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Event spotlights city projects and Ukrainian immigrant recruitment

2023 STATE OF THE CITY

Josiah C. Cuellar / The Dickinson Press
Mayor Scott Decker detailed the region’s growth and ongoing projects at the 2023 State of the City luncheon hosted at the 
Trinity High School Gymnasium on Thursday.

By Allison Engstrom
The Dickinson Press

Dickinson

Local leaders gathered 
to discuss the region’s 
growth, goals and 

priorities at the 2023 State 
of the City luncheon hosted 
at the Trinity High School 
Gymnasium on Thursday.

Mayor Scott decker gave 
the opening address to 
a room full of dickinson 
community members and 
leaders. He provided updates 
on city finances and several 
ongoing city projects 
including the dickinson 
Legacy Square, dickinson 
readiness Center and a new 

terminal at the Theodore 
roosevelt regional airport.

“Our hope as a 
commission is that we can 
provide the right tools and 
guidance to afford everyone 
that is working for the City 
the opportunity at a solid 
deposition and that we 
craft rules and regulations 
that benefit everyone living 
within the city and the 
surrounding area so that 
they may fulfill their goals,” 
decker said.

decker looks forward to 
the grand opening of the 
dickinson Legacy Square 
on Saturday, June 24. He 
mentioned a few of the 
headliners and upcoming 

events scheduled for the 
new venue. The City expects 
to expand the dickinson 
Museum Center, adding 
space for things like 
additional laboratory space 
and room to properly store 
specimens, which is now a 
necessity as the museum is 
a federal depository.

Funds for the dickinson 
readiness Center, a 
National Guard armory, 
have been approved. 
Construction is expected 
to begin around July, with 
completion anticipated in 
July of 2025. decker is in 
the process of getting the 
center named after fallen 
soldier and dickinson native 

Jon Fettig, as a way of 
honoring and paying tribute 
to his legacy.

“i’m really excited and i 
know the soldiers are and 
i hope the community is 
excited that the dickinson 
readiness Center will begin 
its construction really 
soon,” decker said.

decker eagerly announced 
that the Theodore roosevelt 
regional airport is working 
on plans to add a new 
terminal to their facility in 
an effort to accommodate 
travelers, which he noted 
will be a great asset to the 
airport.

Dickinson Press staff
BiSMarCK — Lt. Gov. 

Tammy Miller and other 
state officials present-
ed the 2023 Governor’s 
Travel and Tourism 
awards at the North 
dakota Travel industry 
Conference in Bismarck. 
These awards recognize 
outstanding leaders, 
projects and innovations 
in the tourism industry.

“Travel and tour-
ism are essential driv-
ers of North dakota’s 
economy, and today we 
honor the hardworking 
individuals and organi-
zations who make our 
state a top destination 

for visitors,” Gov. doug 
Burgum said. “These 
awards recognize the 
dedication, innovation 
and passion that indus-
try leaders bring to their 
work, and we’re grateful 
for their contributions 
to our state’s continued 
growth and prosperity.”

Leading by Example
randy Hatzenbuhler 

won the Legend award 
for Travel & Tour-
ism industry Leader-
ship. Hatzenbuhler is 
President of the Theo-
dore roosevelt Medora 
Foundation. This award 
recognizes an individu-

al who has demonstrat-
ed legendary leadership 
in the tourism industry 
statewide and beyond. 
This individual’s long-
term leadership in the 
areas of destination 
development must be 
proven by a significant 
impact in visitor spend-
ing and/or creating dif-
ferentiated communi-
ties.

Hatzenbuhler has 
dedicated thirty years 
to growing tourism in 
Medora and North dako-
ta. Under his leader-
ship, visitor spending 

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

WiLLiSTON, N.d. — a Williston 
hotel has been accused in a fed-
eral civil lawsuit of allowing sex 
trafficking to happen in its rooms.

a woman from Georgia filed the 
lawsuit May 12 in North dakota’s 
U.S. district Court against 26th 
Street Hospitality, which owns 
Mainstay Suites at 200 26th St. E. 
in Williston.

The woman said she was traf-
ficked at the hotel in 2013 and 
2014. That was during the oil 
boom, a time when oil work-
ers flooded western North dakota 
and authorities reported a spike 
in sex trafficking.

“For an inordinate period of 
time, defendant has allowed 
criminal trafficker(s) to brazenly 
sell commercial sex within the 
subject hotel,” a civil complaint 
said. “defendant chose to con-
tinue receiving financial gain at 
the expense of human life, rights, 
and dignity.”

The lawsuit does not name the 
woman in an effort to protect her 
privacy. it also does not name 
alleged traffickers.

The Forum reached out to 
Mainstay for comment on the 
lawsuit, but that message was 
not returned by publishing time. 
Court records did not list an 
attorney for the hotel.

The civil complaint alleged 
the hotel received payment for 
room rental from traffickers. The 
woman was forced to perform 
“numerous commercial sex acts” 
in a Mainstay hotel room each 
day, the complaint said. She also 
was forced to ingest drugs and 
alcohol, the complaint said.

The lawsuit claimed that the 
hotel and its staff knew or should 
have known sex trafficking was 
happening in the building. if 
hotel staff were properly trained, 
they would have noticed several 
red flags and could have prevent-
ed trafficking, the complaint said.

“The motivation behind defen-
dant’s ongoing willful blindness 
and ongoing failure to act was 
financial benefit,” the complaint 
said. “By repeatedly failing to 

Sex trafficking 
victim sues 
ND hotel

Burgum honors Medora man, Dickinson woman with tourism awards
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Lundberg resigns, Marsh appointed to fill vacancy in Dunn Co. 

By Jason R. O’Day
The Dickinson Press

MaNNiNG, N.d. — The 
dunn County Commission 
met Wednesday for a regularly 
scheduled meeting. during the 
meeting Commissioner Cody 
Buehner read a letter from 
Commission Chairman Larry 
Lundberg, which offered his 
resignation effective June 1. He 
cited his wife Jodi’s ongoing 
health issues as the reason. 
Prior to that Lundberg had 

been on a leave of absence 
since March.

“i would like to thank the 
people of dunn County for the 
opportunity to serve and their 
support,” Lundberg stated in 
the letter.

Commissioner Tracey 
dolezal said that Nd Centu-
ry Code demands that they 
“immediately” find and 
appoint a suitably qualified 
individual to fill the seat.

“it’s not something we can 
put out there and wait, we 
need to do it as soon as possi-
ble,” she said.

Each commissioner was 
allowed to make nominations. 
Commissioner robert Kleeman 
nominated dave Olson. dolezal 
nominated former Commis-

sioner Joann Marsh, who was 
defeated in her 2022 re-elec-
tion bid. Olson was also an 
unsuccessful candidate in that 
election. The vote to appoint 
an interim commissioner was 
a split one, with Commissioner 
Craig Pelton voting for Olson 
and Buehner voting for Marsh.

rep. dori Hauck spoke in 
favor of Olson, praising him as 
a man who’s deeply involved 
in his community. resident 
debi Biffert also lobbied for 
Olson, and said he would bring 
greater diversity of geographic 
representation. dunn County 
currently elects commission-
ers in an open seat system.

“i would like to see the 

Ashley Koffler / The Dickinson Press
Dunn County Commission Chair Larry Lundberg presents 
former commissioner JoAnn Marsh a gift in recognition of her 
years of service at a commission meeting in December 2022. RESIGNS: Page 6
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Commission chairman 
resigned after an 
approximately two 
month leave of absence

Contributed / Kim Schmidt
The 2023 North Dakota Travel and Tourism award winners.


