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By Joe Bowen
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — A bill destined
for Gov. Tim Walz’s signature
won’t result in cuts at Lake
Superior College and would
mean a budget surplus at

Fond du Lac Tribal and Com-
munity College.
Reached last week, Min-

nesota lawmakers’ $4.2 bil-
lion compromise on higher
education spending would
apportion about $1.87 bil-

lion over the next two school
years to the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities
system.
That total includes $75mil-

lion, spread across next year
and the one after it, to off-

set an agreed-upon freeze in
tuition rates for the approxi-
mately 300,000 students who
attend the system’s 26 col-
leges and seven universities,

By Joe Bowen
Duluth News Tribune

Duluth

They’re not set to cross
the stage for another
three weeks, but a

handful of American Indian
students on the verge of
graduating from Duluth
Public Schools were honored

Wednesday.
The school district’s

annual graduation banquet
in West Duluth recognized
Indigenous students who are
set to earn their high school
diploma in June. Fourteen of
those students were given a
certificate and stole to wear
during their commencement

ceremonies.
“I want you to recognize

from a very young age —
and right now, if you’re
graduating — that your
voices and your opinions
matter, and that you can
make a difference,” Rachel
Evangelisto, a member of
Standing Rock Nation and

the first Indigenous winner
of the annual Miss Minnesota
pageant, told the assembled
soon-to-be graduates at
Clyde Iron Works. “There
are little people right in this
room that are watching you
and your next steps.”
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By Brielle Bredsten
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — Warrior Brew-
ing Co.’s co-owners, Matt
Caple and Ben Gipson, have
expanded their Lincoln Park
taproom and also plan to
open a nano brewery in the
historic Duluth Armory on
the horizon.
Having surpassed their

original five-year business
plan after just two years
from opening, the veteran-
owned and operated brewery
strives to continue provid-
ing an engaging space for its
patrons, said Caple.
“We’re constantly mak-

ing sure we don’t put the
cart in front of the horse,
so to speak,” he said. “Our
taproom expansion is para-
mount to us continuing to
grow here at this location.”
Warrior Brewing is located

at 2711 W. Superior St. in
the building owned by King
Chris and King Dan revocable
trusts, and is managed by
King Properties Duluth.
The new taproom space

was previously occupied by
CPL Imaging, which recently
relocated to 2301 W. Superior
St.
At their distributors’

request, Warrior Brew-
ing increased its production
capacity to meet the growing
demand for their product.
Gipson added: “There are

still a lot of people knocking
on our door trying to get us to
go bigger.”
As they expanded, two

620-gallon (20-barrel) tanks
and two 930-gallon (30-bar-
rel) tanks were added to the
mash tun, brew kettle and
310-gallon tanks the brewery
began with.

Warrior
Brewing
expands
After growing Lincoln
Park taproom, plans
for possible second
location in works
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What does a higher ed bill mean for area colleges?

Aid may help Duluth replace lead lines

By Peter Passi
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — Local authori-
ties were already planning to
spend more than $5 million to
replace lead water service lines
this year.
But Gov. Tim Walz’s visit

Thursday to tout the state’s
recent legislative appropria-
tion of $240 million to help
communities bear the cost of
replacing lead components in
their water systems buoyed
hopes that Duluth won’t have
to go it alone financially.

“We know, and the science is
very clear on this and has been
for some time: No amount of
lead exposure is good, at all.
It’s a heavy metal that sits in
the central nervous system,”
Walz said, suggesting that the
cost of inaction is greater than
that of removing lead from
water systems.
“When we did a study with

the Minnesota Department of
Health in 2019, it’s estimated
that at a minimum, the cost
of lead poisoning in decreased
mental acuity, the cost that
goes into dealing with behav-
ioral and health outcomes is
about $4 billion,” he said.
Walz contrasted that with

the $800 million-$1 billion it
likely will cost the state to
replace lead lines over the next
decade.

“To do nothing will cost us
$4 billion, and it will harm
countless Minnesotans. This is
just good stuff,” he said. “Not
to mention … all these proj-
ects are going to be done with
union labor at a prevailing
wage by skilled professionals.”
Walz estimated the replace-

ment work will keep about
4,500 workers busy for the
next decade.
“The fact of the matter is,

we all know that lead lines are
bad for you, and they should be
replaced,” LIUNA (Laborers’
International Union of North
America) Local 1091 Duluth
business manager Dan Olson
said. “We have the opportu-
nity to do it, and we want to be
partners in it with LIUNA and
all organized labor.”

Clint Austin / Duluth News Tribune
Ryan Ostrofsky, left, project manager with JMF Construction
explains the process of replacing lead water supply lines to Gov.
Tim Walz and LiUNA business manager Dan Olson while visiting
a job site where lead water supply pipes are being replaced on
the 1100 block of East Eighth Street on Thursday in Duluth.LEAD LINES: Page 4

Clint Austin / Duluth News Tribune
Binesiikwe Edye Washington, left, the Duluth Public Schools’ American Indian education coordinator, awards Arianna Gault her
graduation sash during a celebration for American Indian graduates at Clyde Iron Works on Wednesday.

Duluth district honors
American Indian graduates

Walz says cities
need financial
assistance


