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After heading to the polls Tuesday,
Southern Tier residents approved the
majority of proposed school budgets,
purchase of new school buses and oth-
er school district propositions, in addi-
tion to voting on board of education
candidates.

In only one district in the Southern
Tier region — Addison Central School
District — did voters reject their 2023-
24 budget, by a vote of 200-187, ac-
cording to results posted Wednesday. 

Statewide, voters approved 98.5%
of proposed school district budgets,
according to preliminary results com-
piled by the New York State School
Boards Association.

None of the Broome-Tioga BOCES
district budgets proposed a tax levy
increase above the limit.

Here’s a roundup of unoffi�cial vot-
ing results for school districts across
the Southern Tier.

Addison Central School District

h Addison Central School District
voters rejected the $35.7 million
spending plan Tuesday. The budget,
which would have carried a 1.5% tax
levy increase, was defeated 200-187.
The tax levy increase was within the
district’s tax cap.

h Derek Burrell was elected to a
fi�ve-year term on the Addison Board of
Education.

Alfred-Almond Central School
District

h Alfred-Almond’s 16,513,631
spending plan was approved, 243-65.

h Voters also approved, by a vote of
251-54, a proposition to purchase one,
66-passenger bus.

h A proposition supporting the Al-
mond Library and the Alfred Box of
Books Library was approved, 242-65.

h Meaghen Kuhn was elected to a
fi�ve-year term on the Alfred-Almond
Board of Education.

Andover Central School District

h Voters approved the $10,175,000
budget, 110-35.

h Approval was also gained to pur-
chase a 65-passenger bus and a seven-
passenger van.

h In the school board races, the win-
ners were Jessica Hutchison and
Tashina Seaman.

Voters
approve
most school
budgets
Emily Barnes, Neal Simon
and Jeff Murray
Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has had a
meteoric rise in the Republican Party.
After cementing his status as a national
fi�gure during the pandemic, the gover-
nor turned his focus to education policy. 

The governor’s plan for Florida’s
schools spans detailed reviews of class-
room reading materials and restrictions

on how sexuality and race can be dis-
cussed with students.

As DeSantis gears up for a rumored
presidential run, here’s a look at his ef-
forts to remake education in the Sun-
shine State so far:

The Stop WOKE Act

The Stop WOKE Act, passed in 2022,
was a sweeping legislative action aimed

at limiting the way gender and race are
discussed in classrooms and work-
places.

The legislation prohibits instruction
stating that a person’s race or sex makes
them inherently biased or that a person
is responsible for the actions of their sex
or race throughout history. 

Used since the early-to-mid-20th
century by Black Americans to signal an
awareness of social and racial injustice,

“woke” has been co-opted by the GOP as
a term for progressive ideology. 

While there is no broad consensus
across the GOP of what “woke” means,
its so-called presence in academic insti-
tutions is a popular point of attack for
political hopefuls. 

“It’s kind of this lumping together of
anybody whose views could be 

In GOP culture wars, DeSantis focuses on public education
Anna Kaufman
USA TODAY
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How Corning won STAC title
in girls track and fi�eld
SPORTS, 1B

Looking to get into New York state’s
growing cannabis industry?

Elmira College can help.
The college on Tuesday announced

the addition of three cannabis programs
designed to provide skills training for
careers in the new industry.

The courses are non-credit, certifi�-
cate programs. Certifi�cates will be of-
fered in advanced dispensary associate
skills training, cannabis extraction and
product development, and cultivation.
Elmira College partnered with Green
Flower, an industry leader in cannabis
education, to off�er the courses.

“With the surge in the cannabis in-
dustry in New York, skilled profession-
als are, and will continue to be, needed,”
said Dr. Patricia Ireland, Elmira College
provost. 

“This non-credit, professional pro-
gram extends the reach of EC’s existing
medicinal plant chemistry concentra-
tion, by off�ering opportunities beyond a
four-year degree for those looking to en-
ter the industry or those who are cur-

rently in the industry and want to ex-
pand their skills and knowledge.”

How long are the
cannabis courses? 

Elmira College said each certifi�cate

program takes nine weeks to complete.
The courses are off�ered fully online,
with no formal start date. Students can
register and begin courses at any time.

Instruction is off�ered online by 
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Elmira College announced the addition of three cannabis programs designed to provide skills training for careers in the
new industry. The courses are non-credit, certifi�cate programs. GETTY IMAGES 

Elmira College off�ers cannabis industry programs
Chris Potter
Elmira Star-Gazette
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Certifi�cates will be offered in advanced dispensary associate skills training,
cannabis extraction and product development, and cultivation. Elmira College
partnered with Green Flower, an industry leader in cannabis education, to offer
the courses.


