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AIR QUALITY ALERT EXTENDED

Brainerd 

The Brainerd lakes area will 
remain in an air quality 
alert through 6 a.m. Friday, 

May 19.
The Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency Thursday 
morning issued an air quality 
alert until 6 a.m. Friday for the 
entire state of Minnesota. Most 
of central Minnesota, including 
Aitkin, Cass, Crow Wing, Mille 
Lacs, Morrison, Todd and 
Wadena counties, are expected to 
reach air quality levels unhealthy 
for everyone, the MPCA reported.

A band of very heavy ground-
level smoke from wildfires 

in northern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan is currently moving 
along a cold front in northwestern 
Minnesota. The smoke will 
continue to move south and east 
and eventually impact the entire 
state of Minnesota. The smoke 
should clear rapidly overnight into 
Friday morning.

Fine particle levels are 
expected to reach the red 
air quality index category, a 
level considered unhealthy for 
everyone, across all but far 
eastern Minnesota, including in 
the Brainerd lakes area. In the 
red area, everyone should avoid 
prolonged time outdoors.

What this alert means
Air moves long distances and 

carries pollutants. During air 
quality alerts due to wildfires, the 
air is mixed with harmful smoke. 
Wildfire smoke spreads or lingers 

depending on the size of the fires, 
the wind and the weather.

The air quality index is color-
coded. Air quality alerts are issued 
when the air quality index is 
forecast to reach an unhealthy 
level, which includes forecasts 
in the orange, red, purple and 
maroon categories. For a full 
description of each air quality 
category, visit airnow.gov.

Red air quality: Unhealthy
Sights and smells: In areas 

where air quality is in the red 
AQI category due to wildfires, the 
sky may look smoky. The air will 
look hazy, and you won’t be able 
to see long distances. You may 
smell smoke.

Health effects: This air is 
unhealthy for everyone. Anyone 
may begin to experience 

By Theresa Bourke
Brainerd Dispatch

BRAINERD — The 
entire Brainerd City 
Council voted down 
proposed restrictions 
on trailer parking 
Monday, May 15.

During a public hear-
ing on the issue, one 
resident spoke against 
a proposed ordinance 
that would have prohib-
ited unattended trailers 
from being parked on 
the street from Nov. 1 
through March 31.

Marshall Tousignant 
said he got a complaint 
from a neighbor years 
ago about a trailer he 
had parked on the grass 
on his property, so he 
now parks it on the 
street. If he’s not able 
to do that anymore, he 
asked the council where 
he can park his trailer.

Council President 
Kelly Bevans said the 
meeting was not the 
time to ask those kinds 
of questions, which can 
be directed to staff when 
City Hall is open. Mon-

day’s public hearing was 
solely to give testimony 
for or against the pro-
posed ordinance.

“OK, I’m against it,” 
Tousignant said.

The current city code 
allows for vehicles and 
trailers to be parked on 
the street for no more 
than 48 consecutive 
hours. At that point, 
they must be moved at 
least three blocks away 
and cannot return for 
another 48 hours.

City Engineer/Public 
Works Director Jessie 
Dehn told the council 
earlier this year unat-
tended trailers — those 
that are not hitched to a 
vehicle — do not always 
follow those rules, cre-
ating hardships for 
street maintenance 
staff when sweeping or 
removing snow.

In the ordinance, 
unattended work or 
construction trailers 
would still be allowed on 
the street from Novem-
ber through March with 

By Alex Derosier
Brainerd Dispatch

ST. PAUL — A final tax deal taking 
shape at the Minnesota Capitol will 
include long-discussed rebate checks 
returning a portion of the state’s 
record $17.5 billion budget surplus, 
as well as a big cut to the Social 
Security income tax and more than $1 
billion in child tax credits.

Under a $3 billion two-year tax 
plan finalized this week by a joint 
House-Senate committee, the state 
would issue more than $1.1 billion 
in checks to millions of tax filers. 
Individual filers would get $260, and 
married or joint filers would get $520. 
Anyone filing taxes would qualify for 
$260 for each dependent up to three.

The income cutoff for checks is 
$75,000 for a single earner and 
$150,000 for joint filers. At a Thurs-

day news conference, Democrat-
ic-Farmer-Labor House Speaker 
Melissa Hortman said their aim is 
to have checks go to people who 
were most hurt by economic trouble 
during the pandemic.

”Many people fell far behind. Other 
people did quite well. A lot of people 
who were able to work from home 
actually saved money,” she said. “So 
the way we looked at returning the 
surplus in the form of rebates was that 
it should be means tested so that the 
people who need the money get it.”

The checks in the House-Senate 
deal are significantly smaller than 
the original base of $1,000 for single 
filers and $2,000 for joint filers pro-
posed by Gov. Tim Walz last year. It’s 
also less than the amounts initially 

By April Baumgarten
The Forum

FARGO — The man 
convicted of killing 
Dru Sjodin is slated to 
be resentenced without 
a hearing after a judge 
overturned his death 
sentence in 2021.

The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in North Dakota 
and defense attorneys 
for Alfonso Rodriguez Jr. 
have asked federal Judge 
Ralph Erickson to con-

vert the sentence in the 
case to life imprison-
ment, according to court 
documents filed Tues-
day, May 16. Rodriguez 
has waived his right to 
be present at any sen-
tencing hearing.

Erickson will have to 
sign off on the request 
before Rodriguez is 
moved off death row.

The 70-year-old 

Rodriguez is being held 
at a high security feder-
al penitentiary in Terre 
Haute, Indiana.

Rodriguez initially was 
sentenced to death in 
2007 after a jury found 
him guilty of kidnap-
ping and killing Sjodin. 
Rodriguez abducted the 
22-year-old University 
of North Dakota student 
on Nov. 22, 2003, from 
the Columbia Mall in 
Grand Forks.

Prosecutors said 
Rodriguez sexually 
assaulted Sjodin before 
marching her down a 
ravine near Crookston, 
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Hazy sunset on Wednesday in Brainerd.
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