the state of Ohio as a
whole also increased last week.

Madisyn Woodring
The Gazette
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The four-week average count of Medina County
residents filing for unemployment benefits last
week was 72, compared to 104 reported for the
same period last year. The record high average
for the time period —
1,134 — was set in 2020,

during the economic
shutdown at the beginning
of COVID-19 pandemic.

ED BETZEL / GAZETTE

MEDINA COUNTY

See JOBLESS, A4

MEDINA — Medina’s square filled
with music as the Medina High School
Orchestra performed for its annual
Strings in the Park performance Thurs-
day.

Medina Schools orchestra director

Shelly Jansen conducted as the orches-
tra students played song after song and
crowd members sat throughout the
park, many enjoying their lunches as
they listened to the music.

The crowd was filled with commu-
nity members, family and friends of the
orchestra players and students from

Garfield Elementary School, Ella Cana-
van Elementary School and St. Francis
Xavier Catholic School.

“(We’re) so glad we could do this
today,” Jansen said. “This sun is shin-
ing!”

Contact reporter Sara Crawford at (330) 721-4063
or scrawford@medina-gazette.com.

Sara Crawford
The Gazette

Medina Schools’ orchestra director Shelly Jansen conducts students playing songs in Medina’s square on Thursday.
SARA CRAWFORD / GAZETTE

Students serenade Medina

Renewal levy to be put on Nov. ballot

WESTFIELD TWP. — Clo-
verleaf Schools is planning
to put a renewal levy on the
November ballot, but taxpay-
ers are likely to pay less for the
levy than they currently do if
it passes.

Cloverleaf Superinten-

dent Daryl Kubilus said the
levy was first passed in 2014,
and it rescued the district
from fiscal emergency. It is
a combination levy that was
first passed as a 0.75 percent
earned income tax and a 3.5-
mill property tax levy, which
raises money for the district’s
general operations.

The Cloverleaf Board of
Education intends to take
action in the near future to
lower the collected property
tax portion of the levy by 0.45
mills, he said.

“We’re in a financial posi-
tion where we still need the
commitment from 2014,”
Kubilus said. “We still need

that revenue, but we feel that
we can operate with almost
a half a mill less property tax
from that levy.”

The millage on the prop-
erty tax has already decreased
since 2014 because property
values have risen over time,
he said.

Madisyn Woodring
The Gazette

Medina High School Orchestra performs Strings in the Park

CLOVERLEAF

See LEVY, A4

SOFTBALL

Cloverleaf falls
in district finals, C1


