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KEYSTONE DOES IT AGAIN
The Wildcats win their 35th district softball championship  

a year after coming up short, SPORTS, C1
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Two great productions;  
third one so-so, ACCENT, B3
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Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

Five new probationary 911 dis-
patchers are expected to start training 
at Lorain County 911 in the next two 
weeks, county officials said Tuesday.

County Administrator Jeff Arm-
bruster told the Board of Commis-
sioners that five applicants were 
expected to be offered employment 
contingent on background checks 
and pre-employment drug testing.

He said he was hoping to have them 
on the board’s personnel summary 

sheet — which lists hirings, firings, 
resignations, retirements, promo-
tions and demotions and is voted on 
each week by the board — for today’s 
meeting.

Four of the five probationary dis-
patchers will start training Monday. A 
fifth will be starting some time within 
the next two weeks, Armbruster said.

A sixth candidate, currently in Flor-
ida, is already a dispatcher on the 
same system Lorain County uses now. 
That person may become the agency’s 
first lateral transfer once that process 

is worked out between the county and 
the union representing the 911 dis-
patchers, Armbruster said.

Two county officials passed out 30 
to 40 applications at a first responder/
emergency personnel job fair in Inde-
pendence, Human Resources Direc-
tor J.R. White told the board.

White and Deputy 911 Director 
Kurt Scholl attended the job fair, 
sponsored by the U.S. Secret Service. 
It featured up to 60 police, fire, EMS 
and federal agencies looking to find 
new recruits.

White said he and Scholl learned 
more about how to market the county 
to potential 911 dispatchers. He called 
the event a success.

“We continue to seek to populate 
our 911 center,” White said.

The Chronicle-Telegram reviewed 
the nearly 50 applications for the 
dispatcher position received by the 
county since April 27. The documents 
revealed that a significant num-
ber of the applicants are local, hav-
ing attended high school in Lorain 
County or graduated from Lorain 

County Community College or Ohio 
Business College.

They include a corrections officer, a 
loss protection officer, a toll collector, 
applicants with nursing and home 
health care experience, former sales 
and delivery drivers, fleet dispatchers 
or managers and others with signifi-
cant customer service experience.

Several have criminal justice 
degrees and EMT or CPR certifica-
tions. One of the applicants speaks 
four languages.

New 911 dispatchers to start training

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

SHEFFIELD TWP. — Issue 5, 
the North Ridgeville Schools’ 
bond issue that was on the May 
2 primary ballot, is headed for 
a recount.

The Lorain County Board of 
Elections certified the results of 
the primary election on Thurs-
day, announcing that the issue 
was the only one headed for a 
recount scheduled for Tuesday.

No results of the election 
changed, officials said. The 
complete and official results 
of the election are online at 
VoteLorainCountyOhio.gov.

Elections Director Paul 
Adams said Issue 5 was two 
votes shy of an automatic 
recount on Election Day, but 
with all the outstanding absen-
tee and provisional ballots now 
counted, it will go to an auto-
matic recount on Tuesday.

The outcome of the vote is 
unlikely to change, Adams said.

On Election Day, voters 
rejected the 8.32-mill, 37-year 
bond issue by a vote of 3,603 
against to 3,566 for, according 
to then-complete but unoffi-
cial results.

The certified tally as of 
Thursday is now 3,612 votes 
against the bond issue to 3,589 
votes for it, according to com-
plete and official results from 
the Board of Elections.

The difference between the 
two is now only 33 votes, or less 
than 0.5 percent of the votes 
cast. That triggered an auto-
matic recount.

Issue 5 would have paid 
for the construction of new 
elementary and high school 
buildings in North Ridgeville, 
helping the district relieve 
overcrowding. The construc-
tion bond would have cost res-
idents $291 per year for every 
$100,000 of value on their 
home.

Two candidates out
The board voted to reject the 

candidacy of Marcio Tolentino 
and decertify his petitions to 
run as an independent candi-

date for Elyria’s 6th Ward City 
Council seat.

Tolentino had filed to run 
as a Republican for the 6th 
Ward seat in May, but formally 
withdrew from the race in late 
March.

He had been running unop-
posed for the GOP nomination 
for the seat held by incum-
bent Councilwoman Donna 
Mitchell, a Democrat, who was 
unopposed in the Democratic 
primary.

Tolentino then filed for elec-
tion as an independent can-
didate, but remained on the 
Lorain County Republican Par-
ty’s Central Committee. That’s 
against the rules, Adams said, 
and the Board of Elections 
agreed.

An independent candidate 
needs to be “truly” indepen-
dent and not affiliated with a 
major political party.

The Candidate Requirement 
Guide says: “An independent 
candidate must be unaffiliated 
from any political party, and 
the required claim of being 
unaffiliated must be made in 
good faith in order for the can-
didate to be qualified to run as 
an independent candidate.”

“If an independent candi-
date was on a political party’s 
central or executive committee 
at the time he or she filed as an 
independent candidate ... the 
candidate is not actually unaffil-
iated and the candidate’s claim 
of independence was either not 
made in good faith or is no longer 
current,” according to the guide.

Mitchell defeated Tolentino in 
the 2021 election.

Meanwhile, Erin Graham, 
an independent candidate for 
Lorain’s 7th Ward City Council 
seat, informed the Board of Elec-
tions she was withdrawing her 
candidacy, Adams said. 

N. Ridgeville 
bond issue   
to get recount

Kevin Martin
The Chronicle-Telegram

LORAIN — More than 400 graduates 
in the 2023 class of the Lorain County 
Joint Vocational School were celebrated 
Thursday at Black River Landing as they 
crossed the stage and plotted the next 
phase of their lives. 

Students received diplomas in multi-
ple disciplines from the school, which 
serves 13 districts across Lorain County 
offering career technical education for 
students in grades nine through 12 and 
adult learners. 

Principal Tina Pelto offered a few les-
sons to graduates. 

“Students, what a difference a day 
makes,” Pelto said. “Yesterday you were 
high school seniors grateful to get out 
of school 10 minutes early. And today 
you are high school graduates. Today is 
a day of celebration. But I’m here to talk 
to you about tomorrow. Because tomor-
row you start all over again.”  

She encouraged graduates to not be 
afraid to start something new, to find 
and surround themselves with peo-
ple who build them up and to learn to 
let go of the little things in life, saving 
their energy for the true battles in life  
to come. 

“As a freshman in adulthood, this 
is your moment to shine once again,” 
Pelto said. “In your time with us, you 
have shown us your brilliance, your 
tenacity, your talent and your creativ-
ity. Now it’s time for you to go out and 
show the world. Congratulations Class 

of 2023.”  
Graduating senior Aniya Qualls 

(Midview) spoke on behalf of the Class 
of 2023, reflecting on her time at JVS 
and the lessons she has learned along  
the way. 

Joint Vocational School celebrates Class of 2023
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Lorain County Joint Vocational School students wave to their friends and families during a graduation ceremony 
Thursday at Black River Landing in Lorain. 
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JVS grads get big send-off

Quintin McKenna, 18, a web graphic design student, watches as Dalton 
Ray, 18, an industrial equipment mechanics student, signs a souvenir 
after the Lorain County JVS graduation ceremony Thursday.

See JVS, A2


