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Crew make tweaks to get 
back in MLS win column
SPORTS, 1C

Two consecutive weekends of gun
violence in one of Columbus’ most pop-
ular and bustling entertainment dis-
tricts has prompted city leaders to en-
act a number of new strategies to crack
down on crime in the Short North.

Chief among the new safety mea-
sures that Mayor Andrew J. Ginther an-
nounced during a news conference on

Thursday is the request that businesses
voluntarily close at midnight for the up-
coming weekend and beyond. Ginther
said the request — which is for Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays — will likely re-
main in place “as long as it takes” until
the violence begins to abate in the
neighborhood located just north of
Downtown.

Additionally, Ginther said he is sign-
ing an executive order mandating that 

Urging a united stand
against gun violence

Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther speaks during a press conference in the Short North to address recent gun violence
there. BROOKE LAVALLEY/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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See SHORT NORTH, Page 2A

The Columbus City Attorney’s offi�ce
fi�led a new lawsuit Thursday against
the state of Ohio in a renewed attempt
to put in place and enforce local gun
safety laws. 

The lawsuit, fi�led in Franklin County
Common Pleas Court, is the latest legal
battle with Ohio’s Republican-con-
trolled leadership surrounding what

the city calls “common sense” laws the
city enacted related to safe storage laws
and ammunition magazines containing
30 or more rounds. 

City Attorney Zach Klein, a Demo-
crat, said Columbus’ city ordinances,
preliminarily ruled constitutional in
November 2022 and enacted by City
Council in early 2023, should be able to
be enforced in an eff�ort to allow the city
to “improve public safety in entertain-
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A 15-year-old boy is in the intensive
care unit at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital after he and his family say he
was severely injured — and possibly
now paralyzed from the waist down —
during a May 7 incident at the Frank-
lin County Juvenile Detention Center.

Damarion Allen — who is 5-foot-3
and weighs about 140 pounds — told
The Dispatch that a detention center
staff� member caused his injuries
while breaking up a fi�ght between him
and another teen sometime around 5
p.m. that day. Allen said the staff�
member slammed him to the ground
on his head and neck, and he immedi-
ately could not move his body.

The youth said he was returned to
his room despite his assertions he
was severely injured.

A Columbus Division of Fire report
confi�rms emergency medical person-
nel were dispatched to the detention
center at 7:42 p.m. on May 7 — more
than two hours after Allen said he was
injured. The fi�re paramedics provided
advanced trauma treatment and
transported a person.
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Damarion Allen, 15, remains in the
intensive care unit at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital after his family
says he was severely injured — and
possibly paralyzed — in a May 7
altercation at the Franklin County
Juvenile Detention Center.
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