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DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

TOPEKA
Jessica Babler, a nursing stu-

dent at Research College of
Nursing in Kansas City, Mis-

souri, is tired of being vilified
for wanting to provide abor-
tions, which she views as health
care, to her patients.
Babler hopes to be an OB-

GYN nurse and practice in Kan-
sas, but she said the Kansas
Legislature’s continued efforts

to limit abortion — even after
Kansans overwhelmingly
rejected a constitutional
amendment which would have
restricted or banned abortion in
2022 — have caused her to re-
consider where she wants to
practice.

For Babler, a state’s laws on
abortion, which will decide what
kind of care she is allowed to
provide, is a central factor when
choosing where to practice.
Missouri’s near-total abortion
ban made Babler want to prac-
tice in states where abortion

laws are more lenient despite
attending school in Missouri.
Though she said Kansas is still

a viable option because abortion
is accessible, further attacks on
abortion health care could curb
her enthusiasm for working in
Kansas.
“Living in Kansas is like hav-

ing your hands tied as an educa-
tor and as a provider,” Babler
said. “We have lots of stress,
and many times we don’t feel
supported by the government.
Practicing in a state that’s con-

Anti-abortion laws could worsen
OB-GYN shortage in Kansas
BY JENNA BARACKMAN
jbarackman@kcstar.com

SEE ABORTION, 4A

The end of third grade is sup-
posed to be marked by parties,
cupcakes and notes to beloved
teachers — not parental uproar
over porn.
But at Sacred Heart, a tiny

Catholic elementary school
about an hour southwest of
Kansas City in Ottawa, Kansas,
the past two months have been
filled with angry parents, accu-
satory emails, tears, phone calls
and meetings with the school’s
first-year principal over what
might have been six to seven
weeks of access to pornography
on the third graders’ unfiltered
iPads.
The principal insists the

school took measures as soon as
it understood the severity of the
situation.
“I think the most I can say,”

the principal, Patrick “P.J.”
Greer, told The Star, “is that
there was a time period where
there was some really unfortu-
nate things going on with the
use of iPads in our building. …
When it became known to me
that things were happening at
the level they were happening, I
took action.”
But angry parents maintain

they alerted the school at the
start of March that some third
graders may have been viewing
“sexually inappropriate content”
on their iPads, but the school
failed to act for weeks. Worse
still, they say, is the school’s
attempt to cast at least partial
blame on some of the kids, who
are 9 or 10 years old.
“It’s basically a complete

dismissal of accountability,”
said outraged parent Brian
Desch, who, because of this
incident, does not plan on re-
enrolling his third grade son in
the school next year. “They’re
just pointing the finger every-
where. I was paying my son’s
tuition because I bought into the
image of, you know, ‘We’re
going to hold ourselves to a
higher standard. We’re going to
be accountable. We’re going to
live a moral life filled with integ-
rity and honesty.’ And I have yet
to see where any of that has
been displayed with the leaders
of that school.”
As grandparents, John and

Debbie Duncan help care for
their third grade granddaughter
because of family problems.

Students at
Catholic
school had
unfiltered
iPads for
weeks
BY ERIC ADLER
eadler@kcstar.com

SEE SCHOOL, 9A

here, even in the midst of a
horrid drought,” added Dan
Heryer, Salvaggio’s husband.
“And it’s because this is the
first year we’ve had the benefit
of all this compost being ap-
plied to our fields.”
Salvaggio and Heryer have

been practicing all manner of
sustainable agriculture at
Urbavore Urban Farm since
purchasing the 13.5-acre prop-
erty on Kansas City’s East Side
in 2011. But a few years ago
they leveled up, taking out a
large loan to purchase Compost
Collective KC, a curbside
compost service. They now own
a fleet of trucks that weekly

Brooke Salvaggio dug her
calloused hands into a pile of
freshly cured compost and held
it up to the sun. She gazed in
wonder at the black soil.
“Everything in here was once

food waste,” Salvaggio said, the
compost slowly draining
through her fingers. “And now
it’s this incredible microbial
living substance that does won-
ders for growing food.”
“The spinach we’re growing

lately is so much better than
anything we’ve ever grown

hauls food waste from more
than 3,000 households back to
Urbavore, where their compost-
ing facility turns what would
otherwise be landfill-destined
trash into nutrient-rich soil.
Last year, they took in over a
million pounds of food waste.
Lately, though, their agrarian

success is bearing bitter fruit.
Earlier this month, they were
slapped with four code vio-
lations by the City Planning and

Development Department that
suggest the city believes their
operations violate their zoning.
Lurking behind this effort,

the couple believe, are a hand-
ful of neighbors who have spent
the past few years calling the
city with what they say are
baseless complaints against
them.
“It’s a ludicrous witch hunt to

NICK WAGNER nwagner@kcstar.com

Brooke Salvaggio plants carrot seeds into compost dirt at Urbavore Urban Farm. Salvaggio and her husband, Dan Heryer, have owned the
East Side farm since 2011.

KC urban farm hit
with violations,
tangling with
neighbors
BY DAVID HUDNALL
dhudnall@kcstar.com

NICK WAGNER nwagner@kcstar.com

Dan Heryer uses a front loader to mix a pile of compost. He and his
wife purchased Compost Collective KC in 2021 to expand their
farm’s composting efforts.

SEE VIOLATIONS, 9A

Prosecutors will not file
charges against an Olathe po-
lice officer who shot and killed
a 27-year-old man at his home

during a mental health crisis,
according to Johnson County
District Attorney Steve Howe.
At a news conference

Wednesday, Howe said an
investigation into the Dec. 31
shooting of Brandon Lynch in
the front hallway of his home

showed the officer fired three
times, hitting Lynch each time.
A butterfly knife and a stun gun
were found near Lynch’s body.
Howe said the shooting was

justified under Kansas law.
“It is my determination that

the officer properly used deadly

force in this incident and will
not be facing charges,” he said.
Lynch’s family and their

attorneys at the Cannezzaro
Marvel law firm said they were
“immensely disappointed” in
Howe’s decision.
“We disagree with the deter-

mination that the officer’s use
of deadly force was reasonable
and will continue to pursue
justice on his behalf,” they said
in a statement.

Olathe officer won’t be charged
in shooting of Brandon Lynch
BY KATIE MOORE
kamoore@kcstar.com

SEE SHOOTING, 5A


