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Today
• Bluey Party (toddlers, preschoolers), 10-11 a.m. and 2-3 p.m., Columbia 

Public Library, Columbia.
• Red Cross Blood Drive, noon-4 p.m., Union Hill Baptist Church, Holts 

Summit. Make an appointment via redcrossblood.org or 800-RED-CROSS.
• Device Advice and Tech Help Drop-in, 2-3:30 p.m., Columbia Public 

Library, Columbia.
• Amphibians and Reptiles of Missouri (virtual), 3-4 p.m., Missouri Depart-

ment of Conservation. Register at mdc.mo.gov/centralevents.
• Sunset Goat Yoga, 6:30-8 p.m., Serenity Valley Winery, 1888 Callaway 

County Road 342.
• Comedian Greg Fitzsimmons, 7 p.m., The Blue Note, Columbia.
• Discover Nature: Outdoor Movie Night, 8 p.m., Runge Nature Center, 

Jefferson City.
• Aaron Kamm and the One Drops, 8 p.m., Rose Park, Columbia.
• Maplewood Barn Theatre presents “The Odd Couple,” 8 p.m., Nifong 

Park, Columbia.

Saturday
• Farmers and Flea Market, 7:30-11:30 a.m., School bus lot across from New 

Bloomfield Elementary, New Bloomfield.
• Taller de Inmigracion (Immigration Workshop), 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Familia Cristia-

na Internacional, Jefferson City.
• Swap Meet, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Callaway Cares, 5000 Red Maple Lane .
• Museum Annual Open House, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Museum of Missouri Military 

History, Jefferson City.
• Hermann Heritage Craft Exhibition, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Wagon Works Building, 

Hermann.
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Today
• Veterans’ Coffee Talk, 9-10:30 a.m., Disabled American Veter-

ans Post 17, Jefferson City.
• Talking Horse Productions, 10-10:45 a.m., Columbia Public 

Library, Columbia.
• Ten Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s (virtual), noon-1 p.m., Daniel 

Boone Regional Library. Register at events.dbrl.org.

• Lobby Book Sale, noon-3 p.m., Columbia Public Library, Colum-
bia.

• Modeling 3D Prints with Tinkercad, 6-7:30 p.m., Missouri River 
Regional Library, Jefferson City. Register at mrrl.org.

• Columbia’s Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, 6:30-8 p.m., 
Columbia Public Library, Columbia.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon and Alateen (separate meet-
ings), 7 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church (back rectory door), 
Jefferson City.

• Online Author Talk With Jena Friedman, 7-8 p.m., Daniel Boone 
Regional Library. Register at events.dbrl.org.

• Larry June: Larry’s Market Run 2023, 8 p.m., The Blue Note, 
Columbia.

Thursday
• Brick District Association Board meeting, 8-9 a.m., Brick District 

Playhouse, 613 Court St.
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Photo courtesy of Missouri Department of Conservation
Clayton Graham (left) and hunting mentor John Eisenbath pose with a turkey after the pair participated in a managed hunt in early May at August A. Busch 
Shooting Range in St. Charles. MDC reports hunters harvested 44,543 turkeys during the 2023 spring season.

Spring hunters bag most 
turkeys since 2016

By Ryan Pivoney
rpivoney@newstribune.com

Callaway County was one of the best areas in the 
state for spring turkey hunting.

Hunters bagged approximately 850 birds in 
Callaway County. The county was surpassed by 
only Osage and Franklin counties, where approx-
imately 863 and 1,043 turkeys were taken, respec-
tively. Hunters harvested a total of 44,543 turkeys 
throughout the state, according to preliminary 
data from the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion.

Turkey hunting is split into fall and spring sea-
sons, with the spring season consisting of a two-
day youth hunt and a three-week firearms and 
archery hunt. The youth hunt this year was April 
1-2 and the rest of the spring season ran from April 
17-May 7.

Hunters can harvest one turkey during the 
youth portion and first week of the spring hunting 
season. If they don’t harvest one then, hunters can 
bag up to two turkeys during the last two weeks of 
the season.

Of the 44,543 turkeys harvested this year, 36,821 

were adult gobblers, 7,308 were juvenile gobblers 
and 414 were bearded hens.

Youth hunters ages 6-15 bagged 2,566 of the tur-
keys, including 1,997 adult gobblers, 543 juvenile 
gobblers and 26 bearded hens. Osage County led 
the state in youth harvest numbers with 71, fol-
lowed by Miller County with 65 and Texas County 
with 64.

The more than 44,500 turkeys harvested this 
year is the largest total since 2016.

Approximately 36,253 turkeys were harvested 
last year — 33,359 by hunters during the regular 
season and 2,894 by youth hunters.

The 2023 harvest was 23 percent higher than last 
year and 19 percent higher than the state’s average 
over the past five years, MDC wild turkey biologist 
Nick Oakley said.

“Stable, though still lower than the ideal, hatch-
es each of the past three years and excellent spring 
turkey hunting weather likely contributed to this 
year’s higher harvest total,” Oakley said in a news 
release.

MDC observed more than 70,000 wild turkeys 
in 2022 during its annual survey, which runs from 
June to August each year. The statewide poult-to-

hen ratio, or number of baby turkeys with their 
mothers, was one.

The ratio is consistent from 2020 and 2021 and 
9 percent greater than the average over the past 
five years, but 14 percent lower than Missouri’s 
10-year average and 21 percent lower than the 
state’s 20-year average, according to MDC’s 2022 
wild turkey brood survey results.

A ratio of two poults per hen is considered 
enough to sustain turkey populations, according 
to the National Wild Turkey Federation, while a 
ratio of three poults per hen or higher indicates a 
growing population.

Some experienced hunters in the state have 
blamed MDC rules and regulations for the wild 
turkey population slump.

According to MDC’s survey results, wild turkey 
production appears to be increasing in south-cen-
tral Missouri, the Bootheel and northeast corner 
of the state compared to averages over the past five 
years. Production appears to be lower elsewhere 
in the state.

Callaway County was included in a region with 
increased wild turkey production in 2022.

What is Title 42 and how has US used it to curb migration?
By Rebecca Santana 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — This week marks the end 
of coronavirus restrictions on asylum that have 
allowed the U.S. to quickly expel migrants at the 
southern border for the last three years.

The restrictions are often referred to as Title 42, 
because the authority comes from Title 42 of a 

1944 public health law that allows curbs on migra-
tion in the name of protecting public health.

The end of Title 42’s use has raised questions 
about what will happen with migration at the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The Biden administration is 
preparing for an increase in migrants.

A look at what Title 42 is and why it matters:

HOW DID IT START?

In March 2020, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued an order limiting 
migration, saying it was necessary to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. Schools and businesses were 
closing their doors and hospitals were filling with 
patients. President Donald Trump was looking 
for ways to curtail immigration — his signature  

Callaway Chamber 
hosts May community 

update
By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

The Callaway Chamber of Commerce hosted the May 
Callaway County community update, allowing local lead-
ers to give updates on upcoming projects.

Sarah Wisdom, New Bloomfield superintendent, said 
the district is focusing on finishing the current school year 
while also preparing to hire teachers for next year.

She said the last day in session is May 26, with gradua-
tion taking place the same evening.

The district has one golfer going to state competition, 
and 10 track athletes are competing in sectionals this 
week.

The students are also currently taking Missouri Assess-
ment Program (MAP) assessments and End-of-Course 
(EOC) assessments, Wisdom added.

Amanda Miles, coordinator of school and communi-
ty programs for Fulton Public Schools, said the district is 
also trying to finish the year strong.

She said the district will host a senior showcase next 
week to highlight work completed by the senior students. 
The details on the event are being finalized.

A ribbon cutting and open house event will take place 
for Fulton High School on May 20 at 10 a.m. This ceremo-
ny will take place outside the new front entrance to the 
school.

Jeremy Moreland, William Woods University presi-
dent, said the recent commencement ceremonies went 
very well. He said 464 students graduated from the uni-
versity this year.

“We’re also very excited to be announcing the univer-
sity’s first ever Ph.D. program, really the county’s first ever 
Ph.D. program. So we’re very excited about that,” More-
land said.

He also teased some “exciting” announcements for this 
summer and fall.

Clay Chism, Callaway County Sheriff, said the Callaway 
County Sheriff’s Office has handled just over 7,800 calls 
for service so far in 2023.

The new Callaway County Jail has booked 652 arrested 
subjects.

The old jail is in the process of being renovated into 
offices, Chism said.

He added they are probably “a couple months” away 
from the renovations being completed.

Renee Tyler, director of administration with the City of 
Fulton, said the 2nd Street bridge project is continuing 
onward.

That project is expected to be completed in mid-June.
Yesterday, the air conditioning unit at Fulton City Hall 

was replaced.
Five new recruits were sworn-in on Monday to the Ful-

ton Police Department, Tyler added.
Brandon Ruediger, city administrator for Holts Sum-

mit, said he attended a Missouri Department of Transpor-
tation (MoDOT) meeting last week about the roundabout 
that will be installed in Holts Summit. The roundabout 
will be located at the exit of U.S. Highway 54, State Route 
OO or Simon Boulevard.

Construction on this project is scheduled to begin May 
22. Once the project begins, 30 days are allowed to com-
plete it.

Holts Summit also recently hired some new police offi-
cers, Ruediger added.

Hyundai and Kia thefts 
keep rising despite 

security fix
By The Associated Press

Nearly three months ago, Hyundai and Kia unveiled 
software that was designed to thwart an epidemic of 
thefts of their vehicles, caused by a security flaw that was 
exposed on TikTok and other social media sites.

So far, it hasn’t solved the problem. Across the country, 
thieves are still driving off with the vehicles at an alarming 
rate.

Data from seven U.S. cities gathered by The Associated 
Press shows that the number of Hyundai and Kia thefts 
is still growing despite the companies’ efforts to fix the 
glitch, which makes 8.3 million vehicles relatively easy 
targets for thieves.

From Minneapolis, Cleveland and St. Louis to New 
York, Seattle, Atlanta and Grand Rapids, Michigan, police 
have reported substantial year-over-year increases in 
Hyundai and Kia theft reports through April. An eighth 
city, Denver, which was hit early by the theft outbreak, 
reported a 23% decline from 2022 levels but still endured 
a high number of thefts.

So far this year, Minneapolis police have received 1,899 
Kia and Hyundai theft reports, nearly 18 times the num-
ber for the same period in 2022.

“The scope of the problem is only expanding and is 
exponentially worse than it has been in the past,” Brian 
O’Hara, the police chief of Minneapolis, said in an email. 
“We have some weeks where nearly as many Kias and 
Hyundais are stolen in a week as had previously been sto-
len in a year.”

See Title on Page 2 See Theft on Page 2

Anakin Bush/Fulton Sun
The Kingdom of Callaway County Historical Society and Museum window displays highlight history from around the county. The current display is 
focused on the Spanish-American War.

Historical Society window displays provide 
glances at county history

By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

The Callaway County Historical Society continues 
to highlight moments in the history of Callaway Coun-
ty with window displays, with this month’s display fea-
turing the Spanish-American War.

The display honors the 125th anniversary of the war, 
which was in 1898. On April 20, Congress declared 
war on Spain. On July 1, the Battle of San Juan Hill in 
Cuba took place.

The U.S. and Spain signed a cease-fire agreement 
on August 12, bringing the war to an end.

Part of the Historical Society’s display highlights 
Morris Fred Bell, who was an adjutant general of Mis-
souri.

In addition to being an adjutant general, he was a 
prolific architect in the local area. He is perhaps most 
known for designing the David R. Francis Quadrangle 
on the University of Missouri’s campus.

He also designed and constructed Jesse Hall on 
Mizzou’s campus, which serves as the main adminis-
tration building for the college. Jesse Hall was built in 
1895 as New Academic Hall. It was renamed in 1922 in 

honor of Richard H. Jesse, who served as the universi-
ty president until 1908.

Nancy Lewis, KCHS Museum director, said Bell 
designed the old buildings at Fulton State Hospital 
and Missouri School for the Deaf in Fulton.

The display features articles from the Fulton 
Gazette. One article, titled “Callaway Troops In Camp 
at St. Louis” from May 13, 1898, discusses Company 
M leaving for Jefferson Barracks. Company M was 
made up of men from Callaway County. The article 
on display also lists the Callaway County soldiers in 
Company M.

Another part of the window display highlights his-
torical stamps that relate to Cuba.

One of the stamps on display features the Rough 
Riders, also known as the U.S. 1st Volunteer Cavalry. 
They traveled to Cuba on June 23, 1898, and fought in 
the Battle of Las Guasimas.

Another stamp on display features Theodore Roo-
sevelt, Jr. He served as a colonel in the Rough Riders, 
and fought in the battles of Las Guasimas and San 
Juan Hill.

The other window display at the Historical Society 
highlights the history of the group. It is celebrating 

its 50th anniversary of the museums this year, as the 
group began its first museum in 1973.

The first museum was at a location called the Tuttle 
House, located at 7th Street and Westminster Avenue 
across from America’s National Churchill Museum.

The Historical Society hosted the museum in the 
Tuttle House until 1997, when it moved to the current 
location at 513 Court Street in March, 1998.

The window display also highlights some of the ser-
vices the Historical Society offers, including museum 
tours, historical photos and artifacts, and circuit court 
records.

Lewis said the window displays are changed about 
every month-and-a-half.

She said the next display will go up around June 1.
The purpose of the window displays is to provide 

a quick educational glance into the county’s history, 
Lewis said.

The topic of the window displays can greatly vary.
“Last year we did an underwear window of wom-

en’s underwear in the 1800’s. We do wild stuff some-
times, but usually it’s boring,” Lewis said.

To learn more about KCHS, visit callawaymohisto-
ry.org.

Fulton Public Schools presents end-of-year awards
By Anakin Bush
abush@fultonsun.com

Fulton Public Schools is preparing for the end of 
the school year with several year-end activities.

FPS hosted the annual end-of-year award ceremo-
ny, and presented several awards to members of the 
district.

The 2023 Teacher of the Year award was present-
ed to Melissa Speer, third grade teacher at McIntire 
Elementary.

The 2023 Support Staff of the Year award was 
presented to Carla Clines, secretary at Fulton Early 
Childhood Center.

2023 David W. White Outstanding Service in Edu-
cation award was presented to Ron and Jamie Danus-
er. Ron is the residential life administrator at Missouri 
School for the Deaf. Jamie is the community relations 
facilitator at MSD.

The FHS class of 2023 walked through the district 
on Wednesday to see the teachers that they’ve had 
throughout their FPS journey.

Throughout the week, FPS has been posting the 
graduating seniors on Facebook in celebration of 
their last week.

“Please join us in congratulating the Class of 2023 
and wishing them the best of luck in their future 
endeavors; whether they are entering the workforce, 
joining the military, going to a technical college or 
trade school, or attending a 2 or 4-year university, we 
are so proud of them all,” the Facebook posts state.

The local high school graduations will begin Sun-
day, May 21, with South Callaway High School’s grad-

uation. The ceremony will begin at 4 p.m.
North Callaway High School’s graduation will be 

Thursday, May 25, at 7 p.m.
New Bloomfield High School’s graduation will be 

Friday, May 26, at 7 p.m.

FHS graduation will be Friday, May 26, at 7 p.m. 
The ceremony will be at the FHS football field, with 
weather permitting. The graduation speaker will be 
Emily Omohundro, former FPS Board of Education 
member.

Photo courtesy Fulton Public Schools
Chris Hubbuch, assistant superintendent of Fulton Public Schools, presents Melissa Speer with the 
2023 Teacher of the Year award. Speer is a third grade teacher at McIntire Elementary.

Why a government 
default could be worse 

than a government 
shutdown

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — All the hand-wringing over a poten-
tial government default if Congress doesn’t increase the 
government’s $31.4 trillion debt ceiling has conjured up 
images of past government shutdowns. In shutdowns, 
“essential” workers — TSA agents and such — showed up, 
but most federal employees stayed home. Work piled up 
in offices, and litter piled up in untended national parks.

However, there’s a big difference between a govern-
ment shutdown and a default on the nation’s debts.

America very well knows what happens in a shutdown 
— it’s had four of them in the past 30 years. There’s a lot 
more uncertainty about a default, which could well have 
more wide-ranging and devastating impacts, at home 
and around the world. There’s never been a default, and 
negotiators are trying to find a way to avoid one now.

A look at what is known — and not — about both:

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
A shutdown occurs when Congress doesn’t approve 

funding legislation so that the government can keep 
spending money to remain open.

When Congress hasn’t authorized or extended gov-
ernment funding, there is no authority to spend money. 
Essential work continues — the military remains on 
guard — but most federal workers are sent home, and 
activities cease until Congress acts.

It’s harmful to the economy, and can disrupt many 
lives, but it’s is far from catastrophic.

The U.S. has experienced four true government shut-
downs where operations were impacted by more than 
one business day, according to the Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Budget. That usually includes lim-
itations on government services — like park maintenance 
and benefit checks — and non-essential federal employ-
ees are sent home.

“We know what a government shutdown looks like,” 
said Shai Akabas, director of economic policy at the non-
profit Bipartisan Policy Center. “And everyone knows on 
which date that will occur.”

The White House keeps a long list of agency contin-
gency plans in the event of a government shutdown. The 
country narrowly avoided one last December.

GOVERNMENT DEFAULT
A default would occur if the government exceeds its 

See Shutdown on Page 2

Here are the restrictions on 
transgender people that 

are moving forward in US 
statehouses

By The Associated Press

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has highlighted efforts by 
Republican governors and statehouses across the coun-
try to embrace proposals limiting the rights of transgen-
der people, signing new restrictions as he moves closer to 
a presidential bid.

The restrictions are spreading quickly despite criticism 
from medical groups and advocates who say they’re fur-
ther marginalizing transgender youth and threatening 
their health.

Here’s what’s happening:

FLORIDA’S RESTRICTIONS
DeSantis on Wednesday signed bills that ban gender 

affirming care for minors, restrict pronoun use in schools 
and force people to use the bathroom corresponding 
with their sex assigned at birth in some cases.

DeSantis also signed new restrictions on drag shows 
that would allow the state to revoke the food and bever-
age licenses of businesses that admit children to adult 
performances. The DeSantis administration has moved 
to pull the liquor licenses of businesses that held drag 
shows, alleging children were present during lewd dis-
plays.

The rules on gender affirming care also ban the use of 
state money for the care and place new restrictions on 
adults seeking treatment. They take effect immediately, 
along with the drag show restrictions. The bathroom and 
pronoun restrictions take effect July 1.

DeSantis has been an outspoken advocate for such 
restrictions, and championed a Florida law that restricts 
the teaching of sexual orientation and gender identity in 
public schools. Florida has expanded that prohibition, 
which critics have dubbed the “Don’t Say Gay” law, to all 
grades.

See Transgebder on Page 2


