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A community task force is being 
formed to address homelessness in 
Grant County.

The effort to form the Citizens 
Task Force on Homelessness in 
Grant County is led by Patricia 
Cano, a former professor of Span-
ish and Chicano studies at West-
ern New Mexico University and 
mother of Silver City District 4 
Town Councilor Guadalupe Cano. 

The formation of the task force 
came at the end of a two-hour 
town hall on homelessness organ-
ized by Councilor Cano, Grant 
County treasurer and Silver Con-
solidated Schools Board of Edu-

cation member Patrick Cohn and 
Grant County Commission Chair-
man Chris Ponce.

Local and state elected offi -
cials and other leaders were in-
vited, and among those attending 
were Grant County Commis-
sioners Billy Billings and Harry 
Browne, and Silver City Town 
Councilors Jose Ray, Nick 
Prince and Rudy Bencomo. The 
Sixth Judicial District Attorney’s 
Offi ce, Silver City code enforce-
ment and Silver Consolidated 
Schools were also represented. 

By JUNO OGLE
Daily Press Staff

While many people tackle the trails around 
Silver City on two wheels, Loren Poole does one 
better — or rather, with one less. 

Poole, 63, a recent trans-
plant to Silver City from 
Arizona, rides the trails on a 
unicycle.

He didn’t start out as a mountain unicyclist. 
He rode on two wheels, mainly mountain biking 
but also road cycling, for about 15 years before 
taking up the unicycle 10 years ago.

“Once I discovered the unicycle and I found I 
could ride it on the trail, I started doing less and 
less mountain biking and more and more unicy-
cling,” Poole said.

A Colorado friend who was then in his 60s was 
visiting Poole in the Phoenix area and showed 
Poole a video of himself riding a unicycle in 
front of his house.

“I thought you had to be 8 years old to learn 
that,” he said with a laugh. “I didn’t know old 
people could learn that.”

His friend later sent Poole one of his unicycles, 
which he repaired and started learning to ride. He 
had seen videos of people riding mountain unicy-
cles, and made it a goal to do that himself within 
a couple of years.

The Hurley Town Council discussed future recreation options 
for both two- and four-legged residents, along with reviewing its 
fi scal year 2024 budget in a workshop Wednesday evening.

Town Clerk Lori Ortiz presented the preliminary budget to 
councilors, but noted that there are a few aspects that will be re-
vised before the fi nal budget is due to the state at the end of June.

One of those revisions could possibly be an increase in solid 
waste expenses, as the town will soon be choosing a new contrac-
tor for trash pickup, Ortiz said.

“Those are probably going to go up quite a bit,” she said.
Trash pickup is budgeted for $65,000 next year — about $8,000 

more than this year. However, that fi gure won’t be fi nal until after 
the council approves a contractor at a future meeting.

Last year, the trash pickup fund went into a negative balance, 
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Community task 
force to address 
homelessness

Hurley talks recreational 
facilities, animal control

‘Like being ‘Like being 
   a kid   a kidNew Grant County 

resident learns area 
trails by unusual means

(Press Staff Photo by Juno Ogle)
Loren Poole, of Silver City, rides his mountain unicycle down a rocky portion of a trail near the Market 
Street Trailhead on Boston Hill.
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