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WASHINGTON — Speaker
Kevin McCarthy’s demand that
any deal to raise the debt limit
must include stricter work re-
quirements for social safety net
programs — and President Bi-
den’s hints that he might be will-
ing to accept such a bargain — has
drawn a backlash from liberal
Democrats in Congress, under-
scoring the tricky politics at play
in bipartisan talks to avert a de-
fault.

The proposal has become a cen-
tral issue in negotiations between
Mr. Biden and Mr. McCarthy,
which entered a new phase this
week as the two offered glimmers
of hope that they could reach a
deal to increase the borrowing
limit, now projected to be reached
as early as June 1, and avoid an
economic catastrophe.

House Republicans’ debt limit
bill, approved last month along
party lines, would impose stricter
work requirements for beneficia-
ries of food stamps, Medicaid and
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families, and the speaker said
this week that Republicans would
insist on such a provision as part
of any deal. Mr. Biden has point-
edly left the door open to the idea,
noting that he voted for work re-
quirements as a senator.

Talk of such a compromise has
set off a wave of anger among lib-
erals on Capitol Hill, who have be-
gun openly fretting that the presi-
dent might agree to a deal they
cannot accept.

“I cannot in good conscience
support a debt ceiling proposal
that pushes people into poverty,”
said Senator John Fetterman,
Democrat of Pennsylvania.

The pushback reflects the politi-
cal crosscurrents at play in the
talks between Mr. Biden and Mr.
McCarthy, both of whom have to
contend with slim majorities in
Congress and uncompromising
political bases that will find any
agreement hard to swallow.

The hard-right Freedom Cau-
cus called on Mr. McCarthy on
Thursday to stop negotiating with
White House officials until the
Senate passed House Republi-
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WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court handed twin vic-
tories to technology platforms on
Thursday by declining in two
cases to hold them liable for con-
tent posted by their users.

In a case involving Google, the
court for now rejected efforts to
limit the sweep of the law that
frees the platforms from liability
for user content, Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act.

In a separate case involving
Twitter, the court ruled unani-
mously that another law allowing
suits for aiding terrorism did not
apply to the ordinary activities of
social media companies.

The rulings did not definitively
resolve the question of what re-
sponsibility platforms should
have for the content posted on and
recommended by their sites, an is-
sue that has grown increasingly
pressing as social media has be-
come ubiquitous in modern life.
But the decision by the court to
pass for now on clarifying the
breadth of Section 230, which
dates to 1996, was cheered by the
technology industry, which has
long portrayed the law as integral
to the development of the internet.

“Companies, scholars, content
creators and civil society organi-
zations who joined with us in this
case will be reassured by this re-
sult,” Halimah DeLaine Prado,
Google’s general counsel, said in a
statement.

The Twitter case concerned
Nawras Alassaf, who was killed in
a terrorist attack at the Reina
nightclub in Istanbul in 2017 for
which the Islamic State claimed
responsibility. His family sued
Twitter, Google and Facebook,
saying they had allowed ISIS to
use their platforms to recruit and
train terrorists.

Justice Clarence Thomas, writ-
ing for the court, said the “plain-
tiffs’ allegations are insufficient to
establish that these defendants
aided and abetted ISIS in carrying
out the relevant attack.”

He wrote that the defendants
transmitted staggering amounts
of content. “It appears that for ev-
ery minute of the day, approxi-
mately 500 hours of video are up-
loaded to YouTube, 510,000 com-
ments are posted on Facebook,
and 347,000 tweets are sent on
Twitter,” Justice Thomas wrote.

And he acknowledged that the
platforms use algorithms to steer
users toward content that inter-
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Since tens of thousands of mi-
grants began arriving in New
York City last year, the adminis-
tration of Mayor Eric Adams has
searched for one place after an-
other to house them: hotels, park-
ing lots, a cruise ship terminal and
a pair of giant tents on Randall’s
Island among them. Almost every
idea has caused an uproar.

Now, the daily stream of mi-
grants feeding the crisis has dou-
bled in size in recent weeks, city
officials say. As many as 700 mi-
grants are arriving each day in the
city — up from less than half that
number since the expiration last
Thursday of Title 42, a Trump-era
policy that allowed immigration
officials to expel some border
crossers back to Mexico.

With no clear solutions at hand,
the city turned to shelter some mi-
grants in public school gyms
starting last week. That plan, like
many others before it, was almost
immediately met with outrage —
not only from activists and human
rights groups, but also from public
school parents and the ranks of

everyday New Yorkers.
On Wednesday, the city began

to distance itself from that pro-
posal, too.

More than 67,000 migrants
have arrived in New York City
since the crisis began. Of those,

41,500 people are currently being
cared for by the city, Anne
Williams-Isom, the deputy mayor
for health and human services,
said at a news conference on
Wednesday. She said 4,300 people
had arrived in just the past week.

That new influx of arrivals has
forced the Adams administration
to contend with new layers of
what was already a humanitarian
and economic crisis that the city
had spent $1 billion addressing so 
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Rallying outside Public School 172 in Brooklyn against city plans to use its gym to shelter migrants.
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WASHINGTON — When she
arrived at the Capitol last week af-
ter a more than two-month ab-
sence recovering from shingles,
Senator Dianne Feinstein, Demo-
crat of California, 89, appeared
shockingly diminished.

Using a wheelchair, with the left
side of her face frozen and one eye
nearly shut, she seemed disori-
ented as an aide steered her
through the marble corridors of
the Senate, complaining audibly
that something was stuck in her
eye.

Ms. Feinstein’s frail appearance
was a result of several complica-

tions after she was hospitalized
for shingles in February, some of
which she has not publicly dis-
closed. The shingles spread to her
face and neck, causing vision and
balance impairments, and facial
paralysis known as Ramsay Hunt
syndrome. The virus also brought
on a previously unreported case of
encephalitis, a rare but potentially
debilitating complication of shin-
gles that a spokesman confirmed
on Thursday after The New York
Times first revealed it, saying that
the condition had “resolved itself”
in March.

Characterized by swelling of
the brain, post-shingles encepha-
litis can leave patients with last-
ing memory or language prob-
lems, sleep disorders, bouts of
confusion, mood disorders, head-
aches and difficulties walking.
Older patients tend to have the
most trouble recovering. And
even before this latest illness, Ms.
Feinstein had already experi-
enced substantial memory issues 
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Senator Dianne Feinstein last
week, returning to the Capitol.
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SLOVIANSK, Ukraine — The
yawning crater, carved by a Rus-
sian missile strike and flooded
with water, cut a jagged path
through the middle of a city street.
The small clique of teenagers
passing by found it funny.

“Look, it’s our local pond,” said
Denys, 15. “We could dive in for a
swim.”

In their baggy sweatshirts,
backpacks looped over one shoul-
der, youths walk the streets of Slo-
viansk, a frontline town in eastern
Ukraine, for lack of anything else
to do on a spring afternoon.

They slip past soldiers in full
combat gear, carrying rifles and
headed to the trenches about 20
miles away, and watch military
trucks rumble past, kicking up
clouds of dust. They are living
their teenage years in a holding
pattern because of the war that
rages around them — without
prom, graduation ceremonies,
movie theaters, parties or sports.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
has caused tremendous direct
damage, killing tens of thousands

of people and forcing millions of
Ukrainians from their homes. But
the war has also claimed another
casualty: the normal experiences
of teenagers like those in Slo-
viansk who live near combat
zones, hanging out in ravaged cit-
ies where rockets fly in regularly.

“I wish I had an ordinary life,”
said a 16-year-old named Mykyta.

His days, he said, have boiled
down to walks with friends and
playing video games in his room.
“We studied this whole city, we
know every corner,” Mykyta said.
“It’s not so fun anymore.”

During a meandering walk
around town on a recent after-
noon, a half-dozen teenagers said
they mostly handled the hard-
ships of war, and the terror of Rus-
sian attacks, with humor — mak-
ing fun of everything around
them, including one another. They
are identified only by their first
names because of their age.

Sloviansk, a small city on a
crossroads that was briefly occu-
pied by Russian proxy forces in 

Denys, left, and Mykyta with their friends outside a shelled building in Sloviansk, Ukraine. “I wish I had an ordinary life,” Mykyta said.
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When a devastating earth-
quake struck in February, Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad of Syria
spotted opportunity in disaster.
He called for an end to interna-
tional sanctions on his country
and within days, some were sus-
pended. Other Middle Eastern
states sent planeloads of aid and
senior officials from those coun-
tries soon followed for the first
high-level visits in years.

In the three months since, Mr.
al-Assad has made a remarkable
comeback, going from more than
a decade of near-total global isola-
tion after a series of atrocities, to
being welcomed back into the
Arab fold with virtually no strings
attached. And on Friday, he is ex-
pected to attend an annual sum-
mit of Arab leaders for the first
time in 13 years, the most defini-
tive sign yet that he is returning to
the region’s embrace.

Mr. Assad was shunned for bru-
tally suppressing his country’s
Arab Spring uprising in 2011,
which morphed into a civil war
that has ground to a standstill, but
has still not ended. His govern-
ment stands accused of wide-
spread torture, the use of chemi-
cal weapons against its own peo-
ple and forced population trans-
fers in a conflict that left hundreds
of thousands of people dead.

“The fact that Assad is coming
back strong and untouched, it is
sending a signal to Arab leaders,”
said Dareen Khalifa, a Syria ex-
pert at the International Crisis
Group. “At the end of the day, it
has a huge impact, Assad having
this victory lap in the region and
dictators knowing you can get
away with it.”

Analysts said the Syrian war
helped set the stage for what the
world is now witnessing in
Ukraine. The government’s vi-
cious crackdown on its own people
and the survival of Mr. al-Assad’s
regime came in large part because
of extensive military support from
Russian President Vladimir V.
Putin. But Russia was never held
accountable for the attacks it car-
ried out in Syria, including the tar-
geting of hospitals.

And since the early salvos of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last
year, the legacy of Mr. Putin’s role
in the Syrian war has loomed
large. The Russians have used 
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Today, mostly sunny, breezy during
the afternoon, high 68. Tonight, be-
coming cloudy, staying dry, low 56.
Tomorrow, cloudy, occasional rain,
high 68. Weather map, Page A24.


