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Breaking a pattern of more than 15
years, Senate President Nicholas Scu-
tari provided details in his most recent
campaign fi�nance report about some
of the vendors his campaign used and
how much they received, after North-
Jersey.com reported that Scutari had
failed to properly report the details of
roughly $600,000 worth of expenses
in the past.

In prior fi�lings, when Scutari or staff�
members paid for campaign expenses
themselves and then received reim-
bursement, the details of the spending
— including the names of vendors and
the amounts of the individual expenses
— were not reported.

“No one ever told us that what we did
wasn’t exactly accurate, and our reim-
bursements are to the penny, and we
have obviously backup and justifi�cation
for every single one,” Scutari told North-
Jersey.com on Tuesday. “I’m an Eagle
Scout; I’ve done everything exactly by 
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The state attorney general’s offi�ce
has fi�led a civil rights complaint
against the Hanover Township school
district and requested an emergency
court order to stop the district from
implementing a policy adopted Tues-
day night that would require teachers
to disclose to parents the gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation of
LGBTQIA+ students.

The school district has, in turn,
challenged the state, saying it will
“vigorously defend” this policy, which
it says “protects parental rights and
ensures the safety of all school chil-
dren.”
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See POLICY, Page 8A

See SCUTARI, Page 5A
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Verona resident Scott Chesney, 53,
fell in love with the Jersey Shore all over
again after being away for decades fol-
lowing his loss of the use of his legs at 15
due to a stroke. 

For years, he had diffi�culty navigat-
ing the sand with his wheelchair. His
idea of heaven on Earth was unreach-
able.

For decades, wheelchair users had
few options, as beach wheelchairs with
wheels large enough to navigate sand
were in short supply, advocates and
families said. 

However, in recent years, beach ac-
cessibility has been improving, with
many Jersey Shore towns off�ering free
beach and surf wheelchairs. 

Thirty years after Chesney’s last
Shore vacation, beach wheelchairs
started popping up along the Jersey
Shore.

Asbury Park, Cape May, Ocean City,
Sea Isle City and Wildwood are listed as
being among its most accessible towns,
off�ering free beach and surf wheelchairs
that can be reserved, as well as 

Scott Chesney, of Verona, sits in a surf wheelchair, which puts users in a recumbent position between pontoons that
serve as armrests and floatation devices. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SCOTT CHESNEY
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Chesney didn’t return to his beloved ocean for more than 30 years, when beach
wheelchairs started popping up along the Jersey Shore.

See BEACHES, Page 5A

“The fi�rst time I tried it out, I was with two other people with
disabilities, and what was amazing was we all had different intentions.
Somebody just wanted to get to the beach for the fi�rst time; he was
accommodated. The next one just wanted to put her feet in the water;
she was accommodated. I wanted to go as far out into the ocean as
possible, and I was accommodated. It was amazing.”

Scott Chesney, Verona resident 


