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First responders are used to running,
but usually that would be to the scene of
an accident, fire or crime. On Saturday
evening, they’ll run toward the finish
line as the Troutman Police Department
and Troutman Fire & Rescue invite the

public to take part in the Red and Blue
5K.

Troutman Police Chief Josh Watson
said the Red and Blue 5K started as an
idea by the Troutman Police Department
to engage with the community during
National Police Week. Watson said the
goal was to have the proceeds of the race

donated to a charity that supported the
families of fallen officers. Later, Trout-
man’s police department also asked
Troutman Fire & Rescue to take part
in the event, which is where the name
comes from.
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Statesville’s downtown will be hopping all
day on Saturday with the Hops & Harmony
Craft Brew Fest or later on when the Kaleta &
Super Yamba Band take the stage.

The two separate events take place back-to-
back, with the Hops & Harmony Craft Brew
Fest kicking off the day at 1 p.m. after a three-
year hiatus.

The fifth annual Hops & Harmony Craft
Brew Fest brings together more than 20 local
and regional craft breweries that will bring
their best beers and ciders to downtown from
1-5 p.m. Registration for the event starts at
12:30 p.m. and takes place on West Broad
Street from Kelly Street to Mulberry Street.

Tickets for the 2023 Hops & Harmony Craft
Brew Fest are $20 if purchased in advance and
$25 on the day of the event if still available,with
the option to purchase additional tasting tick-
ets. For more information, call 704-878-3436
or email info@downtownstatesvillenc.org.

Liz Petree of the Downtown Statesville De-
velopment Corporation suggested attendees
arrive early to find a good parking spot, and
that a map is available on its website to help
find public parking. Don’t forget to bring a
chair. Coolers and pets won’t be permitted
inside the festival space.

Petree also wanted to remind the public that
the festival is separate from downtown’s social
district, which means people can’t take their
beers into the social district or elsewhere in
town.

Kaleta & Super Yamba Band
Street Concert

After the Brew Fest, the next downtown

Brew Fest,
concert highlight
busy weekend
in downtown
Statesville
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Troutman Police Department Lt. Darrin Payne, left, and Chief Josh Watson, right, take a photo with a couple of runners at a previous event.

Troutman’s Red and Blue 5K
to benefit children’s charities
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Historic Mount Pleasant A.M.E.
Zion Church will celebrate the
155th anniversary of the church
on Sunday at 11 a.m.

Just three short years follow-
ing the close of the United States
Civil War, Sidney Smith Mur-
dock, Alfred Bailey and their
wives purchased land on South
Center Street and established

Mount Pleasant Church. The
original church was built in 1868.
The physical landmark that is
Mount Pleasant, also known as
Center Street, was at first a set
of two framed buildings which
served the congregation until the
construction of the current brick
structure in 1903. In 1980, Center
Street Mount Pleasant A.M.E.
Zion Church was added to the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places.
The speaker for the 155th an-

niversary service will be the Rev.
Patrick D. Tate, pastor of South-
ern City Tabernacle A.M.E. Zion
Church in East Spencer.

Mount Pleasant’s pastor, the
Rev. Dr. J.C. White, and members
invite the public to this celebra-
tion. Mount Pleasant is at 537 S.
Center St. in Statesville.

Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion
to celebrate 155th anniversary
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According to the National Register of Historic Places, Mt. Pleasant (Center
Street) A.M.E. Zion Church, constructed in 1903, is the oldest structure
associated with a Black congregation in Statesville. The church will celebrate
its 155th anniversary Sunday.
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THE AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF TRUCKS!


