
The Jefferson City City Coun-
cil will vote June 5 whether to 
end the contract it currently has 
with Bird scooters.

Councilman Mark Schwartz, 
who is proposing the change, 
said it’s only a matter of time 
before somebody is seriously 
injured on a Bird scooter, and 
he said it’s in the council’s best 
interest to terminate the license 
agreement.

The license agreement was 
approved by the council in June 

The United Way of Central Missouri 
announced its new president Thursday 
afternoon.

Lee Knernschield will step in to take 
the reins of the nonprofit, following in 
the footsteps of Ann Bax.

“It is a very exciting opportunity,” 
Knernschield said, “especially since I 
started my career in nonprofits. When 
the opportunity arose, it was something 
I felt compelled to pursue.”

Knernschield is the program director 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Jefferson 
City (BBBS). She has held that role for 
20 years (and has been a leader of local 
nonprofits for about 30 total).

“I love Big Brothers Big Sisters. Hav-
ing the chance to support this agency — 
as well as other agencies — is something 
I am excited about,” she said.

Knernschield started working in 
nonprofits immediately after receiv-

Wednesday afternoon in a Columbia parking 
lot, there was a reminder of Christmas.

It wasn’t leftover decorations or early prepa-
rations for a “Christmas in July” sale. It was the 
temporary tag on the back of a Jeep Cherokee that 
expired on Christmas Day.

Handed out by an auto dealer at the time of a 
November sale, the tag was the oldest of several 
found by the Independent during a short drive.

Until the sales tax is paid, as well as the titling 
and registration fees also due, none of those 
drivers can put a permanent metal license plate 
on their vehicles. And other motorists have been 
calling lawmakers asking why those vehicles are 
allowed to remain on the road.

“Of all the constituent phone calls my office 
gets, this aggravation probably ranks in the top 
two or three,” said Sen. Lincoln Hough, R-Spring-
field.

In a few years, there should be far fewer tem-
porary tags in use beyond their expiration date. 
One of the little-noticed items tucked into a bill 
passed this year and sitting on Gov. Mike Parson’s 
desk would require auto dealers to collect the 
sales tax. The change will occur when a new com-
puter system for reporting sales, authorized in a 
bill passed in 2020, is implemented in a couple of 
years by the Department of Revenue.

The attention-grabbing part of the bill would 
ban texting while driving for all motorists. The bill 
also has provisions protecting franchise dealers 
from moves by car makers to shift sales online 
and setting rules for manufacturer payments for 
warranty repairs.

Several lawmakers sponsored bills this year to 
cut down on expired tags, including proposals to 
allow payment plans for delinquent taxes. Hough 
and Rep. Mike O’Donnell, R-Oakville, sponsored 
bills for dealers to collect the tax.

“It is one of those things that a lot of people 
get calls at their offices about,” Hough said in 
an interview. “We don’t always know the best 
solutions.”
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Area teams in Classes 1 and 2 
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championships that begin today.
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■ WATERCOOLER
84-year-old climber rescued from mountain in Nepal 
while seeking record

An 84-year-old climber attempting to become the oldest person to summit all the world’s highest peaks was 
rescued Thursday from a mountain in Nepal where he was injured.

Spanish climber Carlos Soria was attempting to scale Mount Dhaulagiri, but was hurt on his way to the top.
Soria was flown from the mountain by a rescue helicopter and brought to a hospital in Kathmandu for treat-

ment.
Sherpa guides and fellow climbers had helped him down the mountain to base camp after he was injured 

Wednesday.
Soria had scaled 12 of the 14 highest mountains in the world above 26,240 feet, including Mount Everest, 

which is the tallest of them all.
Hundreds of climbers and their guides try to scale the highest peaks in Nepal during the popular spring moun-

taineering season when the weather conditions on the mountains are most favorable.
The season begins in March and ends in May after which the weather deteriorates, making it dangerous to 

remain on the mountain.
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A familiar sight on city streets, Bird scooters could soon be no more in Jefferson 
City.
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Supreme Court 
sides with Google, 

Twitter and Facebook
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Lee Knernschield, executive direc-
tor of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
has been named the new presi-
dent of the United Way of Central 
Missouri.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court on Thursday 
sided with Google, Twitter and 
Facebook in lawsuits seeking 
to hold them liable for terror-
ist attacks. But the justices side-
stepped the big issue hovering 
over the cases, the federal law 
that shields social media compa-
nies from being sued over con-
tent posted by others.

The justices unanimously 
rejected a lawsuit alleging that 
the companies allowed their 
platforms to be used to aid 
and abet an attack at a Turkish 
nightclub that killed 39 people 
in 2017.

In the case of an American 
college student who was killed 

in an Islamic State terrorist 
attack in Paris in 2015, a unan-
imous court returned the case 
to a lower court, but said there 
appeared to be little, if anything, 
left of it.

The high court initially took 
up the Google case to decide 
whether the companies’ legal 
shield for the social media posts 
of others, contained in a 1996 
law known as Section 230, is too 
broad.

Instead, though, the court 
said it was not necessary to 
reach that issue because there is 
little tying Google to responsibil-
ity for the Paris attack.
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It’s 
back

ABOVE: A crowd 
takes to High 
Street to enjoy 
music per-
formed by Ross 
Steiner and 
Miklos Shaf-
fer during the 
return of Thurs-
day Night Live. 
LEFT: People 
visit vendors at 
the event, which 
is held on the 
third Thursday 
of May, June, 
July and August.Please see Bill, p. 3

Please see United Way, p. 3
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