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STILL CLEANING SILT

BY MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
sided with Google, Twitter 
and Facebook in lawsuits 
seeking to hold them liable 
for terrorist attacks. But 
the justices sidestepped the 
big issue hovering over the 
cases, the federal law that 
shields social media compa-
nies from being sued over 
content posted by others.

The justices unanimously 
rejected a lawsuit alleging 
that the companies allowed 
their platforms to be used 
to aid and abet an attack 
at a Turkish nightclub that 
killed 39 people in 2017.

In the case of an Amer-
ican college student who 
was killed in an Islamic 
State terrorist attack in 
Paris in 2015, a unanimous 
court returned the case to a 
lower court, but said there 
appeared to be little, if any-
thing, left of it.

The high court initially 
took up the Google case to 
decide whether the com-
panies’ legal shield for the 
social media posts of oth-
ers, contained in a 1996 law 
known as Section 230, is too 
broad.

Instead, though, the court 

said it was not necessary to 
reach that issue because 
there is little tying Google 
to responsibility for the Par-
is attack.

“We therefore decline to 
address the application of 
Section 230 to a complaint 
that appears to state little, 
if any, plausible claim for 
relief,” the court wrote in an 
unsigned opinion.

The outcome is, at least 
for now, a victory for the 
tech industry, which pre-
dicted havoc on the internet 
if Google lost. But the high 
court remains free to take 
up the issue in a later case.

“The Court will eventu-
ally have to answer some 
important questions that it 
avoided in today’s opinions. 
Questions about the scope 
of platforms’ immunity un-
der Section 230 are conse-
quential and will certainly 
come up soon in other cas-
es,” Anna Diakun, staff at-
torney at the Knight First 
Amendment Institute at 
Columbia University, said in 
an emailed statement.

Google general counsel 
Halimah DeLaine Pra-
do said an email that the 
company will “continue 
our work to safeguard free 
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A Gardiner city employee operates a wheel loader with a spinning broom Thursday to clear silt left in grass at Gardiner Landing, on the banks of 
the Kennebec River. Crews are still cleaning up after river flooding earlier this month left most of the park underwater.

BY JESSICA LOWELL
Kennebec Journal

GARDINER — Gardiner 
city councilors are mulling 
whether and how to spend 
money they have in reserve 
during the budget year that 
begins July 1.

At the conclusion of the 
budget review at Wednes-
day’s City Council meeting, 
District 1 Councilor Terry 
Berry asked whether ad-
ditional funds could be set 
aside to pay for a citywide 
property revaluation.

Other councilors had al-
ternative ideas for how 
money in the city’s undes-
ignated fund balance could 
be used for other city proj-
ects, including paying to 
fix storm-related flooding 
damage on Harrison Ave-
nue and a sewer line under 
Church Street that is failing 
and was discovered earlier 
this month, neither of which 
is in the proposed budget.

The undesignated fund 
balance is not exactly a sav-
ings account, but it is a fi-
nancial cushion. It is money 
that has not been designat-
ed to be spent for a specific 
purpose, but can be used for 
emergencies. Because the 
money comes from proper-
ty taxes, it is often used to 
bring down the property tax 
rate.

City officials are propos-
ing to spend $7.5 million in 
the next fiscal year, a 4% 
increase to the current bud-
get. Most of the increase is 
for salaries and benefits.

That level of spending 
would add 20 cents to the 
city’s share of the Gardiner 
property tax bill, but that 
would not be the only in-
crease taxpayers see. The 
Gardiner-area school dis-
trict is finalizing its budget, 
which could add $1.25 to the 
current tax rate of $22.20 
per $1,000 of assessed val-
uation. The assessment for 
Kennebec County govern-
ment will add 5 cents to the 
property tax rate.

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, demand for Maine 
real estate has increased 
and property values have 
risen. While municipalities 
complete an annual valu-
ation to reflect changes in 
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BY KAITLYN BUDION
Morning Sentinel

 
BENTON — As the ale-

wife has seen a resur-
gence in central Maine in 
recent years, so too will a 
festival named for the fish 
that’s native to Maine riv-
ers.

The Benton Alewife 
Festival is set to make its 
return Saturday after the 
coronavirus pandemic 
forced its cancellation for 
a few years. It is planned 
to be held from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. along Clinton Ave-
nue near the Benton Town 
Office in Riverside Park, 
which looks down on the 
Sebasticook River where 
millions of alewives will 
travel this spring.

It’s the first time the fes-
tival will be held 
since 2019, ac-
cording to Amy 
Gagnon, one of 
the festival orga-
nizers.

The festival 
celebrates the 
annual alewife 
migration up the 
river, when the 
fish travel up-
stream for about 
a month in the 
spring to reach 
lakes and ponds 
to spawn.

Some new fea-
tures this year include 
a walking path from the 

park to the Benton Falls 
Dam, where there will 
be tours of the fish lift at 

the dam, and 
live music by 
bluegrass band 
The Oystermen, 
Gagnon said. 
Other offerings 
at the festival 
will include a 
fire truck, wood 
carving demon-
stration, a bee-
keeper, Smokey 
Bear and forest 
rangers from 
the Maine For-
est Service.

It was a bit of 
a challenge to 

bring the festival back this 
year, because many volun-

teers who were involved in 
past years were not avail-
able, Gagnon said. But the 
alewives and the festival 
are an important part of 
the town, and organizers 
were determined to res-
urrect the event, she said.

“We’re hoping to con-
tinue bringing a greater 
awareness to the impor-
tance of the alewives and 
the Sebasticook River, and 
also to come together as a 
community,” Gagnon said.

The festival began in 2012 
when the Edwards Dam in 
Augusta and the Fort Hal-
ifax Dam in Winslow, both 
on the Kennebec River, 
were removed, allowing 

Alewives see resurgence

Benton festival resuming for first time since 2019

Michael G. Seamans/Morning Sentinel
Fishermen from Friendship Harbor fish for alewives May 
11 on the Sebasticook River, below the Benton Falls 
Dam. Alewives have seen a resurgence in central Maine, 
and the Benton Alewife Festival is planned for Saturday to 
celebrate the fish’s annual migration up the Sebasticook.

“We’re 
hoping to 
continue bringing 
a greater 
awareness to the 
importance of 
the alewives.”

AMY GAGNON 
FESTIVAL ORGANIZER
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BY RANDY BILLINGS
Portland Press Herald

 
AUGUSTA — Top Repub-

licans said they remain op-
timistic about their chanc-
es to pass structural tax 
reform this year, but Gov. 
Janet Mills and Democrat-
ic leaders have shown no 
signs of conceding to the 
minority party’s central 
demand amid record state 
revenues and surpluses.

The debate is expected to 
heat up next week as the 
Legislature’s tax commit-
tee takes up Republican tax 
reduction proposals and the 
budget-writing committee 
delves into Mills’ proposal 

for $900 million in spend-
ing initiatives that would be 
added to the two-year state 
budget passed in March.

At a news conference 
Thursday, Republicans 
said they hope that Mills 
and Democrats will in-
clude some of their priori-
ties, which include welfare 
reform, school safety and 
mental health care in addi-

tion to tax relief, in order to 
receive bipartisan support.

Senate Minority Leader 
Trey Stewart, R-Presque 
Isle, said existing state 
services, along with pub-
lic schools and municipal 
revenue sharing programs, 
are fully funded for the next 
two years after Democrats 
passed a partial $9.9 billion 
budget in March without 

Republican support. And 
now it’s time for structur-
al tax reform, rather than 
piecemeal tax credits or 
one-time checks, he argued.

“What we’re talking about 
quite literally is the excess 
above and beyond every-
thing else, and that’s what 
the fight is going to look like 
for the next month or so,” 
Stewart said. “That’s where 
you’re going to see the big-
gest contrast between Re-
publicans and Democrats.”

Mills’ budget change pack-
age allocates another $900 
million, which would bring 
the two-year budget to 
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Republicans hopeful Democrats will consider cutting state spending, tax overhaul
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Top Republicans in Augusta say they remain optimistic about 
their chances to pass structural tax reform this year, but Gov. 
Janet Mills and Democratic leaders have shown no signs of 
conceding. Above, the Senate Chamber in April at the Maine 
State House.
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