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Graduating seniors from Be-
atrice High School and their fam-
ilies attended the Baccalaureate 
Service at the Hevelone Center 
on Wednesday evening.

The service is sponsored by the 
Beatrice Ministerial Association 
with several area pastors partici-
pating in the program.

Rev. Dr. Paixao Baptista wel-
comed the graduates and prayed 
several times throughout the ser-
vice, as well as First Mennonite 
Church Pastor Josh Janzen.

A student choir made up of se-
niors sang “Khumbaya” early in 
the service and led “Go My Chil-
dren With My Blessing” just prior 
to the benediction.

Summit Street Church Pastor 

Tim Amor served as the guest 
speaker focusing on 1 Timothy 
4:12 and Micah 6:8.

Amor told students pieces of 
his story and how he came from 

Canada to Beatrice to serve as the 
pastor.

“We are not defined by our 
starting point,” he said. “As you 
graduate you get to step out into 

the great unknown, there are so 
many potential opportunities.

Amor used the Bible story of Je-
sus walking on water to illustrate 
his points.

“The trouble for us is we are 
going to experience stormy wa-
ters,” he said. “By the time you are 
graduating you have already expe-
rienced stormy waters. Sometimes 
we feel like we’re stuck or sinking.”

“You are graduating and you 
have a community that love you. 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions. 
Don’t be afraid to step outside of 
the boat.”

He told the students that they 
are being sent off on a mission and 
Jesus believes in each of them to do 
the impossible.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Pastor Kathee Forrest gave the 
benediction at the end of the ser-
vice.

“Life-long learning is a real 
thing,” she said. “It’s never too late 
to do what God has called you to 
do. Use your gifts.”

Seniors given encouragement 
at Baccalaureate service
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BHS graduating seniors sing during the Baccalaureate Service on Wednesday at the Hevelone Center. Commencement will be held on Sunday at 3 p.m. 
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Beatrice Middle School stu-
dents participated in mock trial 
in the Gage County District 
Court on Tuesday.

Four separate groups read 
“The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde.”

Language Arts Teacher Jodi 
Fakler said the purpose of mock 
trial is to provide students with 
a unique and engaging reason to 
further analyze the text that they 
have been reading this quarter.

“Students have poured over a 

difficult book searching for evi-
dence to use in an argument that 
they have built to either convict 
or defend the main character,” 
she said. “The formal setting has 
really raised the bar for our stu-
dents and opened to them a facet 
of our government which most 
people do not often get to see.

“In addition, our students get 
some practice in public speak-
ing. Asking eighth-grade stu-
dents to stand up and speak in 
a formal space like a courtroom 
is definitely a lot to ask, but the 
kids are highly motivated to win 
their case.”

Students are given roles as 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
witnesses, a judge, bailiff or jury 

members. In the script Dr. Jekyll 
was on trial for the murder or 
manslaughter of Sir Danvers 
Carew.

“Students have to find text ev-
idence to support their claims,” 
she said. “Was Dr. Jekyll re-
sponsible for the actions of his 
alter-ego, Mr. Hyde?”

BMS students participate in mock trial exercise

BMS eighth graders participate 
in mock trial in the Gage County 
District Courtroom on Tuesday. 
Students had roles in the script 

involving “The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” 
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With a bill to legalize cannabis 
for medical use in Nebraska stuck 
in committee, medical marijuana 
advocates will try to put the is-
sue before voters for the third 
straight election cycle.

Nebraskans for Medical Mari-
juana plans to file two initiatives 
with the Secretary of State’s of-
fice on Thursday with the goal of 
qualifying the measure for the 
November 2024 general election 
ballot.

Crista Eggers, the statewide 
campaign coordinator for Ne-
braskans for Medical Marijuana, 
earlier told state senators on the 
Judiciary Committee that if the 
Legislature failed to take action 
that parents like her would.

“For 10 years this has been 
talked about and advocated for 
by patients and caregivers like 
myself,” said Eggers, whose 
8-year-old son, Colton, has 
intractable seizures. “I would 
have hoped our legislative body 
had decided it was important 
enough, but unfortunately that 
has not happened.”

Two separate petitions have 
identical language to a pair of 
measures that were circulated in 
2022. Both seek to force the Leg-
islature to change state statute 
and legalize cannabis for medi-
cal use instead of amend the state 
constitution.

The first petition will enact 
a new state statute protecting 
doctors who recommend can-
nabis and patients who use it for 
medical reasons, and the sec-
ond requires the Legislature to 
legalize the production, supply, 
and distribution of cannabis for 
medical purposes.

“We know the people support 
this,” Eggers said. “We are going 
to execute and put that into mo-
tion to have safe and regulated 
medical cannabis in Nebraska.”

Once the petition language 
has been accepted by Secretary 
of State Bob Evnen, Eggers said 
Nebraskans for Medical Mar-
ijuana are planning to launch 
their campaign in June, with 
the goal of exceeding the sig-
nature-gathering requirements 
outlined in state law.

Nebraskans 
for Medical 
Marijuana 
again seeks 
to put issue 
before voters

Beatrice Ministerial 
Association  
sponsors service

Summit Street Church Pastor Tim Amor speaks to students and their 
families at Baccalaureate Service on Wednesday evening at the 
Hevelone Center. 

Eighth graders argue 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
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