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SPOR T S

OLYMPI AN
ACC OMPLISHMENT
Oxbow ’s Skylar Robinson,
left, looks to pass around
CV U’s Connor Turnbaugh
during their VPA unified
basketball quarterfinal on
Wednesday. Oxbow won,
35-30. Page B1

RELIGION

SHELTER FROM
THE STORM
As changing policies,
rampant misinformation
and exasperated, fearful
crowds converge in the
desert city of El Paso,
Texas, faith leaders are striving to provide shelter and
uplift to the migrants in their midst. Page B8
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PLE ASANT,
WA R M E R
Highs 72 to 78.
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By HOLLY RAMER
Associated Press

CONCORD — A bill that would have re-
quired school officials to disclose to inquir-
ing parents that their child is using a differ-
ent name or being referred to as being a dif-
ferent gender was defeated Thursday in the
New Hampshire House.

The bill had passed the GOP-dominated
Senate in March along party lines. But
while Republicans hold a razor-thin major-
ity in the 400-member House, Democrats
had a one-vote edge in attendance for
Thursday ’s session.

Democrats
passed several “poi-
son pill” amend-
ments to weaken
the bill before it was
defeated on a 195-
190 vote, with two
Republicans cross-
ing party lines to op-
pose it. Rep. Gerri
Cannon, a Demo-
crat from Somer-
sworth who was one
of the first transgen-
der lawmakers elected in New Hampshire,
said her heart was beating faster and faster
with each amendment until the final vote.

“I was truly excited,” she said. “I’ve
been so upset with what’s going on in this
countr y.”

Many states with Republican-controlled
legislatures have enacted similar mea-
sures, fueled by parental frustration with
schools that boiled over during the coron-
avirus pandemic. In the U.S. House, such a
bill was the first legislation that House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy formally an-
nounced — fulfilling a major part of the
GOP campaign platform.

The New Hampshire version sought “to
establish a consistent mechanism for par-
ents to be notified of information relating to
the health, well-being and educational
progress of their minor children while
those children are in the custody and con-
trol of the public schools.”

“Now is the time to recognize that par-
ents, not schools, not school personnel, are
the parents with all those rights and respon-
sibilities for their minor children,” said Rep.
Rick Ladd, a Republican from Haverhill.

The final vote to “indefinitely postpone”

Senate version fails when
House Democrats turn out

Pa re n ta l
r i gh ts

bill falls
in vote

NEW HAMPSHIRE

COOL POOL

VALLEY NEWS — JAMES M. PATTERSON
David Johnson, of Corinth, fishes petals blown from a tree in his yard out of his pool in Corinth on Wednesday. Johnson
filled the pool last week from the brook that runs beside his house, and with temperatures forecasted to dip into the 20s
overnight, he doesn’t plan to swim in it until June. “It ’s still cold then,” he said.

WORLD & NATION, B3

SOCIAL MEDIA
ESCAPES JUDGMENT
The Supreme Court on
Thursday sided with
Google, Twitter and
Facebook in lawsuits
seeking to hold them liable
for terrorist attacks. But
the justices sidestepped
the issue hovering over the
cases, the law that shields
companies from being
sued over others’ content .

AP — CHRIS CARLSON

By ETHAN WEINSTEIN
V TDigger

WOODSTOCK — The town’s
economic development commis-
sion has expanded its housing in-
centives, allowing landlords in
bordering towns to receive fund-
ing to house Woodstock workers
in newly created, unused or for-
merly short-term rentals.

Wo o d s t o c k ’s Selectboard ap-
proved the amended program
Tuesday night.

The town’s economic develop-
ment commission — funded by
Wo o d s t o c k ’s 1% option tax — first
created its rental incentive pro-
gram last year.

The program paid landlords
up to $10,000 to build or refurbish
rental units to make them livable
and offered similar funds to con-
vert short-term rentals to long-
term rentals.

To obtain the grant, the land-

lord needed to rent the space for
three years to someone working
in Woodstock or surrounding
towns. Owners could charge no
more than $1,000 a month for a
studio, $1,500 for a one-bedroom
or $2,500 for a multi-bedroom
unit, not including utilities.

Like other towns across the
state, Woodstock has a dearth of
affordable rentals. In turn, some
local businesses have struggled
to find workers.

“The market isn’t providing
these houses, so we have to pro-

vide some subsidies,” said Jill
Davies, a member of the eco-
nomic development commis-
s i o n’s housing working group.

Now the program is expand-
ing to cover units in Bridgewater,
Pomfret, Reading and Hartland,
so long as the units are rented to
someone working an average of
at least 25 hours per week in
Wo o d s t o c k .

“You just have to try every-
thing and see what works,”

Economic board stretches
funding to neighbor towns

Panel expands options for housing
WOODS TOCK

By PATRICK ADRIAN
Valley News Staff Writer

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION — The Select-
board will decide this month whether to close
the Wilder park-and-ride commuter lot due to
ongoing complaints from neighbors about ille-
gal or nuisance activities.

At Tuesday’s Selectboard meeting, acting

Town Manager Gail Ostrout recommended
temporarily closing the lot until a plan is de-
vised to address safety concerns raised by resi-
dents, who say the lot is frequently used for ille-
gal dumping, loitering and illicit drug use.

“Currently the way the park and ride is be-
ing utilized is not safe for the community, and
it’s not a good use of resources or the staff in
the town,” Ostrout told board members.

The lot, which is town-owned, is located in a
mixed-use area of businesses and residential
homes on Hartford Avenue, near the intersec-
tion with Bugbee Street, which many motorists

use to access Interstate 91.
Ostrout said the Hartford Police Depart-

ment has dedicated “an exceptional amount of
labor ” to calls from residents reporting suspi-
cious or illegal activities in the lot.

Between July 2022 and April 2023, officers
made 47 visits to the lot, according to Police
Chief Gregory Sheldon. The majority of these
stops were responding to calls from neighbors
and passers-by reporting violations.

Most of those reports “are unfounded,”

Selectboard to discuss next move
after complaints over nuisance acts

Wilder park-and-ride shutdown possible
HAR TFORD

By FRANCES MIZE
Valley News Staff Writer

STRAFFORD — Under orders from the
fire marshal, the listers’ office has moved
out of the town offices and into a private
residence.

A circa-1883 building erected by 19th cen-

tury statesman Justin Morrill has housed of-
fices for the town clerk and other officials
since the early 1970s. Conversations about
updating the offices, which do not comply
with the Americans with Disabilities Act and
provide cramped workspace for town offi-
cials, have dragged on for two decades. Pre-
vious proposals have fallen victim to pan-
demic delays and voter opposition.

But noncompliance with state fire code

Noncompliance with fire code forces
workspace into private home

Listers ousted from town offices
STR AFFORD

“I was truly
excited. I’ve
been so upset
by what’s
going on in
this country.”

REP. GERRI CANNON
D-Somerswor th
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