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Prominent professor from UNL retires after 42 years. LOCAL, A3
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Her story drew Joel Sartore in 
— a harrowing journey, a survi-
vor’s spirit.

There was her beautiful plum-
age, of course, and that attitude 
— queen of the aviary at the Las 
Angeles Zoo.

So it was fitting that Jolie — 
an Indochinese green magpie — 
represented another milestone 
for Sartore’s Photo Ark project.

The small, colorful magpie is 

the 14,000th species the Na-
tional Geographic photographer 
has photographed since he began 
the project in Lincoln — his home 
city — 17 years ago.

In 2006, he’d chosen to stay 
closer to home after his wife, 
Kathy, was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. He had an idea, called it 
the biodiversity project and con-
vinced then-Lincoln Children’s 
Zoo director John Chapo to let 
him photograph a naked mole 
rat. Then a blue and black poi-
son dart frog.

The idea grew into a project 
called the Photo Ark (he dumped 
the first name) with an ambitious 

Species series featured
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Joel Sartore photographed this female Indochinese green magpie 
(Cissa hypoleuca hypoleuca), also known as the yellow breasted 
magpie, at the Los Angeles Zoo. This female is named Jolie.
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With a bill to legalize cannabis for medical 
use in Nebraska stuck in committee, medical 
marijuana advocates will try to put the issue 
before voters for the third straight election 
cycle.

Nebraskans for Medical Marijuana filed 
two initiatives with the Secretary of State’s 
office on Thursday with the goal of qualifying 
the measure for the November 2024 general 
election ballot.

Crista Eggers, the statewide campaign co-
ordinator for Nebraskans for Medical Mari-
juana, earlier told state senators on the Judi-
ciary Committee that if the Legislature failed 
to take action that parents like her would.

“For 10 years this has been talked about 
and advocated for by patients and caregiv-
ers like myself,” said Eggers, whose 8-year-

old son, Colton, has intractable seizures. “I 
would have hoped our legislative body had 
decided it was important enough, but un-
fortunately that has not happened.”

Two separate petitions have identical 
language to a pair of measures that were 
circulated in 2022. Both seek to force the 
Legislature to change state statute and le-
galize cannabis for medical use instead of 
amending the state constitution.

The first petition will enact a new state 

‘We know the people support this’

MARTHA STODDARD
Omaha World-Herald  

Nebraska lawmakers passed 
the last pieces of the state budget 
Thursday and sent the package 
on to Gov. Jim Pillen’s desk. 

The governor will have un-
til Wednesday 
to sign or veto 
any bill within 
the package or to 
issue line-item 
vetoes on specific 
items. It will be 
the first budget of Pillen’s ad-
ministration. 

The package includes several 
items Pillen called for in his Jan-
uary budget recommendations, 
such as $1.25 billion to create an 
Education Future Fund to boost 
state aid to schools, plus money 
to build a new prison and a ca-
nal-and-reservoir system in 
western Nebraska. 

But it also would increase state 
spending more than the governor 
had recommended, including 
higher payment rates for health 
and human services providers 
and a larger increase in funding 
for the University of Nebraska.

As passed, the Legislature’s 
budget would appropriate $10.7 
billion for state operations and 
aid and authorize capital con-
struction projects for the two fis-
cal years ending June 30, 2025. It 
also would transfer more money 
into the state’s long-standing 
Property Tax Credit Fund.

The budget would increase 
state general fund spending by 
an annual average of 2.2% over 
the two years. That’s well below 
the average going back 20 years 
but more than the 1.3% average 
spending growth that Pillen pro-
posed.

The package would leave an 
estimated $892 million in the 
state’s general fund for tax cuts 
and other uses over the two fiscal 
years. That would be the differ-
ence between revenue projec-
tions and the spending plan.

Major income tax cut and 
property tax relief measures that 
are awaiting final approval would 
reduce those revenues by an es-
timated $561 million during the 
two years. That’s down from the 
$870 million impact estimated 
before lawmakers trimmed back 
the tax measures.

State Sen. Rob Clements of 
Elmwood, the Appropriations 
Committee chairman, pointed 
out that the tax cuts plus all other 
bills at the second and third 
rounds of consideration would 
tally up to $863 million. He said 
he hoped to see some additional 
trims made in those bills. 

Overall, however, Clements 
said he was pleased with the 
budget. He said the package kept 
spending growth down, while 
funding the priorities of state 
agencies and addressing about 
half of the 87 bills referred to the 
committee. Those bills sought 
a combined $1.3 billion, out of 
which the budget package in-
cluded about $400 million.

Clements said he hopes to set 
aside more money in the state’s 
“rainy day” fund in the future. 
Under the budget package, the 
cash reserve fund is expected to 
be at $779 million by June 30, 
2025, or about 13% of state rev-
enues for one year. That would be 

Lawmakers 
pass $10.7B 
budget plan

Photo project hits 
milestone, images 
to appear on stamps

Images from Joel Sartore’s Photo Ark project are featured as forever stamps, which were unveiled Friday. In the image above, a black-footed 
ferret is shown. In the bottom photos (from left) a candy darter, golden-cheeked warbler and Key Largo cotton mouse are shown.
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Medical marijuana group 
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issue before voters
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