
By Jeff Kolpack
The Forum

FARGO — From early 
evening on Friday to 
early Saturday morn-
ing, Fargo Police Offi-
cer David Boe will most 
likely once again feel like 
a fish out of water, his 
mind configuring and 
rewinding every street 
corner of the Essentia 

Fargo Marathon. The 
details are exhausting.

The annual event 
reconvenes for the 
19th time on Satur-
day with the marathon, 
half-marathon and 10K. 
Thousands of runners 
will take to the streets, 
and it is Boe whose No. 
1 priority is their safety.

That thought alone can 

get even more exhaust-
ing.

“It consumes me for 
about two weeks,” Boe 
said. “I can’t relax at 

night. The numbers are 
running through my 
head, the lead runner is 
going to be at this point 
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ND man admits 
to running over, 
killing teen after 
street dance
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Officer retiring from valuable 
Fargo Marathon job after 19 years

Region’s haze ready to clear, but threatens  
to return as early as next week

SMOKY SKIES
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Smoke from Canadian wildfires casts a haze Thursday over south Fargo.

By Melissa Van Der Stad
The Forum

Fargo

Smoky conditions 
over the past 
24-plus hours have 

subjected residents 
across North Dakota 
and much of Minnesota 
to “unhealthy” air 
quality from the ongoing 
Canadian wildfires.

Austin Perroux, a 
meteorologist with 
the National Weather 
Service based in Grand 
Forks, said the good 
news is that the smoke 
will at least improve 

throughout Friday.
The haze will reduce 

throughout the day and 
there will be a weekend 
break from the heaviest 
smoke. There is a strong 
chance, however, that 
the smoke will be back 
as early as next week, 
Perroux added.

“The greatest advice 
that we can give,” 
Perroux said, “is to 
basically stay indoors 
(when the smoke is bad) 
and try and avoid heavy 
exertion with outdoor 
activities.”

With the Fargo 
Marathon right around 

the corner, runners 
and supporters can 
likely breath a sigh of 
relief given Saturday’s 
forecast. Weather 
conditions for race 
day appear to be ideal, 
according to WDAY 
Meteorologist John 
Wheeler, as the worst of 
the poor air conditions 
from the fires are 
expected to clear out 
before the race.

Wheeler predicts 
the area will likely 
experience similar 
smoky conditions well 
into the fall this year as 
forest fires ignite to the 

west and northwest.
The cause of the fires 

is complicated, Wheeler 
added, but climate 
change is likely driving 
an increase in frequency.

The poor air quality 
is nothing new to the 
region. The summer of 
2021 saw smoky skies 
become a regular site, 
with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control 
Agency at one point 
describing the smoke 
as an “unprecedented 
significant air quality 
event.”

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

WAHPETON, N.D. — 
A North Dakota man has 
pleaded guilty to kill-
ing a teenager last fall 
after a street dance in 
McHenry, North Dako-
ta.

Shannon Joseph 
Brandt, 42, of Glen-
field, entered the plea 
on Thursday, May 18, 
to manslaughter, a fel-
ony that carries up to 
10 years in prison. The 
hearing lasted less than 
five minutes.

The plea comes less 
than two weeks before 
Brandt was slated to 
stand trial for the death 
of 18-year-old Cayler 
Ellingson.

“Shannon has never 
denied responsibility 
for his part in this trag-
ic accident,” Brandt’s 
attorney, Mark Friese, 
said in an email to The 
Forum. “A plea of guilty 
permits him to accept 
responsibility while 
limiting the stress and 

emotional toll for all 
involved.”

Prosecutors have 
agreed to dismiss a fel-
ony charge of leaving 
the crash scene. Judge 
Bradley Cruff ordered 
a presentence investi-
gation to determine a 
recommended sentence.

Brandt will be sen-
tenced at a later date.

Brandt initially was 
charged with crimi-
nal vehicular homicide 
after hitting Ellingson, 

of Grace 
City, with 
a vehi-
cle shortly 
after 2 a.m. 
Sept. 18 in 
a McHen-
ry alley. 
The charge 
carried a 

maximum punishment 
of 20 years in prison.

The North Dakota 
Highway Patrol said the 
two got into a politi-
cal argument, claiming 

By Alex Derosier
The Forum

ST. PAUL — A final tax 
deal taking shape at the 
Minnesota Capitol will 
include long-discussed 
rebate checks returning 
a portion of the state’s 
record $17.5 billion bud-
get surplus, as well as 
a big cut to the Social 
Security income tax and 
more than $1 billion in 
child tax credits.

Under a $3 billion 

two-year tax plan final-
ized this week by a joint 
House-Senate commit-
tee, the state would issue 
more than $1.1 billion 
in checks to millions of 
tax filers. Individual fil-
ers would get $260, and 
married or joint filers 
would get $520. Anyone 
filing taxes would qualify 
for $260 for each depen-
dent up to three.
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Shannon Brandt, right, pleads guilty on Thursday, 
May 18, to manslaughter in connection to the 
September death of 18-year-old Cayler Ellingson.

Forum file photo
Officer David Boe will be working his 19th and last 
Fargo Marathon as a uniform Fargo police officer on 
Saturday.
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