
Gearing up
NASCAR’s return to North Wilkesboro
brings big trucks and smiles to town’s
residents and visitors alike. SPORTS, B1
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Sun and clouds
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JOHN HINTON
Staff Reporter

The Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Utility Commission has
approved increases in water and
sewer rates for the next fiscal
year, which begins July 1, the
commission said Thursday.

Water and sewer rates will in-
crease 7%, which will be a $3.43
increase per month for the aver-
age 500 cubic feet customer, the
commission said.

The department’s solid waste
division is also adjusting the
discounted tipping fee at land-
fills and yard waste facilities. The
charge for large-volume haulers
at Hanes Mill Road Landfill will
increase $1 to $34 per ton, and
the charge at the two yard waste
facilities will also increase from
$33 per ton to $34 per ton.

Other than the discounted
tipping fee, rates will remain
unchanged at both Hanes Mill
Road and Old Salisbury Road
landfills, the commission said.
No tax revenue is used to pay for
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Utilities services.

The department is self-sus-
tained by user fees, the commis-
sion said.

Rate increases will help offset
costs for capital improvements
as well as increased operational
costs because of supply chain
pressures and inflation, the com-
mission said.

“It is our top priority to
protect public health and the

RICHARD CRAVER
Staff Reporter

Rominger’s Southern Furni-
ture Co., a staple of Winston-Sa-
lem retailing for 123 years, has
launched a going-out-of-busi-
ness auction.

The Swicegood Group is han-
dling an online auction at www.
READY2BID.com, which is set to
end at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

A public viewing of at least
1,037 home furnishing pieces is
set for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday
at the 1201 N. Liberty St. store-
front.

As expected for a retailer that
debuted in April 1900, Rom-
inger’s has been the oldest fam-
ily owned furniture company in
Winston-Salem for decades.

“It’s a sad thing for the com-
munity,” store manager Larry
Dunn said.

“This store has helped a lot
of people get credit when they

couldn’t get it elsewhere. We
have had very loyal customers
who paid johnny-on-the-spot.”

There are multiple reasons

why Rominger’s is closing shop,
Dunn said.

Foremost, third-generation
owner Sally Bet Gehman passed

away in 2022 and her daughter,
Kristina Rominger, lives in Texas
and doesn’t wish to continue the
business.

“Her mother would always tell
me she wasn’t interested in the
business. It wasn’t her cup of
tea,” Dunn said. “There’s no one
else who wants to provide the
money to carry on the business.”

The store struggled to recover
from being shut down temporar-
ily for about a year as part of the
initial response to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Pandemic-related supply
chain issues with home fur-
nishings manufacturers began
to reduce customer choices, as
well as limit Rominger’s niche
for selling and delivering floor

Rominger’s to close
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Larry Dunn is store manager at Rominger Southern Furniture Co. The local furniture store is closing after 123 years of business and is preparing
everything for auction.

City water,
sewer
rates to
rise 7%

SCOTT SEXTON
STAFF REPORTER

A quick read through Dr. Lew
Stringer’s resume, accolades and
accomplishments is nearly im-
possible.

The list is just too long.
One, though, stands out: the

1987 founding of the Special Op-
erations Response Team (SORT)
in Forsyth County, a before-its-
time disaster response team spe-
cifically designed to speed — and
improve — pre-emergency room
medical treatment when disaster
strikes.

The SORT team served as a
model across the state and na-
tion, prompting other govern-
ment agencies to set up their own

teams.
“Lew and I

worked on that
together. The
SORT team was
just so import-
ant to us,” said
Jane Stringer.
“It was for the
county and the

state, too. It was just not done in
other places, not then. It made a
difference.”

Indeed.
So did Dr. Llewellyn Winn

Stringer, Jr., who died Wednes-
day in Richmond, Va. He was 83.

Calm under fire
Stringer was born in Rich-

mond on May 26, 1939. His father
was an ABC agent, a high school
football coach and a referee for
the Southern Conference; his
mom a secretary to a chairman
of the Richmond Federal Reserve.

The young Stringer was an Ea-
gle Scout, too.

He attended the University of
Richmond and graduated from
the Medical College of Virginia
in 1966 before serving on active
duty with the U.S. Navy at Ports-
mouth Naval Hospital during the
Vietnam War.

“That’s where we met and
where I said goodbye to him,”
Jane Stringer said. “He was a
medical student and I was a
nursing student.”

After his Navy hitch was up,
the Stringers moved to Win-
ston-Salem where they lived for
35 years. Stringer’s day jobs were
at the Bowman Gray School of
Medicine, Wake Forest Univer-
sity and later at what was then
called Forsyth Memorial Hospital
and in private practice in respi-
ratory medicine.

In addition to being a phy-
sician, Stringer served Forsyth
County as a medical examiner
and an advisor to the county
Emergency Medical Services
department teaching EMTs and
paramedics while responding to
accidents.

RICHARD CRAVER
Staff Reporter

Visit Winston-Salem said
Thursday it has named Stephanie
Brown, a western North Carolina
tourism veteran,
as its next pres-
ident effective
July 1.

Brown will
replace Richard
Geiger, 65, who
retires as Visit
W i n s t o n - S a -
lem’s president
after nearly 13
years on June 30.

Geiger said he plans to remain
in the area with his wife, Tracy.

Brown, a 30-year tourism in-
dustry veteran, was unanimously

Visit Winston-
Salem selects
new president

Furniture store to
close after 123 years

Saundra Andrews, the accounts manager, cries after a customer
made her final payment on a recent furniture purchase. Andrews,
who has been employed by Rominger for seven years, said the idea of
everything coming to an end is what caused the tears. VIEW: To see

additional photos
and video of the store,
point your smartphone

camera at the QR code, then tap
the link.

Rate hike scheduled
to take place in July

Pioneer in emergency-medical care dies

Stringer

Asheville tourism
veteran Stephanie
Brown will replace
retiring Richard Geiger

Brown
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