
L
ANSING – Michigan is one of multiple states that disproportionately denied

claims from Black applicants to its crime victims compensation program because

of “behavioral denials,” according to an Associated Press analysis of data from

across the U.S. h Michigan’s program, in which crime victims can seek compensa-

tion for lost wages, medical bills, funerals and other expenses, is also widely underused, with

the state ranked 40th out of 50 states and Washington D.C. for the 2021 fi�scal year for most

used compensation programs. h The state’s program did have denial rates on par with the

race of applicants, at least across fi�ve racial groups, when behavioral issues were not a factor,

the analysis showed. That put Michigan ahead of states such as Indiana, Georgia and South

Dakota, where Black applicants were nearly twice as likely as white applicants to be denied.

In the 20 states that provided the AP data on the
reasons for denial broken down by race, about 18%
of white applicants were denied compensation for
behavioral issues, compared to 33% of Black appli-
cants, the Associated Press found.

The numbers were starker in Michigan, where
about 23% of white applicants were denied com-
pensation for behavior reasons, compared to 54%
of Black applicants.

Michigan denies claims for behavioral issues if a
person is criminally responsible, said Bob Whea-
ton, a spokesperson with the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services. That includes
breaking into property, fi�ring a weapon fi�rst and be-

ing injured, or assaulting someone and becoming
injured, he wrote.

The AP gathered extensive racial data from 23
states from 2018-21 on people who sought help with
medical expenses, funerals, crime scene cleanup or
grief counseling after being the victim of a violent
crime and who were denied. 

The analysis of that data found that Black vic-
tims and their families are disproportionately de-
nied compensation in many states, often for sub-
jective reasons that experts say are rooted in racial
biases.

Quantel McKissic, 31, of Lansing,
speaks about the challenges of
mental and physical recovery after
violence on Tuesday.
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In Michigan, about 23% of white applicants were denied compensation 

for behavior reasons, compared to 54% of Black applicants.

See BLACK VICTIMS, Page 7A
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EAST LANSING – Michigan State
University reiterated, in a letter sent to
Eagle Township this week, plans to sell
a large plot of land in the township and
emphasized the approximately 1,200
acres could be used to benefi�t the com-
munity and region.

It is the most detailed statement yet
from Michigan State University about
the property that is key for a potential
multi-billion-dollar megasite.

“The eventual sale of this property
stands to bring hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of good-paying jobs to Eagle

Township and our region, boosting the
local tax revenue and strengthening the
vibrancy of our collective economy,”
says the letter, which was sent to Eagle
Township offi�cials. “The proposed de-
velopment will bring engineering and
professional service careers to the area
and additional collaborations with our
university and Lansing Community
College.”

The university has been mostly quiet
about the property. 

Its statement does not use the word
megasite or the formal name of the
property, Michigan Manufacturing In-
novation Campus, nor does it address
the type of project that state and region-
al economic developers have outlined

for the property: Battery or computer
chip manufacturing.

The statement highlights MSU’s agri-
cultural heritage, farm-fi�rst research,
in-the-fi�elds outreach programs and
other training opportunities.

When the State Journal fi�rst reported
on the site in October, MSU spokes-
woman Emily Gerkin Guerrant said the
university was not involved in selecting
the type of industry or directing any
type of development but would be hap-
py to be in partnership with any compa-
ny because the university’s skill set is
broad enough to fi�t a wide variety of po-
tential companies.

MSU to Eagle Township: We want to sell megasite property
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See MEGASITE, Page 7A

Farmland near M-100 and State Road in
Eagle Township, seen April 5. Michigan
State University reiterated plans to
sell the land in a letter this week.
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WINDSOR TWP. – Dimondale-
based cannabis company Green Peak
Industries, which operates under the
brand name Skymint, has surrendered
the former Summit Sports and Ice
Complex to the San Diego-based com-
pany from which it was leasing the
property.

Skymint fi�rst took possession of the
property at 9410 Davis Hwy. about
three years ago. The lease surrender
comes just over two months after Ca-
nadian-based Tropics LP sued Sky-
mint, claiming it owes them more than
$127 million.

The approximately 200,000-
square-foot former Summit building
was surrendered to Innovative Indus-
trial Properties Inc. in mid-March, said
Gene Kohut of Detroit-based Trust
Street Advisors in an email on Thurs-
day. He was appointed as Skymint’s
receiver in March after the lawsuit
claimed there was “an imminent threat
of waste” to Tropics LP’s collateral.

Green Peak Industries obtained its
Michigan license in 2018, and grows,
processes and sells marijuana prod-
ucts throughout Michigan, but oper-
ates from Dimondale.

According to the lawsuit, Green
Peak Industries and its subsidiaries
owed more than $1 million in rent for
property they were leasing in Dimon-
dale and the landlord “has fi�led a com-
plaint to evict” them.

Innovative Industrial Properties,
which owns and leases properties to
state-licensed cannabis operators
throughout the U.S., didn’t immedi-
ately respond to a request for com-
ment on Thursday.

In a May 9 earnings call, Paul
Smithers, the company’s CEO, presi-
dent and director, said it regained pos-
session of former Summit property in
March.

“We are currently in the process of
discussing and touring the Summit
property with interested cannabis op-
erators,” he said. 

Skymint
surrenders
former
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property
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See SKYMINT, Page 7A


