
©2023, Watertown Daily Times, 164th year, No. 24

Find it inside

Advice   B10
Calendar   A2
Classified B6

Comics  B10-11
Currents A7
Editorials  A4

Kids page  B12
Obituaries  A12
Puzzles B11

Sports  B1
State/Nation A9
TV B9

IN
S

ID
E

LOCAL SPORTS, B1

Ogdensburg stretches winning 
streak to five games after defeating 

Canton to close regular season

WHAT’S INTRIGUING, A2

Researcher has been living 
underwater for more than  
75 days to test possibilities

NATION, A9

McCarthy says negotiations  
could end with vote on debt-limit 

deal as soon as this weekend

Sunny early, rain later; 
highs in the mid-70s

DETAILS, A10 

Facebook

Browse to
fb.me/nny360

Twitter

Follow:
@WDTnews

On the Web
www.nny360.com

FRIDAY MAY 19, 2023 www.nny360.com   $3.00

LOCAL NEWS, A3

Summer travel
Less-crowded destinations, safety for  
women going solo and more CURRENTS, A7

By CRAIG FOX
cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — The own-
er of Old Jail Antiques vows to 
reopen the business after the 
building was condemned by 
the city code enforcement of-
fice about a week ago.

Owner Brett O. Sizeland 
said Thursday that he closed 
the unusual antique shop 
in the old county jail in 

November after a tree limb fell 
on a power line, knocking out 
the electricity at the business 
at 300 Coffeen St.

Rather than fixing it back 
then and paying a $2,000 a 
month electric bill, he closed 
the business and plans to 
make the electricity repairs 
and reopen it within four to six 
weeks, Mr. Sizeland said.

“It wasn’t a viable business 

in the winter,” he said.
According to code enforce-

ment office paperwork, the 
building was shut down to the 
public because it did not have 
power, water or heat. Mr. Siz-
eland insisted that it only did 
not have electricity but he had 
water and heat.

The business also was cited 

City condemns old jail
Owner of Coffeen Street antique business promises to reopen 

By ALEX GAULT
agault@wdt.net

ALBANY — As New York 
struggles to house the tens 
of thousands of immigrants 
and asylum seekers being 
bused to New York City from 
the southern border, Gov. 
Kathleen C. Hochul has said 
she is weighing the possibil-
ity of using SUNY campus 
dorms for temporary relief. 

In an interview with Spec-
trum News’s Kevin Frey on 
Wednesday, Gov. Hochul 
said she has asked all agen-
cies of the state government 
to provide ideas on solutions, 
and SUNY representatives 
were included. 

“I said, find all available 
state properties, let’s ana-
lyze them, let’s see whether 
they’re temporary short 
term, whether it becomes 
longer term,” she said. 
“Clearly a SUNY campus 
lends itself to immediate 
help, but long-term we have 
to have it free by August, so 
what happens in August?”

Her office did not provide 
information on what SUNY 
campuses were under con-
sideration to house immi-
grants. 

Republicans representing 
upstate New York in state 
and federal government 
were immediately incensed 
by the proposal to house any 
people in need of help on 
SUNY campuses, many of 
which are in rural areas and 
small towns. 

Rep. Claudia L. Tenney, 
R-Canandaigua, represent-
ing Watertown and the 
Lake Ontario shoreline, the 

Finger Lakes and Western 
New York, said in a statement 
that she had received reports 
that officials were consider-
ing using SUNY Geneseo and 
SUNY Oswego in her district. 

“This is a misguided deci-
sion that will make our com-
munities less safe and put an 
enormous burden on our lo-
cal governments and taxpay-
ers, not to mention one that 
would negatively impact our 
students,” she said.

She said a system of ex-
treme vetting, health screen-
ing, background checking 
that provides robust fund-
ing to support the migrants 
would be the only way to 
safely place migrants in up-
state communities, and that 
system has not been estab-
lished. 

Rep. Elise M. Stefanik, R-
Willsboro, representing most 
of the north country and part 
of the capital region said 
Wednesday that she found 
the proposal to use SUNY 
campuses for migrant hous-
ing “disgusting.”

“Upstate New York is not a 
sanctuary city to clean up Joe 
Biden’s catastrophic border 
crisis,” she said. “We respect 
the rule of law and we op-
pose any attempt to use our 
taxpayer-funded facilities to 
be used for free housing for 
immigrants.”

SUNY campuses, while 
largely empty during the 
summers, are not vacant. 
International students, visi-
tors and some faculty and 
staff remain in-residence on 

SUNY campuses could  
be temporary shelters

MIGRANT HOUSING IDEAS EMERGE

SUNY Potsdam’s Satterlee Hall. Gov. Kathleen C. Hochul is 
investigating whether state college dorms could be used to 
house migrants. Watertown Daily Times

By MARK WEINER
syracuse.com/TNS

SYRACUSE — Onondaga 
County Executive Ryan Mc-
Mahon said Thursday that he 
is issuing an emergency order 
that will block local motels 
and other properties from 
temporarily housing groups 
of migrants amid an influx of 
new arrivals in New York City.

McMahon said the county 
and local social service agen-
cies simply don’t have the 
physical space or financial 
capacity to handle a surge of 
migrants.

“We’re not in a position 
where we’re going to take in 
migrants from another gov-
ernment at this time,” McMa-
hon told syracuse.com.

Onondaga becomes at least 
the 10th county in the state, 
and one of the largest, to take 
emergency action aimed at 
preventing large numbers of 
migrants from being bused 
from New York City for tempo-
rary housing in upstate facili-
ties.

St. Lawrence County de-
clared a state of emergency 
over the issue last week.

A press release from St. 
Lawrence County stated that 
the county has more than 75 
miles of border with Canada, 
including two border cross-
ings in Massena and Ogdens-
burg that anticipate an influx 
of people who may be seeking 
shelter.

McMahon said he decided 
to take action after local so-
cial service agencies told him 
they don’t have the resources 
to take in an expected surge of 
migrants entering the U.S. this 
spring.

Onondaga Co. 
blocks motels 
offering space
JOINS OSWEGO WITH 
EMERGENCY ORDER

McMahon

Dignitaries from across the north country helped cut the ribbon at a ceremony Thursday for 
Hospice of Jefferson County’s expansion. Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times

Jeff Cole, 
WWNYTV-7 
anchor and 
news director, 
and former 
president of 
the Hospice 
Foundation 
board, speaks 
during the 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony 
Thursday 
for Hospice 
of Jefferson 
County’s 
expansion. 

By JONATHON WHEELER
jwheeler@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — Hospice of Jeffer-
son County will start welcoming more 
patients today after its “Room with a 
View” residence expansion project 
years in the making.

Hospice held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony for the renovated facility on 
Thursday afternoon in front of a crowd 
eager to get a tour of the new site.

The total renovations cost about $3 
million.

There will be four new rooms each 
with their own bathroom with a show-
er, a new family room, utility room, 
meditation room, a solarium and a 
lounge for staff.

“Not every place in New York state, 

not every county, has a facility like 
this, a Hospice facility here on-site 
with care on-site, that does not ex-
ist in many other places in New York 
state,” said WWNYTV-7 anchor and 
News Director Jeff Cole, also a former 
president of the Hospice Foundation 
board. “This is truly a gem to have in 
our community.”

Hospice CEO Diana K. Woodhouse 
thanked the community and those 
who helped make the expansion a re-
ality.

The project was delayed because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but because 
of the extra time, Hospice was able to 
identify that the HVAC system needed 
updating.

Hospice expansion brings

rooms with a view

Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times

A new common area at Hospice of Jefferson County. The 
expansion project, dubbed “Room with a View,” includes 
four new rooms each with their own bathroom with a 
shower, a new family room, utility room, meditation room, 
a solarium and a lounge for staff. The project cost about $3 
million. Work began last spring.  
Jonathon Wheeler/Watertown Daily Times
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