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A tax revaluation will allow
county commissioners to lower
the tax rate and still give the
school system and community
college more funding, add EMS
employees, pay employees more
and build some essential facili-
ties in the upcoming year.

In a little more than an hour
and a half, Burke County Man-
ager Brian Epley
presented his
first proposed
budget to the
Burke County
Board of Com-
m i s s i o n e r s
during its May
regular meeting
on Tuesday.

The proposed 2023-24 fiscal
budget is a total of $99,843,632,
which is an increase of $8.5 mil-
lion (9%) from the prior fiscal
year. That total is based on a 56
cents property tax rate, Epley
said.

That is the rate the major-
ity of commissioners said they
were leaning toward during
their two-day budget retreat
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RUTHERFORD COLLEGE —
Flowers, trees and manicured
green grass are signs that spring
has well taken hold. But another
sign of spring in the south is all of
the kudzu, weeds and briars that
sprout up.

And now the town of Ruther-
ford College is getting help from
some four-legged furry friends
to control the unwanted signs of
spring.

Goats from Gnawin’ Nannies
have been working on the un-
dergrowth at the center of the
town’s greenway park for several
weeks. Town Manager Jessica
Bargsley said when the council
looked at the options for clearing
the growth, using the goats was
the most cost-efficient.

According to minutes from the

Nov. 7 meeting, the town coun-
cil considered three options to
remove the undergrowth: Using
gas (or diesel)-powered motor-
ized equipment, chemical man-
agement, which involves sprays,
and the natural management,
which involves goats.

The town council voted unan-
imously to use the goats to con-
trol the vegetation at the center
of the greenway, according to
minutes from the meeting.

Gnawin’ Nannies started in
2022 and has around 30 goats,

said Brittany Leger, an owner of
the business. She and her hus-
band, Zeke (John Jr.), who is the
utility director for Rutherford
College, operate the business,
along with help from their chil-
dren, Ellah, 14, Amelia, 9, and
John Wyatt, 8. The business has
a Connelly Springs address but
is located in Rutherford College,
she said.

“We had a lot of families that
wanted to borrow them to clear

Goat clean-up crew
helps town control
vegetation
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Goats from Gnawin’ Nannies have been eating away at the unwanted vegetation at the Rutherford College Greenway Park. The goats were moved
to the last section on Tuesday.
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A group of local environmen-
tal organizations came together
to clean up a portion of Wilson
Creek in an effort described as
“epic.”

The area of land that was
cleaned was several acres of a

93-acre tract along the lower
end of the creek that Duke En-
ergy donated to the Foothills
Conservancy of North Carolina
for conservation, according to
Grayson Barnette, marketing and
communications coordinator for
the land trust.

“After inspecting the prop-

erty, Foothills Conservancy
discovered it had been used as a
dumping site for years, and some
areas had acquired significant
amounts of trash,” Barnette said.

The conservancy knew they
would need some help in cleaning

Environmental groups
partner to clean creek area
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Groups are partnering to clean up the litter around Wilson Creek.
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Plan calls for more
employee pay, school
funding, new facilities
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