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Since Port Huron’s major upgrade to
its skating features at Optimist Park,
Rich Pond said he’s seen a lot more peo-
ple taking advantage of them.

The Optimist Skatepark has techni-
cally been open to skaters for a few
months — Pond, who spearheaded the
early 2000s eff�ort for the original skate-
park, admitted, “We went skating all
winter” — but on Saturday, the city’s
slated to celebrate its opening after a
years-long push.

“So, like 22 years,” Pond said of his lo-
cal skatepark sojourn. He now lives in
Jeddo but worked on the city’s advisory
committee for the new skatepark and

said he visits it daily after work.
“I’ve been dreaming about a skate-

park since I was a little kid,” the 49-year-
old said. “I started skating in town here
in like 1985. We went through all the
trials and tribulations in the late ‘80s,
like around ’88, I believe, when they
were passing a law that you couldn’t

skate (in certain areas). … At that time,
we were like, ‘Oh, we need a place to
skate.’ Even in 2001, skate parks
weren’t so common in all the towns.”

What should visitors expect this
weekend at Optimist?

The city parks and recreation de-
partment’s grand opening for the ska-
tepark is set for 10 a.m. on Saturday.
Celebrations will include a formal rib-
bon cutting, giveaways, and food.

Nancy Winzer, Port Huron parks
and recreation director, said Pond
helped organize a demonstration that
will feature local skaters.

The park was originally aimed to be 

One long grind to debut

Cody Cepeda skates at Optimist Skatepark on Wednesday in Port Huron. The official grand opening for the park will be
Saturday at 10 a.m. and will include a formal ribbon cutting, giveaways and food. JACKIE SMITH/TIMES HERALD 

Port Huron to celebrate Optimist Skatepark this weekend
Jackie Smith
Port Huron Times Herald
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See SKATEPARK, Page 4A

Insecticide to suppress the spread
of the invasive spongy moth — or rath-
er, the caterpillars that ravaged local
foliage two years ago — is slated to be
sprayed over fi�ve St. Clair County
townships on Monday.

According to a release from the
county, Al’s Aerial Spraying LLC will
spray about 320 acre in Clyde, Colum-
bus, Fort Gratiot, Kimball, and St. Clair
townships.

Monday was projected to have the
right weather conditions for aerial
treatment, which are an average wind
speed of under 10 miles an hour and
relative humidity that’s more than
50%. However, if conditions are out-
side those parameters, spraying will
be postponed, the county stated, “un-
til conditions improve, most likely
within a day or two.”

Spray operations typically begin in
the early morning.

Aerial
insecticide
treatment
planned
Monday
Planes to spray across
fi�ve St. Clair County
townships to address
invasive spongy moth

Jackie Smith
Port Huron Times Herald
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Groups of spongy moth caterpillars
crawl around a tree near Kenockee
Township resident Laura Hahn’s home
in 2021. PROVIDED BY LAURA HAHN

See MOTHS, Page 5A

A federal judge has authorized pay-
ment of nearly $47 million in attorney
fees and expenses in a massive lawsuit
arising from Flint’s drinking water sup-
ply, but tens of thousands of residents

who sued seven years ago will still have
to wait months longer before they re-
ceive their fi�rst dime.

The Free Press reported in April that
the lawsuit settled for $626.25 million in
2021, but the claims administration
process has been marked by delays, a
vendor shake-up, and likely cost over-
runs.

Residents who were told at that
time not to expect any checks before
the end of this year could at least know
that attorneys in the case were in the
same boat and had yet to receive a
dime for what in many cases was years
of work.

Flint water case lawyers get paid, residents wait
Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FLINT LAWYERS, Page 5A

Richmond baseball team is
still among the area’s elite
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“I’ve been dreaming about a

skatepark since I was a little

kid. ... Even in 2001, skate

parks weren’t so common in

all the towns.”
Rich Pond
Advocate for original Port Huron skatepark


