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BATTLE CREEK – Kimberly Carter wanted to make
sure everyone heard her correctly.

Speaking to students, families and community
members inside W.K. Kellogg Auditorium Wednesday
afternoon, the superintendent of Battle Creek Public
Schools reiterated the announcement, that a new
scholarship dubbed the ‘Bearcat Advantage’ will cover
up to 100% of college tuition and fees for all eligible
BCPS graduates, beginning with the graduating class
of 2023.

“The community is investing in you, students, be-
cause we believe in your potential,” Carter said. “I want
to make sure you heard me.”

TEARS OF JOY

Students and community members react to the announcement of the Bearcat Advantage scholarship.
PHOTOS BY BECCA MAHON/BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER

New scholarship to cover
up to 100% of tuition 
Greyson Steele
Battle Creek Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

The number people who died of drug overdoses in
Michigan declined almost 4% in 2022, according to
new provisional data from the federal government.
But the nation hit yet another record, with 109,680
people dying of drug overdoses last year. 

Nationally, the year-over-year increase was sta-
tistically slight – just 0.5% – suggesting a slowing in
the rate of growth in the country’s overdose crisis.

Still, that means for the second year in a row, more
than 100,000 people – roughly the size of Dearborn’s
population – died of drug overdoses. In Michigan,
2,993 people died of drug overdoses, according to the
estimates released Wednesday by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. And experts
warned those numbers are unacceptable.

“This cannot be our new normal that over 100,000
people a year are dying ever single year of overdose,”
said Allison Lin, a University of Michigan psychiatry
professor and researcher who studies addiction.
“That is not something we can tolerate as a society.
This is just a tremendous number of people who are
dying every year. We haven’t turned it around.”

Fentanyl, the potent synthetic opioid, is still driv-
ing the majority of the overdose deaths. But other
drugs are posing threats, including xylazine, an ani-
mal tranquilizer that is not an opioid and does not
respond to naloxone (brand name: Narcan), which
can reverse an opioid overdose if giving in time and
given correctly.

It’s too soon to say that the number of overdose
deaths is leveling off�, said Stella Resko, a Wayne State
University professor who studies substance use.
“Hopefully things will get better. We’re starting to see
a little bit of that in Michigan.” But, she added, “We’re
also cautious about where things will go in the fu-
ture.”

The numbers released Wednesday are provisional
estimates for the 12 months ending Dec. 31, 2022,
which means they will change slightly. However, 

Michigan
sees decline
in overdose
deaths
US hits record high in 2022 
of nearly 110,000 fatalities

Georgea Kovanis
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See OVERDOSES, Page 5A

A federal judge has authorized payment of nearly
$47 million in attorney fees and expenses in a massive
lawsuit arising from Flint’s drinking water supply, but
tens of thousands of residents who sued seven years
ago will still have to wait months longer before they
receive their fi�rst dime.

The Free Press reported in April that the lawsuit
settled for $626.25 million in 2021, but the claims ad-
ministration process has been marked by delays, a

vendor shake-up, and likely cost overruns.
Residents who were told at that time not to expect

any checks before the end of this year could at least
know that attorneys in the case were in the same boat
and had yet to receive a dime for what in many cases
was years of work.

That will soon change, after U.S. District Judge 
Judith Levy on Friday ordered the payment of $39.64
million in attorney fees and $7.1 million in legal 
expenses she had approved earlier. 

Flint water case lawyers get paid,
residents will have to wait longer
Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

See FLINT LAWYERS, Page 3A

Are you looking for an OB/GYN? 
Our team of OB/GYN providers in Calhoun County offers a variety of services to meet the specific needs 
of women at every stage of life. Whether you’re having a baby, need information about family planning, 
have gynecological concerns or just need an annual check-up, we can help.

Call today to schedule your appointment. 
Marshall (269) 245-5452
Battle Creek (269) 979-6432
Bronsonhealth.com                                      

Battle Creek Public Schools Superintendent
Kimberly Clark greets W.K. Kellogg Foundation
President and CEO La June Montgomery Tabron
during a ceremony announcing the Bearcat
Advantage scholarship.See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 3A


