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Walter Gorman
picked through
T-shirts for his
daughter at
Gillette Stadium in
Foxborough,
where hundreds of
Taylor Swift fans
lined up for hours
Thursday for
merchandise, B5.
Tips for those
going to weekend
shows, G1.
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State lawmakers join an urgent push
to create laws governing artificial in-
telligence and protecting privacy. B5.

Populations rebounded in many major
US cities after losses from the COVID-
19 pandemic. A2.

Leaders of the G-7 nations are
meeting and new possible sanctions
against Russia are on the docket. A4.

The Winthrop Center tower is near
completion, remaking the Financial
District skyline after its struggle for
financing during at the start of the
pandemic. B5.

Shortstop Xander Bogaerts, coming to
town to face the Red Sox, expressed
no regrets in leaving Boston, despite
the struggles of his new team, the San
Diego Padres. C1.
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Last week, when national figures
showed a significant uptick in new claims
for unemployment insurance benefits,
some analysts took it as a sign that higher
interest rates were finally cooling the la-
bormarket.
Turns out they were wrong. What

drove the number higher was a flood of
fraudulent claims filed in one state —
Massachusetts. Sure enough, this week
new jobless claims dropped sharply in
line with longer trends.
TheMassachusetts Department of Un-

employment Assistance released a state-
ment blaming “an uptick in fraudulent at-
tempts to access unemployment insur-
ance benefits,” just as “fraudulent

attempts are increasing across the coun-
try.” Analysts who track weekly unem-
ployment claims singled out Massachu-
setts, though Kentucky mentions a prob-
lem with “imposter” claims on its
website.
Such identity theft previously hitMas-

sachusetts and other states at the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic three years
ago.
TheMassachusetts agency says it is ex-

amining claims carefully and, of the most
recent batch of applications, approved
only 12 percent after an initial review, re-
jected 25 percent, and withheld approval
of the remaining 63 percent pending ad-
ditional identification verification.
One explanation for why Massachu-

setts suddenly was targeted is because it
has among the most generous state un-
employment benefits.
Fraud emerged as a major problem

across the country during the height of
the pandemic, when states were inundat-
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Spike in jobless claims
blamed on fraud in Mass.
State flooded with
suspect applications,
skewing US figures

Friday: Clouds coming, breezy.
High 68-73, low 51-56.

Saturday:Windy, heavy rains.
High 64-69, low 56-61.

Sunrise: 5:19. Sunset: 8:03.

Weather and comics, G8-9.

Obituaries, C9.

Mid-night rain
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US Attorney Rachael Rollins appears unlikely
to face federal prosecution for her “extraordinary
abuse” of power, even though investigators deter-
mined she lied under oath and violated a federal
ethics lawmultiple times, two government watch-
dog agencies disclosed in scathing reports this
week.
But she could still face great legal exposure be-

fore theMassachusetts Board of Bar Overseers, ac-
cording to experts and legal analysts, who say the
state regulators have wide leeway to investigate
and bring sanctions, up to revoking her law li-
cense.
“I think she needs to lawyer up and get some

good advice from a legal ethics lawyer,” said Kath-
leen Clark, a professor of law at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis and a government ethics ex-
pert. “Because I think she faces the possibility of
professional discipline.”
Two government investigations this week

found that Rollins repeatedly committed ethical
breaches and misused her office in her 16 months
as US attorney. The Department of Justice’s In-
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Prosecution unlikely,
despite ‘extraordinary
abuse’ of power
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WASHINGTON — It wasn’t long ago Massa-
chusetts Democratic Senators Elizabeth Warren
and Ed Markey couldn’t heap enough praise on
Massachusetts US Attorney Rachael Rollins.
They not only recommended her to the White

House for the job but had her back throughout a
brutal confirmation fight that saw her squeak
through the Senate on a party-line vote.
Now, in the wake of two federal reports excori-

ating Rollins’s conduct in office, they — along with
numerous other Massachusetts politicians who
backed Rollins in her rise through politics — are
facing difficult questions about red flags they may
have missed in their ardent advocacy. Rollins has
announced she will submit her resignation on Fri-
day.
This week, the two senators expressed shock

and disappointment at the reports released
Wednesday, which detailed numerous ethical vio-
lations. Yet Markey highlighted the White House’s
role in her final selection when asked about any
lapses in reviewing her nomination, instead of his
andWarren’s.
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Senators
face fallout
over help
for Rollins
Warren,Markeywere ardent
backers ofUS attorney
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WORCESTER — The discovery
of missing 5-year-old Jeremiah Oli-
ver’s body in a suitcase by the side
of a road in Central Massachusetts
in 2014 shocked residents around
the state, prompting heavy scrutiny
of the Department of Children and
Families’ practices and reforms to

policy.
A decade later, his mother’s boy-

friend is now charged with his
murder.
Alberto L. Sierra, 32, pleaded

not guilty to one count of murder
and another of disinterring a body
during his brief arraignment
Thursday in Worcester Superior
Court, where the judge ordered
him held without bail.
In a statement, prosecutors said

Thursday that the medical examin-
er had determined Jeremiah’s
death to be a homicide and the
cause as “homicidal violence of un-
determined” cause.
Prosecutors gave little other in-

formation about the indictment of
Sierra this week other than that de-
tectives in Worcester County had
“continued to work the case” in the
intervening years. Authorities had
alluded to further charges against
Sierra for years, in 2017 calling
him the “principal actor” in the
child’s death.
But none came until this week.

“Here we are today, seeing the
beginning of justice happen,” Fitch-
burg Police Chief Ernest Martineau
said after the Thursday court hear-
ing. “Anything that happens to a
child just eats at your soul.”
Jeremiah, remembered at his

funeral as a happy, smiling boy
who loved to play in the dirt and
collect bugs, was last seen in Sep-
tember 2013, though his disap-
pearance was not reported until
December of that year when his sis-
ter told school officials he was
missing. That month, both Sierra
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A charge of murder, a decade later
The brutal slaying of 5-year-old boy led
to changes in how state monitors families
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A willet landed on
Plymouth Beach
Thursday.

By Sabrina Shankman
GLOBE STAFF

Each summer, like clockwork, thousands of whimbrels,
an elegant shorebirdwith a long, thin beak, hatch along the
Arctic tundra. Their parents soon depart, and when the
hatchlings are old enough, theymake their way, too—guid-
ed by intuition to stop on Cape Cod to feed and rest before

continuing on to Brazil.
It’s a migration as steady as the tide.

No one tells themwhere to go, they just
go. Which is why it’s so disturbing that,
like dozens of other shorebird species,
the whimbrels are not showing up like

they used to.
In a new study, researchers from the United States and

Canada analyzed nearly four decades of observations of
shorebirds along the Atlantic coast, finding that almost ev-
ery species is in decline — some experiencingmore than 50
percent losses since 1980. Whimbrels are among the most
affected, with a nearly 80 percent population decline.
“When we start to lose birds, it should be a really big
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ABSENCE,
WHERE
THE SURF
MEETS THE
SHORE

A precipitous fall in the
number of migrating coastal
birds stuns biologists, hints at
challenging climate problems

Delaney drops out
The former New Hampshire attorney general
withdrew his name as a nominee to serve on the
First US Circuit Court of Appeals. B1.


