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Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Zach Whitecloud (2) skates against 
the Dallas Stars Feb. 25 in Las Vegas. The teams begin a series today at 
T-Mobile Arena to determine the Western Conference champion. The 
winner of the best-of-seven series advances to the Stanley Cup Final 
against the Florida Panthers or Carolina Hurricanes.

By Danny Webster
This story was posted  
on lasvegassun.com at 2 a.m. today.

Golden Knights defenseman 
Zach Whitecloud loves playoff 
hockey. When that’s pretty much 
all you’ve known since becoming 
a full-time NHL player, you want 
more of it.

Since Whitecloud became a 
fixture on the Golden Knights in 
2020, his NHL career has seen 
three trips to the Western Con-
ference Final — and, painfully, 
one season missing the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. Missing last year’s 
playoffs, he said,  was the ulti-
mate gut punch.

“When you’re sitting at home 
doing whatever after the regu-
lar season, it sucks,” the Golden 
Knights defenseman said.

Whitecloud is eager to take 
the next step in his playoff pro-

gression by helping the Knights 
win the Clarence Campbell 
Bowl as the Western Conference 
champions and earning a spot in 
the Stanley Cup Final.

That’s what is at stake begin-
ning today when Vegas hosts the 
Dallas Stars at 5:30 p.m. to open 
the best-of-seven series at T-Mo-
bile Arena. It’s Vegas’ fourth trip 
to the Western Conference Final 
in six seasons of existence, start-
ing in 2018 when the expansion 

club topped the Winnipeg Jets as 
part of an improbable run to the 
Stanley Cup Final.

“We’re here. We’ve been 
here,” said defenseman Brayden 
McNabb, an original member 
of the franchise. “We’ve got the 
experience and we can’t take that 
moment for granted.”

McNabb has been front and 
center for all the great wins, like 

STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS

Knights, Stars collide for Western Conference crown
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Fabian Emery, head custodian at Hayes Elementary School in Spring Valley, left, expresses surprise Wednesday after learning he won 
the “Custodians are Key” award, a national honor bestowed by the Tennant Company, a global janitorial equipment manufacturer. 
Also pictured is Hayes Principal Lindsay Packer. The 20-year-old Fabian, who bested more than 1,400 school custodians across the 
U.S. and Canada, was honored during an assembly at the school.

By Hillary Davis
This story was posted on lasvegassun.com at 2 a.m. today.

T he cafeteria is clean at Hayes Elementary 
School, but even more important, the kids 
there have a basketball team.     ¶     Both of 

these are thanks to the school’s head custodian, 
Fabian Emery, who for his work both mopping 
floors and guiding students, has earned a unique 
honor: best school custodian in the country.     ¶     
“Mr. Fabian,” as he is known to the 539 children of 
the public school in Spring Valley, comes in early, 
stays late, attends family events and pops in on 
weekends to keep the campus in top shape, school 
administration said after Emery picked up a plaque 
and plaudits Wednesday at a schoolwide assembly.

Emery stood off to the side of the cafeteria during most of the 
assembly, not knowing that he was there to be named an elite 
custodian. As the grand prize winner of this year’s “Custodians 
are Key” award from the Tennant Company, a global janitorial 
equipment manufacturer, Emery won $5,000 for himself and 
$10,000 for the school.

He also got a lot of love. 
Children wearing specially made rubber bracelets inscribed 

with a reminder to “Work Hard like Mr. Fabian” burst from 
their seats to whoop and cheer when a Tennant representative 
announced him as the winner.

Emery, one of three custodians at Hayes, says it takes a lot 
of patience to be an elementary school custodian. It also takes 
effort and a good nature to be warm and approachable — kids 
might only see their school custodian when something messy 
happens, and messes can be the result of something bad. Cus-
todians also do much of their work after hours, and they can be 
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Hayes Elementary’s
‘Mr. Fabian’ honored as best 
school custodian in the US

Golden Knights vs. Dallas Stars

n Game 1: 5:30 p.m. today at T-Mobile Arena (ESPN)
n Game 2: 12 p.m. Sunday at T-Mobile Arena (ABC)
n Game 3: 5 p.m. Tuesday at Dallas (ESPN)
n Game 4: 5 p.m. May 25 at Dallas (ESPN)
n Game 5: 5 p.m. May 27 at T-Mobile Arena (ABC)*
n Game 6: 5 p.m. May 29 at Dallas (ESPN)*
n Game 7: 6 p.m. May 31 at T-Mobile Arena (ESPN)*

*if necessary

[See Knights, Page 5]

Schoolchildren at Hayes helped celebrate by wearing specially 
made rubber bracelets inscribed with a reminder to “Work Hard 
like Mr. Fabian.”

[See School, Page 5]

By Adam Liptak
The New York Times Company

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
handed twin victories to technology plat-
forms Thursday, sidestepping an effort to 
limit a powerful liability shield for user 
posts and ruling that a law allowing suits 
for aiding terrorism did not apply to the 
ordinary activities of social media compa-
nies.

The court’s unanimous decision in one 
of the cases, Twitter v. Taamneh, effec-
tively resolved both cases and allowed the 
justices to duck difficult questions about 
the scope of a 1996 law, Section 230 of the 
Communications Decency Act.

In a brief, unsigned opinion in the case 
concerning the liability shield, Gonzalez 
v. Google, the court 
said it would not 
“address the appli-
cation of Section 
230 to a complaint 
that appears to 
state little, if any, 
plausible claim for 
relief.” The court 
instead returned 
the case to the 
appeals court “in 
light of our decision 
in Twitter.”

The tech indus-
try cheered the 
court’s decision to 
leave untouched 
Section 230, which 
it contends has 
paved the way for 
the modern inter-
net, with sprawling 
social media plat-
forms that feature 
constantly updat-
ing feeds of posts, 
images and videos.

“ C o m p a n i e s , 
scholars, content 
creators and civil 
society organiza-
tions who joined 
with us in this case 
will be reassured by 
this result,” Halimah DeLaine Prado, Goo-
gle’s general counsel, said in a statement.

The Twitter case concerned Nawras 
Alassaf, who was killed in a terrorist attack 
at the Reina nightclub in Istanbul in 2017 
for which the Islamic State group claimed 
responsibility. His family sued Twitter, 
Google and Facebook, saying they had 
allowed the Islamic State group to use their 
platforms to recruit and train terrorists.

Justice Clarence Thomas, writing for 
the court, said the “plaintiffs’ allegations 
are insufficient to establish that these 
defendants aided and abetted ISIS in car-
rying out the relevant attack,” using an 
alternative name for the Islamic State 
group.

SUPREME COURT
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from liability

The tech 
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to leave 
untouched 
Section 
230, 
which it 
contends 
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for the 
modern 
internet.

[See Ruling, Page 5]
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