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Lottery lined up once again
for the NBA, San Antonio
SPORTS, 1B

As the Town of Fallsburg’s building inspector, Allen
Frishman witnessed the bulldozing of countless dilap-
idated hotels and bungalow colonies that dotted the
Catskill Mountains.

But realizing he was privy to the last remains of the
Borscht Belt era, Frishman rescued signs, phone
booths, porcelain tables, chairs, tchotchkes and
ephemera from places like The Pines, Raleigh Hotel
and The Aladdin.

“There was so much left over from the heyday,”
Frishman said recently. “Families just walked away
from their property.”

Frishman, who chronicled his discoveries in his
book “Tales of a Catskill Mountain Plumber,” stored
the mementos in a pair of sheds behind his home in
Mountain Dale.

“It’s a very important piece of Americana that is go-
ing to disappear unless we provide safe haven for the
items and the stories and the photographs,” said Frish-
man, 72.

His collection soon will be heading to a new mu-
seum in the village of Ellenville in Ulster County that
will celebrate the period from roughly the 1920s to

early 1970s when summers brought thousands of
Jewish vacationers to the Catskills. 

After a dozen years and several false starts, plans
for a Borscht Belt Museum have been announced,
with inaugural events taking place – when else? –
this summer.

‘It’s a real
zeitgeist moment’

Allen Frishman’s collection of mementos from the Catskills will be featured in the Borscht Belt Museum.
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Borscht Belt museum coming soon to Catskills
Robert Brum Special to Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MUSEUM, Page 2A

Vintage photo of the former Kutsher’s Hotel and
Country Club in the Catskills.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a
nearly $11 billion investment on Tuesday to help
bring aff�ordable clean energy to rural communities
throughout the country.

Rural electric cooperatives, renewable energy
companies and electric utilities will be able to apply
for funding through two programs, U.S. Department
of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said during a
media briefi�ng on Monday.

Vilsack said it was the largest single federal in-
vestment in rural electrifi�cation since President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Rural Electrifi�cation
Act in 1936 as part of the New Deal.

“This is an exciting opportunity for the Rural Util-
ity Service to work collaboratively with our great
partners, the Rural Electric cooperatives, in order to 

$11B to fund
rural renewable
energy
Programs aim to make
clean power aff�ordable

Drew Costley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ENERGY, Page 3A

Funding for the new programs comes from the
Inflation Reduction Act, which has generated
hundreds of billions of dollars for renewable energy
transition and environmental cleanup.
RICK BOWMER/AP FILE

WASHINGTON – Bungled applications to eaves-
drop on a former aide of then-candidate Donald
Trump. Flawed research by a former British spy
tasked with a sensitive, and political, assignment.
And an FBI scrambling against the election-season
clock to untangle suspicions about foreign govern-
ment collusion that it feared could have grave nation-
al security implications. 

A 306-page report by Justice Department special
counsel John Durham is refocusing negative atten-
tion on one of the most politically signifi�cant investi-
gations in FBI history: the probe into whether
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign was conspiring
with Russia to tip the outcome of the election.

The fi�ndings aren’t fl�attering for the FBI, with Dur-
ham asserting that it rushed into the investigation
without an adequate basis and routinely ignored or
rationalized evidence that undercut its premise. 

The report catalogs a series of errors – though
many were already documented years ago by a sep-
arate Justice Department inspector general report,
and the FBI says it’s taken several dozen corrective
steps on its own.

A look at some of the major fi�ndings of the Durham
report.

Durham report
details ‘fl�awed’ probe
Eric Tucker and Nomaan Merchant
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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