
STAR TRIBUNE 
Minneapolis, St. Paul MN
Volume XLII  •  No. 45
May 19, 2023

More of what matters to Minnesota. All day. Every day.

ONLINE: startribune.com • TIPS: 612-673-4414 • COMMENTS: 612-673-4000
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Call 612-673-4343 or go to startribune.com/subscribe

Tick season is back,
and with a new fi end
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‘BARBIE’ TO ARMAGEDDON
Summer movie preview has it all
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Chilly, but a glorious 
weekend awaits. B6¬
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DISNEY HALTS 
FLORIDA PLAN
Decision that will cost state 
2,000 jobs follows attacks 
from Gov. Ron DeSantis. A4

Migrant child dies in 
custody: Second death in 
two weeks at border. A4

Heat waves, wildfires 
worsen: At least 200 fires 
are active in Canada. A2

Titanic’s story goes on: Underwater 3-D scanning project 
could reveal clues about the luxury ship’s 1912 doom. A2

From drab skyway to 
ideal canvas: St. Paul art 
students add color. B1

 Crime falls at troubled 
corner: AG Keith Ellison 
touts efforts in N. Mpls. B1

‘Mama Phee’ returning: 
Lynx welcome back new 
mom Napheesa Collier.  C1

Merila’s  new challenge: 
Former U baseball star faces 
return of brain tumor. C1

Sun Country app: After 6 
years without, airline says 
one is in development. D1

Fresh Vine Wine: Min-
netonka-based producer 
gets new leadership. D1

As regulators, parts maker 
argue, most are in the dark 
about risks of explosion.

By TOM KRISHER  
Associated Press

 
 DETROIT – More than 33 

million people in the United 
States are driving vehicles that 
contain a potentially deadly 
threat: air bag inflaters that in 
rare cases can explode in a col-
lision and spew shrapnel.

Few of them know it.
And because of a dispute 

between federal safety regula-
tors and an air bag parts man-
ufacturer, they aren’t likely to 
find out anytime soon.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
is demanding that the manu-
facturer, ARC Automotive of 
Knoxville, Tenn., recall 67 mil-
lion inflaters that could explode 
with such force as to blow apart 
a metal canister and expel 
shrapnel. But ARC is refusing 
to do so, setting up a possible 
court fight with the agency.

NHTSA argues that the 
recall is justified because two 
people have been killed in the 
United States and Canada and 
at least seven others have been 
injured by ARC’s inflaters. 
The explosions, which first 
occurred in 2009, have con-
tinued as recently as this year.

After an investigation that 
has lasted for eight years, the 
NHTSA tentatively concluded 
that the inflaters are defective. 
The agency’s documents show 
that the inflaters date from at 
least the 2002 model year to Jan-
uary 2018, when ARC installed 
equipment on its manufac-
turing lines that could detect 
potential safety problems.

One of those who died was 
Marlene Beaudoin, a 40-year-
old mother of 10 from Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula who 
was struck by metal fragments 
when her 2015 Chevrolet Tra-
verse SUV was involved in a 

Air bags
could be
threat to
33 million 

By DAVE ORRICK  
dave.orrick@startribune.com

 
 DFL Party leaders unani-

mously backed a plan Thurs-
day to sanction anyone who 
incites or engages in violence 
at a party event, a move to con-
tain the fallout from a weekend 
Minneapolis ward convention 

that descended into chaos.
Then they immediately 

sanctioned   the candidate at 
the center of it.

 At an emergency eve-
ning meeting of  the DFL’s 
executive committee, which 
included testimony from 
people caught up in last Sat-
urday’s violence, members 

unanimously approved a plan 
 by  Chair Ken Martin  to give 
the party the ability to pun-
ish violent behavior, all but 
permanently banning from 
participation anyone found to 
have engaged in it.

 Next, the committee unan-
imously voted to ban Minne-
apolis City Council candidate 

Nasri Warsame — whose sup-
porters stormed the stage at 
the convention — from ever 
receiving a DFL endorsement. 
The ban is contingent on the 
party’s central committee rati-
fying the new policy.

The party does not have the 
authority to ban Warsame from 
running for office, Martin said.

Warsame wasn’t available 
for comment late Thursday.

Martin’s plan would autho-
rize the party to bar anyone 
found to have engaged in vio-
lent behavior from seeking the 
DFL endorsement, and pro-
hibit them from holding any 
party or convention position.

DFL takes a stand after melee 
Execs move to bar Mpls. City Council candidate Nasri Warsame from ever seeking the party’s endorsement.

Miguel Torres Jr. is out of the hospital and back home in Minneapolis after he was repeatedly stabbed on May 6 in 
his apartment by Craig Allen Stevens, his mother’s ex-boyfriend, who has been charged with attempted murder. 

 Story by KIM HYATT 
Photos by RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII • Star Tribune staff

 
 Eating an ice cream cone in the living room of the 

south Minneapolis apartment where he lives with his 
mom and little sister, Miguel Torres Jr. is a normal 
12-year-old boy — save for the 20 stitches and 14 staples 
that crisscross his body.

Just days before, he awoke from a medically induced 
coma following a May 6 knife attack at the hands of 
his mother’s ex-boyfriend. Miguel’s wounds are a grim 
reminder of how children — frequently young boys 
— are caught up in the violence of domestic abuse. 
Despite the severity of his injuries, Miguel survived and 
is recovering. In recent cases of intimate partner vio-
lence, other boys his age were killed by their mother’s 
partner or ex-partner.

Last week an Olivia, Minn., man was sentenced 
to nearly 17 years for the 2022 murder of 13-year-old 
Isaac Hoff.   The boy’s mom was being assaulted by 
her boyfriend Houston A. Morris  when she grabbed 
a knife to protect herself. Morris took hold of it and 
stabbed the teenager.

In 2020, 15-year-old Julio Cesar Guadalupe Rodri-
guez  was defending his mom and keeping his five sib-
lings safe when he was fatally stabbed by his stepfather. 
Police called him a hero. Jaime A. Vaca  pleaded guilty 

KIDS PAY PRICE
FOR DOMESTIC ABUSE

Mother Melissa Williams looked over at her son, 
Miguel Torres Jr., who is recovering from a punctured 

lung and other injuries in a knife attack in their home.   

Some carmakers with 
ARC air bag inflaters 
At least a dozen automakers 
have vehicles with ARC driver 
or front-passenger inflaters. 
They include: Audi, BMW, 
Buick, Chevrolet, Ford, GMC, 
Hyundai, Kia, Porsche, Stellan-
tis, Toyota and Volkswagen.

“Abusers will use children as a means of power and control.”
Joe Shannon  of Violence Free Minnesota

Stabbing of 12-year-old boy reflects dangers for 
children victimized in intimate partner violence

Legislature is considering 
hospital staffing rules.

By JEREMY OLSON  
jeremy.olson@startribune.com

 
 A revised proposal to man-

age hospital nurse staffing lev-
els was presented Thursday to 
a legislative conference com-
mittee that would exclude all 
Mayo Clinic hospitals from its 
requirements.

Lawmakers behind the bill 
said Gov. Tim Walz and oth-
ers appear to be in favor of 
the exclusion for Mayo, which 
had threatened to switch a 
multibillion-dollar expan-
sion project in Rochester to 
another state if its hospitals 
are required to meet the staff-
ing requirements.

The bill requires all hospi-
tals to create committees of 

Mayo exempt 
from nurse 
staffing bill

See STAFFING on A8 Ø

Critics complained about 
licensing delays in Minn.

By JEREMY OLSON  
jeremy.olson@startribune.com

 
 The executive director 

of the Minnesota Board of 
Nursing resigned Thurs-
day, pre-empting the board’s 
emergency meeting to decide 
whether to remove her.

While Kimberly Miller  faced 
unprecedented challenges as 
director because of the COVID-
19 pandemic and the fall 2022 
nursing strike, critics had com-
plained of confrontations with 
staff and unnecessary delays in 
processing licensure applica-
tions and disciplinary actions. 
The board, even by its own 
admission and data, had fallen 
weeks behind in processing 
licensing applications over the 
past couple of years.

Minnesota Assistant Attor-
ney General Janine Kimball 
read Miller’s resignation let-
ter to the board, which then 

Nursing 
board 
director 
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Marijuana legalization: 
House votes 73-57 in favor. B1

Martin says anyone taking 
part in violence at a DFL 

event should be sanctioned.
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