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Grand Forks

After years in the making, 
Grand Forks now has a 
memorial to recognize 

fallen law enforcement.
The newly constructed 

Northern Valley Law 
Enforcement Memorial was 
dedicated during a ceremony 
at Optimist Park in Grand 
Forks. The ceremony was part 
of the 11th annual Northern 
Valley Police Week Memorial 
Service.

The memorial honors fallen 
law enforcement officers 

from northeast North Dakota, 
northwest Minnesota and 
Manitoba, Canada. The 
fundraising committee raised 
more than $415,000 for the 
project.

“This is a day that I’ve 
waited for for a long time,” 
said Bob Rost, county 
commissioner, former 
Grand Forks County sheriff 
and chair of the memorial 
committee.

Rost waited six years for 
the memorial to come to 
fruition. He was inspired to 
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with transfer Britt

Logan Britt played 2 seasons at 
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By Ingrid Harbo
Grand Forks Herald

WARROAD, Minn. — A 
proposed ban on the use of 
Native American nicknames 
and mascots in Minneso-
ta public school districts is 
inching closer to becom-
ing law after the Minnesota 
House and Senate approved 
a version of the education 
spending and policy bill con-
taining the policy. Through-
out the legislative session, 
the proposed ban has caused 
concern in Warroad, Minne-
sota, where the school dis-
trict uses the “Warroad War-
riors” nickname.

On Tuesday, May 16, the 
Minnesota House passed 
House Bill 2497, followed by 
the Senate early on Wednes-
day morning, May 17. In the 
House, it passed along party 
lines, 70-62, and in the Sen-
ate, it passed 35-32. Included 
in the $2.2 billion bill is a 
prohibition on the use and 
adoption of a name, sym-
bol or image depicting Native 
American people or tradi-
tions to be used as a mascot, 
nickname, logo, letterhead 
or team name of a school 
district.

The prohibition does not 
apply to schools located 
within one of the reserva-
tions of the federally recog-
nized tribal nations in Min-
nesota where 95% of stu-
dents are American Indian.

Schools that don’t fall 
under that exception will be 
able to request an exemption 
from the prohibition by sub-
mitting a written request to 
all of Minnesota’s 11 federally 
recognized tribal nations and 
the Tribal Nations Education 
Committee. If that request is 
denied by any of the entities 
the school must comply with 
the prohibition.

If signed by Gov. Tim Walz, 
the ban on Native Ameri-
can mascots and nicknames 
will go into effect on July 1. 
Schools seeking an exemp-
tion must request it by Dec. 
15, and if denied, must com-
ply with the prohibition by 

BAN: Page 5

Remembering the ‘ultimate sacrifice’

Photos by Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Minn. Dept. of Natural Resources conservation officer NIck Prachar salutes during the roll call of area law enforcement officers killed 
in the line of duty at Thursday’s Northern Valley Law Enforcement Memorial ceremony in Optimist Park in south Grand Forks.

Officers from the Grand Forks Police Dept. and the Grand Forks 
County Sheriff’s Dept. listen to keynote speaker ND attorney 
general Drew Wrigley at the dedication ceremony and 11th annual 
Police Memorial service at the Northern Valley Law Enforcement 
Memorial Thursday.

North Dakota man admits to running over, killing teen after street dance

By Sav Kelly
Grand Forks Herald

ROSEAU COUNTY, Minn. — 
The Guardian Flight helicop-
ter in Roseau, Minnesota, will 
be relocating next month, but 
fixed-wing aircraft emergency 
services will carry on.

According to a Guardian 
Flight press release, the last 
day of helicopter operations in 
Roseau will be May 31, and the 
helicopter will be relocated to 

Grand Rapids, Minnesota, on 
June 4.

“The service will change,” 
said Jeff Pelowski, Roseau 
County coordinator.. “… I 
know it’s out there that it’s 
going away, but that’s not the 
case. It’s just changing.”

According to the press 
release, helicopter EMS oper-
ations in Roseau can no longer 
be sustained due to declin-
ing reimbursement as well as 

insufficient volume.
“With the harsh weather 

conditions that we have in 
place pretty much six months 
out of the year, we’re com-
pleting — and able to safely 
complete — probably about 
(one) third to 40% of the 
requests that we get,” said 
Robert Miller, regional direc-
tor for Guardian Flight.

As a result, the EMS flights 
are done primarily by fixed-

wing aircraft.
“Since about two-thirds of 

their flights already are fixed-
wing, there just hasn’t been 
the volume to justify having a 
helicopter sit here,” Pelowski 
said.

Fixed-wing aircraft are able 
to fly in a wider range of con-
ditions, making them a much 
more reliable and consistent 
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Northern Valley Law Enforcement 
Memorial dedicated at service

April Baumgarten
The Forum

WAHPETON, N.D. — A North 
Dakota man has pleaded guilty 
to killing a teenager last fall 
after a street dance in McHen-
ry, North Dakota.

Shannon Joseph Brandt, 42, 
of Glenfield, entered the plea 
on Thursday, May 18, to man-
slaughter, a felony that carries 
up to 10 years in prison. The 
hearing lasted less than five 
minutes.

The plea comes less than 
two weeks before Brandt was 
slated to stand trial for the 
death of 18-year-old Cayler 
Ellingson.

“Shannon has never denied 
responsibility for his part in 

this tragic acci-
dent,” Brandt’s 
attorney, Mark 
Friese, said in 
an email to The 
Forum. “A plea 
of guilty permits 
him to accept 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

while limiting the stress and 
emotional toll for all involved.”

Prosecutors have agreed 
to dismiss a felony charge 
of leaving the crash scene. 
Judge Bradley Cruff ordered 
a presentence investigation 
to determine a recommended 
sentence.

Brandt will be sentenced at a 
later date.

Brandt initially was charged 
with criminal vehicular homi-

cide after hitting Ellingson, 
of Grace City, with a vehicle 
shortly after 2 a.m. Sept. 18 in 
a McHenry alley. The charge 
carried a maximum punish-
ment of 20 years in prison.

The North Dakota Highway 
Patrol said the two got into a 
political argument, claiming 
Brandt thought the teenager 
was a “Republican extrem-
ist” who was calling people to 
come after the motorist.

The patrol later backtracked 
on that narrative, and prose-
cutors said during a prelimi-
nary hearing that it’s unclear 
why the two crossed paths and 
what they were actually argu-
ing about.

April Baumgarten / The Forum
Shannon Brandt, right, pleads guilty on Thursday to manslaughter 
in connection to the September death of 18-year-old Cayler 
Ellingson. DEATH: Page 5

Bill with 
nickname 
ban headed 
to Walz

Ellingson

Roseau EMS helicopter relocating, life flights will continue


