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Powerball: 14
Power Play: 2

Jackpot: $162 million
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15-34-36-69-70 
Mega Ball: 17
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Jackpot: $132 million
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Ohio board approves August ballot language
By Julie Carr Smyth
Associated Press

COLUMBUS (AP) — A ballot 
question seeking to make it more 
difficult to amend the Ohio Consti-
tution was cleared for an August 
ballot on Thursday, and teams of 
Republican and Democratic law-
makers assigned to write pro and 
con arguments, respectively, to be 
presented to voters.

The process before the Ohio Bal-
lot Board followed the raucous leg-

islative floor session and months of 
drama leading up to approval of the 
measure, which is aimed at thwart-
ing an effort to enshrine abortion 
rights in the state’s constitution 
this fall. Abortion is currently legal 
in Ohio, up to 20 weeks’ gestation, 
as a lawsuit against a near-ban 
enacted in 2019 is argued.

On this August’s ballot, vot-
ers will be asked whether or not 
they support raising the threshold 
for passing future constitutional 
amendments from the simple 

majority Ohio has had in place 
since 1912 to a 60% supermajor-
ity. As a constitutional amendment 
itself, the 60% question will only 
need to pass by a simple majority 
of 50%-plus-one.

The bipartisan panel, chaired by 
Republican Ohio Secretary of State 
Frank LaRose, voted along party 
lines to certify the ballot language, 
which Democrats attacked as unfair 
and inaccurate. The arguments that  

By Precious Grundy
pgrundy@limanews.com

LIMA — A previ-
ously empty lot in front 
of the Allentown Road 
Walmart is now home to 
Fricker’s Wings Sports 
Bar. The restaurant 
made its return to Lima 
Thursday morning, 
opening its doors to any-
one ready to be served.

“We can’t tell you 

how proud we are to be 
here with our owners 
and franchise owners,” 
said Fricker’s Marketing 
Manager Jim Manley. 
“It’s a situation for us 
where we’ve been in 
business for over 35 
years and it’s a situation 
that we love benefiting 
communities that we’re 
in. Today we’re going  

Special election meant to thwart abortion rights push

Perry Township trustees balk at 911 service fees
By Mackenzi Klemann
mklemann@limanews.com

PERRY TOWNSHIP 
— Perry Township trust-
ees confronted the Allen 
County commissioners 
Thursday to clarify how 

the county calculated 
its central dispatch con-
tracts, as the township 
expects to pay an addi-
tional $15,000 for 911 
service this year—an 80% 
increase over the previous 
year.

“The data that you pro-
vided, it did not add up to 
an 80% increase that you 
saddled Perry Township 
with,” Trustee Gregory 
Kessen said.

Allen County provides 
central dispatch, or 911 

call services, to Perry 
Township and other 
municipalities for a fee, 
while the city of Lima and 
Shawnee Township oper-
ate their own call centers.

Fricker’s opens 
Allentown 
Rd. location

Precious Grundy | The Lima News
Fricker’s owners Travis and Andrea Lawson and Scott and Erin 
Neth celebrate its grand opening Thursday morning.
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AP Photo | Samantha Hendrickson (File)
FILE - Supporters and opponents of a GOP-backed measure that 
would make it harder to amend the Ohio constitution packed the 
statehouse rotunda on May 10, 2023, in Columbus, Ohio.

Can I take that off your hands?

Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Mary Peircefield feeds a goat at a mobile zoo Thursday afternoon at the Lima Convalescent Home.


