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The Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst Power in
the Pines air show will return this weekend after a fi�ve-
year hiatus. Gates open at 9 am both Saturday, May 20,
and Sunday, May 21, with the opening ceremony start-
ing at 11:25 a.m. each day. 

The show will kick off� with a performance by the
U.S. Army Parachute Team, also known as the Golden
Knights. 

It will feature members of the New Jersey Army Na-
tional Guard, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, U.S. Army and Massachusetts National
Guard, who will be fl�ying a variety of planes including
tankers, transports and airlift aircrafts. 

It will also feature demonstrations of the Air Force
F-16 Viper Demo Team, as well as pilots Rick Volker,
Patrick McAlee and the Warbird Thunder team, who
all specialize in competitive aerobatics.

Multiple aircraft and military vehicles will be on
display on the ground, some of which you will be free
to climb in.

The theme this year is “On the Wings of Communi-
ty.” 

The event is free and open to the public. Visitors are
advised to enter in through the McGuire Gate, the
Route 88 Gate or the Langlois Gate. 

The military base, which typically hosts an air show
every two years, cancelled its 2020 show as the COVID
pandemic started and the 2022 show, citing the de-
mands of its missions at the time. 

Its last airshow was in 2018. 
The event will end at 4 p.m. both Saturday and Sun-

day. 
Further information can be found by calling the

Public Aff�airs Offi�ce at 609-754-2104 or by email at
87.abw.pa@us.af.mil.

Olivia Liu is a reporter covering transportation, Red
Bank and western Monmouth County. She can be
reached at oliu@gannett.com.

Air show returns
to Joint Base this
weekend after
fi�ve long years
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Some of the aircraft on display at the Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst air show on May 14, 2016.
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OCEANPORT - Netfl�ix has been granted more time
than originally allowed to complete its due diligence
to purchase Fort Monmouth’s nearly 300-acre Mega
Parcel and turn it into a fi�lm and TV production stu-
dio. 

The reason for the extension is the sheer magni-
tude of the property and the many challenges dealing
with several defunct former Army buildings and old
infrastructure. Specifi�cally, Netfl�ix said it needs more
time to do complete title searches, surveys, traffi�c

mitigation, environmental testing, plan its energy
and power sources and emergency services arrange-
ments. 

Netfl�ix was aff�orded a 90-day due diligence period
from Jan. 14, the day Gov. Phil Murphy signed off� on
its Purchase and Sale and Redevelopment Agree-
ment, or PARSA, with the Fort Monmouth Economic
Revitalization Authority, the state agency overseeing
the redevelopment of the old Army post that was
shuttered in 2011. 

In that agreement, Netfl�ix was permitted to re-
quest two 30-day extensions, which is has. The 

Netfl�ix needs more time
on Fort Monmouth plan
Magnitude of studio property leads to delay
Dan Radel
Asbury Park Press
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See NETFLIX, Page 8A

In 2002, Judith Hopkins was close to fi�nishing a
degree in dance and theater when she fell ill.

Left bedridden for 14 years by chronic illness, Hop-
kins was forced to drop out of school and could no
longer perform on stage.

Her sadness was overwhelming, and nothing
seemed to be make life better until she started thera-
py with a psychologist, a move that changed her life
and inspired her future. 

On Wednesday, some two decades later, she fi�nal-
ly received her bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Georgian Court University. 

“I doubted myself in going back to school almost
20 years later. I really shocked myself,” Hopkins said,
explaining that she wants to bring positive change to
people’s lives as much as her psychologist once did
for her. 

During her time at Georgian Court, Hopkins also
earned a grant from NASA for a research project
about motherhood and expectations in the work-
place. Today, she still writes for the space agency. 

Hopkins, from Allenhurst, was one of 354 under-

graduate students and 150 graduate students award-
ed their degrees at Georgian Court University’s112th
commencement ceremony Wednesday. According to
the university, 40% of this spring’s graduates were
the fi�rst in their families to obtain a college degree.

Hopkins, who is in her 40s, said she felt self con-
scious about her age at the beginning, but later, she
realized her age was an advantage.

And she was not alone. 
While the youngest graduate Wednesday was 20,

the oldest was 66, said University President Joe Mar-
bach.

“Earning a college degree is no guarantee of suc-
cess or happiness. Statistics certainly show a corre-
lation between the two, but success and happiness 

‘I really shocked
myself ’ 

2023 Georgian Court graduates smile in Lakewood on Wednesday. PETER ACKERMAN/ASBURY PARK PRESS
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Georgian Court graduates
walk the aisle Wednesday

According to the university,
40% of this spring’s
graduates were the fi�rst in
their families to obtain a
college degree.

See GCU, Page 2A


