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Premium Concrete Floor Coatings Installed The RIGHT Way!
LIMITED TIME SPECIAL

Save 
20% &
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NO INTEREST
NO PAYMENTS 
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We Move We Store We Floor

Ask about GatorGuard’s Exclusive White Glove Treatment

Leave the heavy lifting to us! Let us do the back-breaking job of moving your furniture and room 
contents out before we begin your project. We will store them safely and once your floors are 

complete our team will move all your contents back in! Floor coatings have never been so easy!
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James and Jennifer Crumbley, the
fi�rst parents in America charged in a
mass school shooting, are appealing to
the Michigan Supreme Court, arguing
the decision to charge them for a massa-
cre carried out by their son was “clearly
erroneous,” sets a dangerous precedent
and will “cause injustices.”

“Of course, the desire to hold someone
accountable for the tragedy that oc-
curred at Oxford High School on Novem-
ber 30, 2021 is certainly understandable,
but ‘the temptation to stretch the law to
fi�t the evil is an ancient one, and it must 

Crumbley
parents
appeal to
high court
Their charges ‘dangerous
precedent,’ fi�ling says

Tresa Baldas
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Jennifer Crumbley, left, attorney
Mariell Lehman and James Crumbley
say the shooting was Ethan Crumbley’s
fault. MANDI WRIGHT/DFP

See CRUMBLEY APPEAL, Page 6A

DETROIT – More than 33 million peo-
ple in the United States are driving vehi-
cles that contain a potentially deadly
threat: Air bag infl�ators that in rare cases
can explode in a collision and spew
shrapnel. 

Few of them know it.
And because of a dispute between

federal safety regulators and an air bag
parts manufacturer, they aren’t likely to
fi�nd out anytime soon.

The National Highway Traffi�c Safety
Administration is demanding that the
manufacturer, ARC Automotive of Knox-
ville, Tennessee, recall 67 million infl�a-
tors that could explode with such force
as to blow apart a metal canister and 

More than
30M at risk
from air bags 
NHTSA, manufacturer 
in dispute over infl�ators

Tom Krisher
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See AIR BAG DANGER, Page 10A

Just one medication in her 10-drug
regimen costs $300,000 a year. “So
the fi�ght between the pharmaceutical
companies for drug pricing and the in-
surers, they’re taking it out on the 

A battle between pharmaceutical
companies and health insurers is es-
calating over high-priced specialty
drugs used to treat conditions like
cystic fi�brosis, hemophilia, autoim-
mune disorders, HIV and cancer.

In many ways, patients who are the
most vulnerable say they are in the
crosshairs — left struggling to fi�gure
out how to pay for medicine they need
to survive or have a better quality of
life.

“Drug prices are too high. It’s not a
secret,” said Emily Schaller, 41, of De-
troit, who has cystic fi�brosis, an inher-
ited genetic disorder that can aff�ect
the lungs, pancreas and other organs,
causing a buildup of thick, sticky 
mucus. 

patient.”
Insurers say the pharmaceutical

companies’ assistance really is a mon-
ey grab, while advocates fault insur-
ers’ contention that less-expensive
drugs are available for most of the
conditions in question. 

The medicines Schaller and others
with rare and chronic diseases take
“are 100% saving patients’ lives and if
you don’t know how to get it, if you
don’t have resources and you can’t get
the medication, you could be very
sick,” she said. 

Insurers take money from 
drug companies, don’t apply
it to deductibles

A freshman lawmaker — state Rep.
Carrie Rheingans, D-Ann Arbor — 

CHANGING COPAY RULES WOULD HELP PATIENTS

Michigan lawmaker jumps
into health insurance fi�ght

Emily Schaller, 41, of Detroit, holds a gift a friend who also has cystic fi�brosis made for her that honors a set of lungs and sits on her front porch.
Schaller, who has cystic fi�brosis, takes a host of expensive drugs and treatments. PHOTOS BY MANDI WRIGHT/DETROIT FREE PRESS

“An insurance

company

doesn’t need to

be double

dipping on the

back of a person

who is

struggling to

afford to eat and

be housed.”
State Rep. Carrie
Rheingans, D-Ann Arbor 

Meds paid with assistance don’t apply to deductibles
Kristen Jordan Shamus
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Copay assistance programs help
Schaller pay for expensive medicine,
but the insurance companies won’t
count that toward deductibles. 

See COPAY RULES, Page 3A


