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By Samantha Christmann
NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER

Tops Markets workers in
Hamburg were unloading a 25-pound
box of live lobsters Saturday when
they got a surprise – a bright orange
lobster packed among its mud red
peers.

“They opened it up and all of a
sudden they’re like, ‘This doesn’t look
right. Something’s not right with this
lobster,’” said Jay Knavel, manager at
the South Park Avenue store.

But one worker took a look at
it and knew just what they had on
their hands – an exceptional creature
that would not be going home to be
anyone’s dinner. He had heard of
such crustaceans while working at

Red Lobster.
Some Googling and a call to the

corporate office confirmed it. Larry
– that’s his name now – was a rare
specimen. One in 30 million to be
exact. He’s a lobster like any other,
but the bright color is caused by a
genetic mutation.

Workers dropped him into the
lobster tank for safe keeping while
they tried to figure out what to do
with him.

Larry caused a stir.
“It brought all the kids over to

look at it. It was a conversation piece,”
Knavel said. “Of course people want
to buy him, but he’s not for sale.”

Tops called the Niagara Aquarium

Rare orange lobster delivered to Tops
is saved before it ends up on dinner table

Joseph Cooke/Buffalo News

Larry the orange lobster, found Saturday
at Tops inHamburg, has a geneticmuta-
tion thatmakes him one in 30million.

Joseph Cooke/Buffalo News

Tourists enjoy the view as they exploreNiagara Falls State Park on a rainy afternoon in late April. Tourism has
started to rebound in BuffaloNiagara, but the labor shortage has hit the industry hard.

A s the weather gets warmer,
tourism in the Buffalo Niagara
region becomes more visible –

whether it’s the blue ponchos at the
Maid of theMist or convention attend-
ees making their way down Franklin
Street to the Buffalo Niagara Conven-
tion Center.

But tourism and hospitality keep
the region humming all year long. It
is especially the case in Niagara Coun-
ty, where more than 20% of jobs are
tied to tourism, according to data from

Oxford Economics Co., overtaking
agriculture as its No. 1 employer.

And the impact from the pandemic
continues to be felt, even as crossing
restrictions at the Canadian border
have been lifted. Leisure andhospitali-
ty jobs are down9% frompre-pandem-
ic levels, according to the state Labor
Department.

The industry is still building itsway
back from the Covid-19 crash, which
put a stop to business travel, closed
the Canadian border and drastically
changed consumer and business trav-
el habits.

Here are a few of the challenges the
industry faces as it goes forward.

A lack of workers
The labor shortage has hit the hos-

pitality and tourism industries espe-
cially hard.

Restaurants and hotels were forced
to shut downor reduce operations dur-
ing Covid-19, and, by April 2020, the
food and beverage workforce in Buffa-
lo Niagara was cut by more than half,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Many workers left the in-
dustry for different jobs – especially as
the economy shifted to include remote
work andbetter-paying jobswithmore
flexible schedules.

Buffalo Niagara tourism
builds back fromCovid crash

But industry still faces
significant challenges

ByAdamLiptak
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON – The Su-
preme Court handed twin vic-
tories to technology platforms
Thursday by declining in two
cases to hold them liable for
content posted by their users.

In a case involving Google,
the court for now rejected ef-
forts to limit the sweep of the
law that frees the platforms
from liability for user content,
Section 230 of the Communi-
cations Decency Act.

In a separate case involving
Twitter, the court ruled unani-
mously that another law allow-
ing suits for aiding terrorism
did not apply to the ordinary

activities of social media com-
panies.

The rulings did not defini-
tively resolve the question of
what responsibility platforms
should have for the content
posted on and recommended
by their sites, an issue that has
grown increasingly pressing
as social media has become
ubiquitous in modern life. But
the decision by the court to
pass for now on clarifying the
breadth of Section 230, which
dates to 1996, was cheered by
the technology industry, which
has long portrayed the law as
integral to the development of
the internet.

Supreme Court won’t
hold tech companies
liable for user posts

WELCOME BASKETS
HONOR 5/14 VICTIM
Laundry baskets filled with household
necessities – “Pearls of Wisdom” – honor
the legacy of Pearl Young, who enjoyed
helping others. Story on Page B1
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By Chris Bragg
NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF

ALBANY – Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul plans to recuse herself
from negotiating a new gam-
ing compact with the Seneca
Nation, instead tapping two
senior aides to hash out the
agreement.

Hochul is recusing herself
from negotiating a renewal
of the Seneca Nation compact
because her husband, William
Hochul, is senior vice presi-
dent, general counsel and sec-
retary at Delaware North, the
global gaming and hospitality
company that has an interest
in two racinos that directly
compete with the Seneca Na-
tion’s three casinos.

In 2021, Hochul signed an
agreement recusing herself

from decisions on “any/all
matters related to Delaware
North.”

The compact negotiation is
a unique situation, however,
because no one besidesHochul
can ultimately sign off on a
deal with the sovereign nation.

In an interview Thursday,
Seneca Nation President Rick-
ey Armstrong Sr. said he be-
lieved the Hochul administra-
tion’s positionwas that two top
aides – Director of State Op-
erations Kathryn Garcia and
Counsel Liz Fine – would have
final authority to negotiate the
deal, while Hochul would sim-
ply sign the agreement negoti-
ated by her aides.

“I think those two ladies
have the cards in their hands,
at this point,” Armstrong said.

But Armstrong also said he
suspects that Hochul will like-
ly not be able to fully recuse
herself from the negotiations.

Hochul’s office says the gov-
ernor has delegated all negoti-
ations to staff. Hochul chose to
recuse herself to a degree be-
yond what is required by law
in an effort to restore faith in
state government, her office
says.

“I don’t know how they re-
act in the state, but I don’t
sign nothing unless I know
what I’m signing,” Armstrong
said. “I think she has to know,
to some degree, and agree, to
some degree. I also think she’s
pushing the buttons behind

Hochul to recuse
herself from talks
on casino compact

Two senior aides,
Senecaswillmeet

Joseph Cooke/Buffalo News

Former SenecaNation
President Robert Odawi
Porter speaks at rally.
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