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OUR LOCAL DINING GUIDE SERIES MAKES 
A SPLASHY DEBUT, RANKING THE TOP 
11 RESTAURANTS IN ASBURY PARK 
BASED ON FOOD QUALITY, CREATIVITY, 
SERVICE AND VALUE.    SEE WEEKEND!

CATCH OF 
THE DAY

Supreme Court avoids ruling 

on law shielding internet 

companies from being sued 

for what users post.

Mark Sherman   Associated Press 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday sided 
with Google, Twitter and Facebook in 
lawsuits seeking to hold them liable for 
terrorist attacks. But the justices side-
stepped the big issue hovering over the 
cases, the federal law that shields social 
media companies from being sued over 
content posted by others.

The justices unanimously rejected 
a lawsuit alleging that the companies 
allowed their platforms to be used to aid 
and abet an attack at a Turkish nightclub 
that killed 39 people in 2017.

In the case of an American college stu-
dent who was killed in an Islamic State 
terrorist attack in Paris in 2015, a unan-
imous court returned the case to a lower 
court, but said there appeared to be little, 
if anything, left of it.

The high court initially took up the 
Google case to decide whether the com-
panies’ legal shield for the social media 
posts of others, contained in a 1996 law 
known as Section 230, is too broad.

Instead, though, the court said it was 
not necessary to reach that issue because 
there is little tying Google to responsibil-
ity for the Paris attack.

“We therefore decline to address the 
application of Section 230 to a complaint 
that appears to state little, if any, plausi-
ble claim for relief,” the court wrote in an 
unsigned opinion.

The outcome is, at least for now, a vic-
tory for the tech industry, which pre-
dicted havoc on the internet if Google 
lost. But the high court remains free to 
take up the issue in a later case.

“The Court will eventually have to 
answer some important questions that 
it avoided in today’s opinions. Questions 
about the scope of platforms’ immunity 
under Section 230 are consequential 
and will certainly come up soon in other 
cases,” Anna Diakun, staff attorney at 
the Knight First Amendment Institute at 
Columbia University, said in an emailed 
statement.

Google general counsel Halimah 
DeLaine Prado said an email that the 
company will “continue our work to 
safeguard free expression online, com-
bat harmful content, and support busi-
nesses and creators who benefit from the 
internet.”

A lawyer for the family of Nohemi 
Gonzalez, who was killed in Paris, 
expressed disappointment at the out-
come, but pledged to fight on. 

“We lawyers see this decision as just 
another hurdle we need to navigate. It 
took decades to topple Big Tobacco, we’ll

The subject of fascination since it struck an iceberg and sank in 1912 on 

its maiden voyage, claiming about 1,500 lives, the Titanic is seen on the 

ocean floor in vivid clarity with a full-size digital scan of the wreckage, 

the companies behind a new documentary said Thursday.  Past images 

of the ship often were limited by low light and field of view, but the digital 

“twin” captures the bow and stern section — even the propeller’s serial 

number, says a doc executive. See A4.   AP; photos by Atlantic/Magellan via AP

Report by state comptroller 

was requested by governor 

following NJCU’s financial 

emergency last June.

Joshua Rosario   The Jersey Journal

A report by the Office of the State 
Comptroller into New Jersey City Uni-
versity’s current financial crisis blamed 
former school President Sue Henderson 
for costly failed recruitment efforts and a 
“likely unlawful” budgeting plan that hid 
the school’s dire situation.

The report released Thursday was the 
result of an investigation into how the 
Jersey City school, part of the state uni-
versity system, went from $104 million 
net position in 2015 to $69 million just 
six years later. It mentions no school offi-
cial other than Henderson by name, and 
it also placed the blame on an apparently 
ill-equipped board of trustees that failed 
to provide proper oversight.

Citing reports by The Jersey Journal, 
Gov. Phil Murphy called for the investiga-
tion into the Jersey City school’s finances 
in August, two months after Henderson 
resigned and the school declared a finan-
cial emergency.

Despite warnings from the then-CFO 
that it would likely violate federal law, 
Henderson endorsed an “improper allo-
cation” of $14 million in COVID-19-re-
lated Higher Education Emergency Relief 
Fund (HEERF) in the 2022 fiscal budget 
to pay for existing institutional scholar-
ships, state Comptroller Kevin Walsh said 
in the report.

While leadership eventually backed 
away from that plan, the board was 
still left in the dark as $14 million cash 
reserves were used to fund the scholar-
ships, which had been awarded to attract 
more students.

“They did this even though it wasn’t 
permitted by federal law, and that is 
something that wasn’t a close call,”

JERSEY CITY

Ex-president, 
trustees faulted 
in college’s 
fiscal crisis

NEW JERSEY

Shoring up the beach
With Memorial Day weekend fast 
approaching, North Wildwood gets state 
approval to remedy beach erosion that 
the mayor calls a public safety issue.   B1

SPORTS

Ray of hope for Mets
Pete Alonso blasts his 16th homer of the 
season as the Mets edge the Tampa Bay 
Rays, 3-2, at Citi Field, the Amazins’ first 
back-to-back wins since April 20-21.   D1

TECHNOLOGY 

Online titans 
win legal 
battle; larger 
issue remains

ATLANTIC OCEAN

Titanic wreck comes into 
sharp focus via digital ‘twin’ 

SEE INTERNET, A6

SEE NJCU, A10
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