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SPRING AND
SUMMER BUSHES

7-BLOOM
CEMETERY
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Springfield 3910 S. Campbell – (417) 883-1125

Ozark 4072 N. 20th St.West Plains 1601 Gibson St.

Harrison 1323 NMain St.Lebanon 123 Evergreen Pkwy.

Bolivar 1326 W. BroadwayRolla 706 S. Bishop St.
CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE CASH, CHECK, CREDIT CARDS WELCOME!
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in Stock!

CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE (417 ) 883 -1125

Bolivar 620 E. Buffalo  Harrison 1315 N. Main  

Lebanon 1801 S. Jefferson Marshfield 1100 Spur Dr. 

Ozark 4072 N. 20th St. West Plains 1601 Gibson St.

$24.99 Starting At...

$1.39
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Springfi�eld-based TLC Properties is
celebrating its 35th anniversary this Fri-
day in a dinner with an assortment of
prominent Missouri politicians, includ-
ing Governor Mike Parson. But on their
way in, guests of the apartment man-
agement company may have to wade
through activists protesting high rent
and Republican eff�orts to restrict gen-
der-affi�rming transgender care.

Held at Bass Pro’s White River con-
ference room, the dinner celebrates the

more than three decades of success for
TLC Properties and Coryell Collabora-
tive Group, the family owned manage-
ment company behind dozens of
Springfi�eld apartment buildings.

In 1988, Sam E. Coryell and Carol Co-
ryell Carnes founded the company with
three single-family homes and a 10-unit
apartment community. Their son Sam
M. Coryell has served as President of the
company since 2013. 

“My parents laid the foundation for
what we are today. Even through our
growth, we never lose sight of providing
a great multifamily housing experi-
ence,” he said in a press release.

According to the company, TLC Prop-
erties has more than 30 communities
across four states with more than 4,500
rental units in total. During the last 3
years, the company has expanded to Ar-
kansas, Texas, and Kansas.

The announced guest list for the
company’s anniversary include Gov.
Mike Parson, Mayor Ken McClure, For-
mer U.S. Attorney General John Ash-
croft, Congressman Eric Burlison, and
Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ash-
croft.

“TLC Properties planted their roots in
Springfi�eld, Missouri, 35 years ago and
we are celebrating that milestone on

Friday. This event is an opportunity for
our founders, leaders, and team mem-
bers to commemorate that accomplish-
ment. Starting out with just three sin-
gle-family homes and a small 10-unit
apartment community, we know we
couldn’t have reached this anniversary
without each and every resident who
called a TLC property ‘home’ over the
last 35 years,” said Sam M. Coryell,
president of TLC Properties, in a state-
ment to the News-Leader. “We are deep-
ly committed to serving our residents in
Springfi�eld as well as the other 

Group plans to protest leaders, TLC Properties
Andrew Sullender
Springfi�eld News-Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

See PROTEST, Page 3A

pal Josh Groves, who worked with their parents in
other school buildings. “It doesn’t surprise me that
all three are valedictorians. They are exceptionally
hard working. They are very smart and they are
great kids.”

Groves said their parents set high expectations
for the 18-year-olds to work hard and be nice to oth-
ers but the three are also driven to do their best.

“Their expectations for themselves are probably
higher than what we could put on them,” he said.

‘People who always have your back’

At the kitchen table in their home near Fellows
Lake, the siblings said they enjoyed growing up with
parents who worked for Springfi�eld Public Schools.

“It probably made us prioritize education more,”
Hannah admitted. Travis said their parents wanted
to them to “do our best” and work hard.

Before Glendale, the trio attended two K-8
schools. They went to Pleasant View, where their 

Hannah, Johnathan and Travis Peak are triplets
but their parents did not give them rhyming names
or dress them in matching clothes.

The Glendale High School seniors were encour-
aged to fi�nd and pursue their own interests. They
have distinguished themselves in diff�erent ways
but their similarities are still striking.

Each earned a 5.0 weighted GPA. They were in
many of the same sports and activities and will
graduate together Saturday as co-valedictorians of
Glendale’s Class of 2023.

All three have taken advanced courses and com-
peted at the state level in one or more events. They
go to church each week and devote part of each
summer to working with children at camp.

This fall, they will all attend Evangel University
to purse careers where they will be in a position to
help others learn and fi�nd success.

“I knew all the kids when they were little and
have watched them grow up,” said Glendale Princi-

Over the course of a 12-hour period
Saturday, an estimated 1,855 seniors
from Springfi�eld Public Schools’ Class
of 2023 will graduate in back-to-back
commencement ceremonies.

The culminating celebrations for
Central, Glendale, Hillcrest, Kickapoo,
and Parkview will occur at the Great
Southern Bank Arena but, unlike pre-
vious years, they are all scheduled on a
single weekend day. In the past, they
were spread over two weekend eve-
nings.

“We are really excited to have it on a
Saturday because we really feel like we
can ensure more family members and
friends will have the opportunity to at-
tend and celebrate our students. That
is a real positive,” said Sheila Wynn,
the executive director of high school.

Here are details to make it easier for
graduates’ family and friends to navi-
gate the ceremonies:

What is the schedule for
graduation?

The fi�ve graduations scheduled for
Saturday, May 20 at Great Southern
Bank Area, located on the Missouri
State University campus at 685 S.
John Q. Hammons Parkway, will start
at these times:

h Central −� 9 a.m. 
h Glendale −� 11:30 a.m.
h Hillcrest −� 2 p.m.
h Parkview −� 4:30 p.m.
h Kickapoo −� 7 p.m.

When will the doors open?

Family and friends must enter the
main entrance to the arena, on the
southeast side side of the building.
Doors will open approximately 45 min-
utes before the ceremony starts.

Doors will close after each ceremo-
ny begins and remain closed until the
ceremony has ended and staff� will
clear the arena after each ceremony.

Graduates must enter the main en-
trance to Hammons Student Center on

SPS graduation
guide: Leave
purses, gifts
and balloons 
at home
Claudette Riley
Springfi�eld News-Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

See GUIDE, Page 4A

COMMENCEMENT

Glendale High School triplets Travis, Hannah and Johnathan Peak each earned a 5.0 GPA, making them all valedictorians
of their graduating class. NATHAN PAPES/SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER

‘Hard working’ triplets
are co-valedictorians

Claudette Riley
Springfi�eld News-Leader | USA TODAY NETWORK

See PEAK, Page 4A


