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By JAMIE L. COSTA
Monitor staff

Planning board members were
left disgruntled Wednesday night
when the applicant of a proposed
casino and his consultants failed to
produce an adequate emergency
services assessment per the re-
quest of the board, further delaying
the application.

The report did not provide site-
specific estimates and projections
regarding potential demand for
fire, police and emergency medical
services for the proposed develop-
ment near Exit 3 on Interstate 393
in Concord and did not review the
suggested comparable venues as
requested.

Instead, the report included his-
torical data from local police de-
partments, the history of the state
law regarding charitable gaming
and comparisons to smaller
venues, which was not what the
board asked to receive.

“It wasn’t just emergency ser-
vices from police departments, we
expressed interest in fire services
and EMT services,” said City Coun-
cilor Byron Champlin, who sits on

Applicant for gambling venue
failed to produce adequate
emergency service estimate

B oard:
Ca s i n o
re p o r t
l a ck i n g

C ONC ORD

By Monitor staff

The twice-annual auction of sur-
plus government property returns
this weekend at White Farm in Con-
cord, with a new twist: big items
like trucks will be sold in person on
Saturday, while smaller items will
be sold online starting Monday.

The auction, held each spring
and fall, sells hundreds of used or
unneeded items from state and mu-
nicipal governments. Items range
from kayaks to mailboxes, filing
cabinets to eyewash stations, lam-
posts to a volleyball net but the bulk
of the sale involves cars, trucks and
construction vehicles as large as
front-end loaders.

Some eye-catching items for
sale include snowmobiles,
ATVs and at least one boat. Equip-
ment can be previewed at the Clin-
ton Street property from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday.

Vehicles and large equipment

Municipal excess to be sold at
White Farm complex

State surplus
auction

returns on
Sat u rd ay
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By BEATRICE BURACK
New Hampshire Bulletin

Clover, a 6-month-old infant with
a pink bow on her head, spent May 2
at a Senate Finance Committee
hearing with her mom, Isabelle
Plante. Clover didn’t have much to
say, but Plante was “fired up” about
the lack of accessible child care in
the state. 

Plante, who was born in New
Hampshire and moved back to the
state to raise her children, says she
and her husband are now “consider-
ing leaving because we can’t care for
our kids.” For them, it’s not a matter

of affording child care, a significant
challenge for many families. They
simply can’t find any.

When Clover was born, Plante
called all the infant day care centers
within an hour radius of her Center
Harbor home and found no one who
would even put Clover on a wait-
list. 

“I cannot go back to work be-
cause I don’t currently have care for
h e r, ” Plante said. The earliest she
can get Clover into a center is
N o v e m b e r.  

She’s not the only New Hamp-
shire parent out of the workforce
due to the child care shortage. Data
from U.S. Census Bureau sur-
veys show that between June 2022
and April 2023, 15,700 people, on av-

State child care shortage
contributes to worker

shortages across industries

‘Fired up’ parents, ‘u n d e r pa i d ’ c a re rs
ECONOM Y

ERIC RYNSTON-LOBEL / Monitor staff
Runners take off from the starting line at the 21st Rock ‘N Race Thursday evening in downtown Concord. The annual event, presented by
Merrimack County Savings Bank, provides funding for programs and services available to patients and their families at the HOPE Resource Center
at Concord Hospital Payson Center for Cancer Care. The center offers nutritional counseling, social work support, financial guidance, meditation
and spiritual care at no cost to patients.

Cour tesy
Isabelle Plante holds her daughter, Clover North, while posing for a
family photo with her husband, Julian North, and son, Alden North.SEE CHILD CARE A2

RACING AGAINST CANCER

By HOLLY RAMER
Associated Press

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — A bill that would have re-
quired school officials to disclose to inquiring parents
that their child is using a different name or being re-
ferred to as being a different gender was defeated Thurs-
day in the New Hampshire House.

The bill, similar to those already enacted by Republi-
can-led legislatures in multiple states, had passed the
GOP-dominated Senate in March along party lines. But
Republicans hold a razor-thin majority in the 400-mem-

Vote was along party lines in GOP majority
House, but more Dems were present Thursday

Bill to force schools to ‘o ut ’ trans kids fails
STATE HOUSE

MORE ONLINE: View an expanded photo gallery online at concordmonitor.com.

SEE BILL A2

Alice Anderson
of Exeter
stands outside
the State
House
Thursday to
oppose a bill
being voted on
in the House
that would
require school
officials to
disclose that
their child is
using a
dif ferent
name.
HOLLY RAMER / AP

SEE CA SINO A4

SEE AUC TION A3

INSIDE
SPOR T S

RISING TIDE
Wednesday was Concord
girls softball’s chance to
partially erase the sour
taste in their mouths after
losing to Exeter twice last
year, including in the
championship game. The
Tide took it and won,
beating the Blue Hawks
4 - 1.
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