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M
ourners lined up early at Rowan University to pay respects to a fallen South Jersey police

offi�cer. His car was surrounded by black cloth; a pair of ladder trucks held a massive Amer-

ican fl�ag aloft as his casket arrived at the venue. h Offi�cer Bobby Shisler was laid to rest

Wednesday in a private ceremony.

But not before friends, family and
supporters of the Deptford Township
Police Department gathered with law
enforcement from around South Jersey
and beyond to honor the 27-year-old
and his sacrifi�ce to the community.

“It was our greatest honor to bring
you home today,” a Deptford police offi�-
cer read in a eulogy he said was written
by members of the department. “You are
the best of all of us.”

For eight weeks, Shisler “taught us all
what it meant to be Shisler strong …
what it meant to be from Deptford, what
it means to be a Spartan” — a reference
to the high school Shisler attended —
“and what it means to have courage and
to provide hope.”

“You were the heart of Team 4, and
now you are the heart of an entire com-
munity. With every blue light that is lit
in your memory, there is a reminder that
you are never alone, that we are never
alone, that your family is never alone.”

Shisler’s sister Ashley, fl�anked by two
of her brother’s friends, joked that she
and her brother, the oldest were “short,
angry, dark-haired gremlins.” Bobby,
she said with a small laugh, “in Heaven,
he’s fi�nally reached 6 foot.”

Her brother, she tearfully said, “was a
force to be reckoned with, an all-Amer-
ican boy who was good at everything,
nice to everyone, but would (mess) you
up in a heartbeat when it came to his
family and friends.

“If you looked up the word ‘loyalty,’
his picture would be right next to it.”

She expressed her love and gratitude 

‘THE ULTIMATE
SACRIFICE’

Deptford Police Officer Robert Shisler’s mother Tracy carries the flag that draped his coffin as she walks with husband
Robert and daughter Ashley outside Rowan University’s Pfleeger Concert Hall in Glassboro after his funeral service there
on Wednesday. Shisler died May 7 from injuries sustained in the line of duty.
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Offi�cer’s funeral service draws large crowds of mourners

Joseph P. Smith and Phaedra Trethan Cherry Hill Courier-Post | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See SHISLER, Page 12A

HAMILTON – A Gloucester Town-
ship man was fatally shot early
Wednesday in this Mercer County
community.

Matthew Morales, 28, was gunned
down shortly after 1 a.m. on the 4900
block of South Broad Street, according
to the Mercer County Prosecutor’s Of-
fi�ce.

The Blackwood man was pro-
nounced dead a short time after being
taken to an area hospital.

No arrests were announced, and an
investigation is ongoing.

Anyone with information is asked
to Prosecutor’s Detective Luis Vega at
609-989-6406 or Sgt. Sherika Salmon
at 609-960-3119.

Information can also be emailed to
mchtftips@mercercounty.org.

Jim Walsh is a senior reporter with
the Courier-Post, Burlington County
Times and The Daily Journal. Email
him at jwalsh@cpsj.com.

Blackwood
man slain
in Mercer
County
shooting
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TRENTON – A man accused of
holding a woman captive in a remote
area of South Jersey’s Pinelands now
faces additional charges of sex crimes.

James W. Parrillo Jr., 57, was arrest-
ed on Feb. 7 after a woman locked her-
self inside a convenience store in Bass
River Township and told a clerk she’d
been forced to make a months-long
cross-country trip with the suspect.

Parrillo, initially charged with kid-
napping and other off�enses, now is ac-
cused additionally of two counts each
of aggravated sexual assault and sexu-
al assault, according to the state Attor-
ney General’s Offi�ce.

An 11-count indictment also in-
cludes new charges of criminal coer-
cion and theft by extortion, the agency
said in a statement.

Parrillo also is charged with kidnap-
ping, aggravated assault, criminal co-
ercion, and hindering apprehension.
The charges are only allegations. Parril-
lo has not been convicted in the case.

Woman assaulted during
captivity in Pinelands town

The sex charges arise from Parrillo’s
alleged actions in Bass River, where he
and the woman had lived in a rented 
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See SUSPECT, Page 2A

Police officers wait in line for Deptford police Officer Robert Shisler’s funeral at
the Rowan University Pfleeger Concert Hall in Glassboro on Wednesday. 

“This is a great show of support for the Shisler family

and the Deptford Police Department. This turnout is

unreal, but I guess it helps for people to come together

to try to make sense of this tragedy.”
Tom Sullivan, 
a retired Gloucester County Prosecutor’s Office chief of detectives


