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We Move We Store We Floor

Ask about GatorGuard’s Exclusive White Glove Treatment

Leave the heavy lifting to us! Let us do the back-breaking job of moving your furniture and room 
contents out before we begin your project. We will store them safely and once your floors are 

complete our team will move all your contents back in! Floor coatings have never been so easy!
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vestigators that their gambling trip was
partly financed by people who thought
they were making business investments,
according to federal court records.

But Benderoff, sitting all day in a fed-
eral detention facility near Detroit Metro
Airport, had an even more riveting story,
one unrelated to the Vegas trip.

Benderoff said he and Gonte had been
involved in an insurance scam with one
of the highest-paid business executives in
Michigan, Gary Shiffman, chief executive
of Sun Communities, a Southfield firm
that develops manufactured home com-

Farmington Hills — When Brian Ben-
deroff and Dr. Billy Gonte returned from
atrip to Las Vegas in 2016, they were stop-
ped by federal agents who discovered
$1.6 million in cash in their luggage.

Gonte told the Homeland Security in-

munities, according to Benderoff and a
motion filed last year in a federal crimi-
nal case against him.

Shiffman and the insurance deal also
are mentioned in an ongoing lawsuit fil-
ed in 2021 in Oakland County Circuit
Court. 

The lawsuit, filed by Benderoff ’s wife,
Amy Mosher, said Shiffman worked with
Gonte to fraudulently sell life insurance
policies covering Shiffman’s mother.
Shiffman, who was the beneficiary, re-
ceived higher payments after Gonte
made his mother seem unhealthy. Mosh-

er is suing Shiffman for ownership of an
unrelated life insurance policy. The case
is scheduled to go to trial on June 12.

A lawyer for Shiffman, Jeff Heuer, de-
clined to speak to The Detroit News for
this story. In a court motion in April, he
said the allegation of insurance fraud is
false and scandalous.

“(Mosher) has made this litigation as
annoying, evasive, expensive and un-
pleasant as possible to extort a large set-
tlement payment,” Heuer wrote. 

Legal saga spills out of suitcase in Detroit airport check
Traveler found with $1.6M
in luggage unleashes tale
entangling top executive

BY FRANCIS X. DONNELLY
The Detroit News

Please see Legal saga, Page 13A

Gary Shiffman, CEO of Sun Communities,
and Brian Benderhoff

Courtesy of Brian Benderoff

Highland Park — Customers inside Shep’s
Barber and Beauty Shop have been talking for
weeks about the estimated $24 million water
and sewer bill owed by the city to a regional
water authority. 

“The weird thing is, everybody I know pays
their water bill, so how can they come in and say
we owe all these millions?” said Dorothy “Dottie”
Harris-Grigsby, owner of the beauty shop. 

Highland Park residents and business owners
like Harris-Grigsby have unanswered questions
about the water and sewerage debt, which stems
from a years-long lawsuit that Highland Park
lost recently to Great Lakes Water Authority,
which provides water service to more than 80
other communities in southeast Michigan.

But as city leaders seek a declaration of a
financial emergency and an expedited bankrupt-
cy from Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, the concern
among this enclave’s 8,900 residents is the fear
of rising water and sewer bills. It is a main topic
at Shep’s Barber and Beauty Shop, which was
founded 79 years ago by Harris-Grigsby’s uncle,
Richard Allen Shepard, and sits on Hamilton
Avenue, two blocks east of the Lodge Freeway.

“The immediate fear is that my water bill is
going to go way up. That’s what a lot of people
are worried about,” Harris-Grigsby said. “If that 

‘I ... just can’t pay any more’
Highland Park residents fear soaring water bills 

BY LOUIS AGUILAR
The Detroit News

Please see Highland Park, Page 12A

“The weird thing is, everybody I know pays
their water bill, so how can they come in say

we owe all these millions?” 
Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Harris-Grigsby

“Alleys used
to be so

clean. Now
there is so

many so full
of weeds
and trash,

people can’t
use them. I
still use my

alley, but it is
full of high
weeds and
other stuff.”

Eban Morales

Milan, Italy — European gov-
ernments have historically been
more aggressive than the United
States in regulating fuel consump-
tion with high gas taxes, favorable
diesel tax breaks and escalating pe-
nalties on non-electric automo-
biles.

That is about to change.
Automakers selling in the Unit-

ed States will face exorbitant feder-
al fines from regulatory bodies by
2026 if they do not meet electric ve-
hicle sales targets. Together with
the goal of California — America’s
largest auto market — to ban gas
engine sales by 2035, that poses a
significant challenge for automak-
ers over the next decade in a mar-
ket where customer prefer gas

power.
“By 2026, the United States will

have the most strict emissions reg-
ulations in the world along with
the Netherlands and France,” said
Alfa Romeo global product chief
Daniel Guzzafame at the media
launch of Alfa’s first electrified ve-
hicle, the subcompact Tonale SUV.
“The fines won’t be in the thou-
sands, they will be in the millions
on automakers in order to move
them toward electrification.”

Unlike in Europe, however, U.S.
customers are largely unaware of
the costly EV transition as penal-
ties are mostly born by automakers
— not consumers. Across the pond,
by contrast, auto buyers have for
years paid penalties for owning 

U.S. mandates to
match Europe’s to
clear way for EVs 
Tightening rules pose signifi�cant challenge
for auto industry over coming decade

BY HENRY PAYNE
The Detroit News

Please see EVs, Page 2A

Washington — The Supreme
Court ruled Thursday that the fam-
ilies of terrorism victims had not
proved Google, Twitter and Face-
book helped foster attacks on their
loved ones, and handed a greater
victory to the tech industry by de-
clining to weigh in on a protective
internet law at the center of the de-
bate over social media regulation.

The families “never allege that,
after defendants established their
platforms, they gave ISIS any spe-
cial treatment or words of encour-

agement,” Justice Clarence Tho-
mas wrote for a unanimous court.
“Nor is there reason to think that
defendants selected or took any ac-
tion at all with respect to ISIS’ con-
tent (except, perhaps, blocking
some of it).”

The case involved allegations
against Twitter, Facebook and Goo-
gle, which owns YouTube. The
court adopted similar reasoning in
a separate lawsuit against Google
filed by a different family.

The narrowly focused rulings
sidestepped requests to limit Sec-
tion 230, a legal provision that pro-
tects social media platforms from
lawsuits over offensive, harmful or
violent content posted by their us-
ers, regardless of whether compa-
nies incentivize or promote those 

Tech giants have
good day in court
Justices sidestep
challenge to social
media protections 

BY ROBERT BARNES 
AND CAT ZAKRZEWSKI

Washington Post

Please see Tech, Page 2A


