
Officials say they’ll provide 

mental health care and 

medication-assisted treatment 

to prisoners in withdrawal

Jeff Goldman   For South Jersey Times

A correctional facility in New Jersey 
under federal investigation after seven 
inmates died by suicide in three years 
has agreed to improve care for opioid-ad-
dicted prisoners and hire more mental 
health professionals.

The proposed consent decree between 
the Cumberland County jail in Bridge-
ton and the U.S Department of Justice 
still must be approved by a court, fed-
eral officials said during a conference call 
this week with the media announcing the 
agreement.

“Today’s proposed consent decree is 
a significant step toward improving the 
care of individuals incarcerated in Cum-
berland County who are struggling with 
serious mental health disorders, and 
toward protecting the civil rights that 
are guaranteed by our Constitution,” U.S. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland said in 
a statement.

The jail said it will provide adequate 
mental health care and medication-as-
sisted treatment to prisoners facing 
opioid withdrawal, two things federal 
officials said the facility failed to do pre-
viously.

Each of the inmates who committed 
suicide was showing withdrawal symp-
toms from opioids at the time of their 
death, U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Philip 
Sellinger said during the conference call. 
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After an unprecedented two-year 
surge in state tax revenue, New Jersey’s 
gravy train is coming to an end.

The New Jersey Treasury Department 
says it now expects to collect $1.2 billion 
less for the fiscal year that ends June 30 
than it estimated in February, and its 
forecast for the new fiscal year is now $1 
billion lower than original estimates.

“Unfortunately, while we expected a 
decline in April revenues this year when 
compared to 2022, the returns of April 
2023 are necessitating the need to adjust 
our revenue forecasts downward,” New 
Jersey Treasurer Elizabeth Muoio said 
during a state Assembly Budget Commit-
tee hearing on Wednesday.

State tax collections took a nosedive 
in April, falling more than 14% from last 
year’s historically high levels, and collec-
tions for the current fiscal year came in 
more than 1% lower when compared with 
the previous year.

Wednesday’s revenue update marked 
the end of the Legislature’s review of Gov. 
Phil Murphy’s $53.1 billion state bud-
get proposal, and it signified the start of

NEW JERSEY BUDGET

In ominous 
sign, state’s 
tax revenue 
drops $1.4B

North Wildwood Mayor Patrick Rosenello speaks about coastal erosion while standing near a city-installed bulkhead in North Wild-
wood earlier this month. “We were facing a very serious public safety issue and with Memorial Day weekend that would have been a 
disaster,” he says.   Photos by Jim Lowney, for South Jersey Times
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Third time’s the charm for North Wild-
wood.

The Jersey Shore town has received 
approval from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection to 
address public safety issues linked to 
severe coastal erosion that has eaten up 
about ten blocks worth of beach, Mayor 
Patrick Rosenello told NJ Advance Media 
on Thursday.

Walkways to nowhere and sand dunes 
with steep cliffs dot the shoreline. Orange 
signs at eight entry points advise visitors 
to enter the beach elsewhere but the mayor 
says it’s been easy for people to bypass 
them.

“We were facing a very serious pub-
lic safety issue and with Memorial Day 
weekend that would have been a disas-
ter,” Rosenello said over the phone, noting 
that the city’s population of 5,000 people 
swells to 40,000 during the summer.

Last October, the remnants of Hurri-
cane Ian erased 80 feet of sand dunes on 
the beach in North Wildwood. As of mid-
May, half a mile’s worth of sand on the 21/4-
mile beach has been wiped away.

Starting Monday, $100,000 from the 
city’s budget will go toward restoring and 
reinforcing various public access points 
at North Wildwood beach and grade sand 
on the beach to alleviate dunes with steep 
drop-offs where people may be at risk, 

Rosenello said.
Specifically, the city will reshape the 

dune mid-block between 12th and 16th 
avenues and make the beach accessible 
between 13th and 15th Avenues.

Wednesday’s authorization was the 
third request for such work. The first two 
— submitted in October 2022 and Feb-
ruary 2023 — also included the building 
of a 1,300-foot steel bulkhead and were 
denied.

But North Wildwood’s beach dilem-
mas are not new.

As far back as 2020, the city has built 
stretches of a bulkhead (about 2,000 
feet) on the beach in the same area with-
out NJDEP authorization. Rosenello said 
in the past decade, North Wildwood has 
dedicated about $20 million of taxpayer 
money for sand replenishment projects 
and other coastal protection efforts in the 
face of stronger storms resulting from cli-
mate change.

I n t he NJ DE P ’s  approva l  let-
ter Wednesday, the Division of Land 
Resource Protection Determination 
noted that it continued to have “concern” 
over alternatives proposed by the city 
including back passing and trucking in 
sand from upland areas.

Back passing sand includes using 
hydraulic equipment to pump it from 
one beach to another. North Wildwood 
has back passed about 1.6 million cubic 
yards of sand from Wildwood since 
2016, according to Stockton University’s 
Coastal Research Center.

“It is still the (DEP’s) position, as 
relayed to the city in the October 2022 
and February 2023 emergency authoriza-

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

County jail 
agrees to better 
addiction care 
after 7 suicides

NORTH WILDWOOD

Shore town fighting state over beach erosion 
wins OK for quick fix before summer

Eroded dunes line some of the beach in North Wildwood in early May. Rosenello said 
that in the past decade, North Wildwood has dedicated about $20 million of taxpayer 
money for sand replenishment projects and other coastal protection efforts.

As part of the work, $100,000 

from North Wildwood’s budget 

will go toward reinforcing 

various beach public access 

points, the mayor said.
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A.J. BROWN IS FULL OF PRAISE FOR 
FELLOW EAGLES WR DEVONTA SMITH, 
LEFT, SAYING THAT HE CONTINUES 
TO GET BETTER AND THAT “THE 
SKY’S THE LIMIT” FOR HIM.    C1
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Last October, the 
remnants of Hurricane 
Ian erased 80 feet of 
sand dunes on the beach 
in North Wildwood. As 
of mid-May, half a mile’s 
worth of sand on the 
21/4-mile beach has been 
wiped away.
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