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MORE  THAN  A  CENTURY  AFTER 
THE  TITANIC  SANK,  CUTTING-EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY  MAY  BE  PROVIDING  CLUES 
AS  TO  HOW  THE  LUXURIOUS  PASSENGER 
SHIP  MET  SUCH  A  DOOMED  END.      A14

TITANIC
IMAGES

Joseph Ostapiuk, Shaina McLawrence 
and Maura Grunlund   Staten Island 
Advance 

A solemn moment of silence was held 
during morning announcements at Tot-
tenville High School on Thursday in 
remembrance of a 15-year-old student 
who died on Wednesday after a fatal inci-
dent on the Staten Island Railway, mul-
tiple students told the Advance/SILive.
com.

“A lot of people were upset and talking 
about it today,” said Hamdi, a freshman.

“You could cut the tension with a 
knife,” said another student on the feel-
ing through the halls, noting the princi-
pal “got choked up” when she addressed 
the school.

The sophomore, identified as Gregory 
Jantzen, is believed to have been “surf-
ing” on the top of the Tottenville-bound 
train at the Eltingville station on 
Wednesday afternoon when his head 
struck a passenger walkway, said a source 
with knowledge of the investigation. 

The boy sustained trauma to the head 
and was unresponsive when he was taken 
to Staten Island University Hospital in 
Ocean Breeze, where he was pronounced 
dead. 

“I was his teacher. He was a very good 
boy,” wrote a woman on Facebook. “Played 
cello and made the funniest jokes.”

Two freshmen from his gym class, 
Michael and Elvin, said Jantzen was 
a good basketball player and a prolific 
jokester. “He was really funny,” said Elvin.

Multiple students said the act of sub-
way surfing, which has taken hold in other 
parts of the city and led to the deaths of 
young teens, is not as widespread on the 
borough but has been posted on social 
media. Hamdi, a Brooklyn resident who 
said subway surfing is popular where he 
lives, said it is not as popular here due to 
the low passenger walkways that line the 
route of the Staten Island Railway.

One mother, who was waiting for her 
child at dismissal, said she was not aware 
of the trend, which has recently become
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HS after student dies while 
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Residents along debris removal 
route don’t qualify for 9/11 
fund, administrator says 
Website will be updated 

with clarified language in 

response to a story in the 

Advance, official promises.

Ann Marie Barron    
ABarron@siadvance.com

Staten Islanders diagnosed with can-
cers and respiratory issues who lived 
along the Ground Zero debris removal 
route do not qualify for compensation 
from the September 11th Victim Com-
pensation Fund (VCF) and the eligibil-
ity requirements published on the fund’s 
website will be updated to clarify any 
confusion, the fund’s deputy special 
master told SILive.com/Staten Island 
Advance.

Stefanie Langsam, who has been the 
VCF deputy special master since 2016, 
said changes will be made as soon as pos-
sible to fund’s website. Clarifying lan-
guage will be added as soon as possible, 
she said.

L a n g s a m’s com ment s were i n 
response to a story recently published 
in the Advance/SILive.com quoting the 
requirements listed on the VCF website 
and a Manhattan attorney, who said res-
idents along the debris removal route to 
the Fresh Kills landfill could experience 
cancers and respiratory illness that may 

qualify them for financial compensation 
from the fund. She, along with a spokes-
person for the fund, responded by saying 
that people living along route — traveled 
daily by trucks carrying dusty remains 
from the World Trade Center site — do not 
qualify for compensation, even if they suf-
fer from illness thought to be the result of 
breathing in dust from the trucks passing 
their homes daily between Sept. 11, 2001 
and May 30, 2002. Those eligible must 
have been employed in the debris removal

Jessica Jones-Gorman    
jgorman@siadvance.com

Nancy Evans was on the hunt for bal-
loon arches, centerpieces and other gradu-
ation glitz when she stumbled across some 
pop-up ads for Temu, an online superstore 
that offers lightning deals, free shipping 
and a tempting selection of low-priced 
goods.

So she took a chance, ordered a 143-
piece do-it-yourself balloon display and 
hoped for the best. If the $13 kit wasn’t a fit 
for her daughter’s graduation party, no big 
loss. But when the product arrived at her 
Westerleigh home and her daughter began 
assembling it, Evans said she was shocked 
by just how hazardous the goods actually 
were.

“My daughter blew up a few balloons 
and her lips immediately started to swell,” 
Evans said. “She has no allergies whatso-

ever and never had a problem with other 
balloons. I rushed to give her Benadryl 
because her face was blowing up and her 
lips began to split.”

When Evans deflated the balloons, she 
found a hard, cake-y substance inside.

“We turned the balloons inside out 
to see what was causing this reaction,” 
Evans said. “It wasn’t a powder, it was 
hard and crusty and it’s inside every sin-
gle one. I’m so afraid that it’s something 
toxic. Even when she touched it to throw 
it away, it had an effect on her.”

Evans said she didn’t expect high 
quality from the site — especially given 
the price — but she trusted that the prod-
uct would not be harmful. She’s now 
searching for a location to test the bal-
loons’ contents so she can know exactly 
what her family was exposed to.

“It was the first and last time I will ever 
order from that site,” Evans said. “Lesson 
learned.”

Evans isn’t alone. According to the 
Better Business Bureau’s (BBB) website, 
Temu currently has 342 customer com-
plaints lodged against it and received a 
C+ rating, meaning the retailer is not 
accredited by the agency.

“It appears Temu is an online market-
place and the company name is WhaleCo, 
Inc. which is registered in Massachusetts 
as a Foreign Corporation through Del-
aware,” the BBB noted in an alert on its 
website. “It appears items ordered are 
typically directly shipped from manu-
facturers in China and other countries.”

The company did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Launched in July 2022, the Temu app 
became popular in the United States this 
past September, downloaded some 50
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Islander warns of cheap 
but hazardous items 

purchased on shopping app

According to the Better 

Business Bureau, the Chinese 

retailer Temu currently has 

342 customer complaints 

lodged against it.

According to the Better Business Bureau, product complaints have begun to pile up for 
Temu, the new Chinese-owned online superstore. One Staten Island customer claims 
she received hazardous goods from the site.    Jessica Jones-Gorman, Staten Island Advance 

Debris was trucked daily from the World 
Trade Center to the Fresh Kills landfill 
for more than eight months following the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attack.    Staten Island Advance
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