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Surging Ole Miss softball can
make some noise in postseason
SPORTS, 1B

For the fi�rst time in 38 years, voters
in Mississippi House District 69,
which includes parts of West Jackson
and smaller parts of Clinton and Ray-
mond, will not see Rep. Alyce Clarke,
D-Jackson, on their ballots.

Clarke, who became the state’s fi�rst
Black woman legislator in 1985, is re-
tiring, leaving an open race to replace
her in the state House of Representa-
tives.

Four candidates have fi�led to do so.
All four are Democrats, meaning the
winner of the Aug. 8 primary, or Aug.
29 runoff�, will win the seat. Clarke last
faced a challenger in 2015, running un-
opposed in 2019. 

See who is running for the Missis-
sippi House from District 69:

Tamarra Grace
Butler-Washington

A former Mississippi Senate clerk
who has also held leadership positions
with the state Department of Health,
City of Jackson, Mississippi Health
Advocacy Program and American
Cancer Society, Tamarra Grace Butler-
Washington was the fi�rst candidate to
fi�le following Clarke’s retirement an-
nouncement. 

Butler-Washington, who has called
Clarke a mentor and friend, is a gradu-
ate of Alcorn State University and the
University of Southern Mississippi,
and holds a political management cer-
tifi�cate from George Washington Uni-
versity.
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Rep. Alyce Clarke, D-Jackson, is
retiring after having served as a
Mississippi lawmaker since 1985.
ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP

See ELECTIONS, Page 4A

WASHINGTON COUNTY, Ark. – A
former state senator from Mississippi
was killed Wednesday when the eight-
passenger airplane he piloted crashed in
thick woods between Brentwood and
Winslow.

The pilot, John Morgan, 76, died in
the crash about 1:30 p.m. After a heli-
copter crew saw debris and a ground
crew found the wreckage about 3:40
p.m. Wednesday, Morgan’s body was
taken to the state laboratory in Little
Rock to confi�rm his identity, the Wash-
ington County Sheriff� Department post-
ed on Facebook.

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves posted
on Twitter that Morgan, a state senator
from 1984-1992, loved the University of
Mississippi and state politics.

“Johnny Morgan was perhaps the
most fi�ercely loyal person I ever met,”
Reeves tweeted. “If he was with you, he
was with you!” He loved Ole Miss, MS.
politics and life!”

The fi�rst reports that the airplane had
gone down were made by the FAA’s Fort
Smith tower. The facility controls the
airspace for the western part of the
state. The crash was on private property
between Carpenter Road and Ferry
Road in steep, rugged terrain, the sheriff�
reported. The National Transportation 

Former state senator dies
when plane crashes in Ark.

The Washington County, Ark., emergency management team’s command post
was set up Wednesday at Oak Grove Cemetery, where a passenger airplane went
down in a heavily wooded area. TODD PRICE/FORT SMITH, ARK., SOUTHWEST TIMES RECORD
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The United States gained 20 new citizens Thurs-
day after the immigrants took the oath of allegiance
during a ceremony at William M. Colmer Federal
Courthouse in Hattiesburg.

U.S. District Magistrate Judge Michael Parker of
Mississippi’s Southern District presented the new
Americans with their certifi�cates of citizenship.

“This is my special day,” said Daniel Dai Huynh,
who emigrated from Vietnam.

The engineering student who lives in Brandon is
working on a degree at Mississippi State University. 

Citizenship will open up a world of opportuni-
ties, Huynh said. 

Parker praised Louiza Olivia Liu for her early
show of patriotism. Liu is serving in the Navy and is
stationed in Gulfport.

Liu, who lived in Los Angeles before coming to
Mississippi, has been in the United States for 10
years. She initially came to the U.S. from China to go
to college. After fi�nishing up her education, she de-
cided to join the military to serve her new country
as she worked toward citizenship.

Parker recognized Liu for her service.
“It is incredible to me that we have people who

are in harm’s way who are not yet citizens who do all
the things and more than some of the rest of us do to
support our country in such an important way,” he
said. 

NEW CITIZENS,
NEW BEGINNINGS 

Twenty people became United States citizens Thursday during a ceremony at William M. Colmer Federal Courthouse in
Hattiesburg. PHOTOS BY LICI BEVERIDGE/HATTIESBURG AMERICAN
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Femi Oloko waves a U.S. flag after taking the oath
of allegiance. 

Louiza Olivia
Liu is one of
the people
who became
citizens in
the
ceremony
presided
over by U.S.
District
Magistrate
Judge
Michael
Parker.
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