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BY PAUL COBLER
Staff writer

The battle against litter and blight
in Baton Rouge was given another
boost on Wednesday when the Met-
ro Council approved a measure that
should allow the city-parish to start
taking down abandoned signs.

The ordinance targets not only
temporary signs that can litter the
city after events and elections, but
also more permanent signs affixed to
buildings or the ground that are left
behind when a business closes.

“These types of signs tend to fade

into the background as we drive
around,” said Trey Godfrey, Ba-
ton Rouge Area Chamber senior
vice president of policy. “Once you
start noticing them, you can’t unsee
them.”

BRAC lobbied the city-parish
to update its ordinances after
a resident filmed and photo-
graphed abandoned signs located
across the parish and presented
the materials to the organization
and city-parish officials, Godfrey
said.

The ordinance, unanimously ap-
proved during the council’s zoning

meeting, gives city officials the pow-
er to deem a sign abandoned after 90
days if it doesn’t have a message, it’s
in poor condition, or it’s pertaining to
an event that has already happened
or a business that’s no longer oper-
ating. The owner of the property
where the sign is located will then be
given 15 days to remove it or face
fines and the city-parish removing
the sign at the property owners’ ex-
pense.

While the enforcement is handled
by the city-parish, the effectiveness

BR’s war on blight
targets abandoned signs

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY TRAVIS SPRADLING
An ordinance approved by the East Baton Rouge Parish Metro Council targets temporary signs that can litter the city
after events and elections as well as more permanent signs.
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BY JAMES FINN
Staff writer

Yet again, Louisiana is awash in one-time cash
— $2.2 billion in better-than-expected tax collec-
tions over the past two years, a figure well beyond
what forecasters predicted just a few months ago,
according to new analyses unveiled Thursday.

But, as rapper Biggie Smalls said, more money
can also spell more problems.

What to do with the largesse has emerged as the
biggest political rift of the Legis-
lature’s current session. An infu-
sion of $323 million in extra cur-
rent-year tax collections reported
Thursday by the state’s Revenue
Estimating Conference, on top of
$1.8 billion that had already been
recognized, is bound to escalate
that debate.

The Senate and Gov. John Bel
Edwards want portions of the one-time cash spent
on a slate of infrastructure costs. Edwards also
wants $296 million in recurring money spent on
$3,000 raises for K-12 public school teachers plus
a $1,500 hike for support staff.

Bucking those wishes, the House recently ad-
vanced a budget package that stripped out the
teacher raises, plus a number of Edwards’ other
education priorities, and pitched using the extra
money to pay down state pension debt.

The situation has created a schism between
the House and Senate over whether to breach a
key state spending limit, which they must do to
spend the extra cash as Edwards and the Sen-
ate propose. The constitutionally mandated cap
on annual spending growth limits lawmakers to
spending only about $460 million more in the cur-
rent year and $500 million in the following budget
cycle, forecasters say.

In a speech on the Senate floor on Thursday,
Senate President Page Cortez urged lawmakers to
breach the limit, listing a number of projects that
would go unfunded if they don’t. The Legislature
has to muster two-thirds majority votes in each
chamber to adjust the limit.

“It was never contemplated that they’d have
a surplus. They didn’t know what a surplus was
back then, there was no such thing,” Cortez told
senators, describing the period in the 1990s when

Spending
battles
heat up

Rift over whether to exceed key
cap driving debate over budget

ä See SPENDING, page 5A

BY ELLYN COUVILLION
Staff writer

Services across Louisiana government
— from getting a driver’s license to regis-
tering a boat to working with Medicaid —
were unavailable Thursday after a com-
puter problem hobbled state agencies.

The outage, caused by a hardware fail-
ure of a firewall, affected all state cabi-
net-level agencies, said Jacques Berry, a
spokesperson with the state Division of
Administration. It started overnight be-
tween Wednesday and Thursday.

“We worked through the night,” Berry
said Thursday morning.

State officials originally thought ser-
vice would be restored during the work-
day, but said later in the afternoon that

Computer
problems shut
downmany
state services

ä See COMPUTER, page 5A

Cortez

Metro Council OKs measure to allow city-parish to take down eyesores

“These types of signs tend to fade into the background as we drive
around. Once you start noticing them, you can’t unsee them.”

TREY GODFREY, Baton Rouge Area Chamber senior vice president of policy

ä See SIGNS, page 5A

BY JACQUELINE DEROBERTIS
Staff writer

In a fight over a contentious 2,000-lot subdivision,
some residents have filed a lawsuit asking a Livings-
ton Parish judge to force local officials to rescind a
planning and zoning approval and deny other permits,
which would prevent the developer from proceeding
with the project.

Livingston Parish residents have fought for more
than a year against the impending reality of a Deer
Run subdivision. Slated for 4-H Club Road across from
Hillon Hood Road in the Denham Springs area, the ex-
pansive project has been at the forefront of the par-
ish’s ongoing tensions over the pace of new construc-
tion and population growth.

In recent weeks, Ascension Properties Inc., the

Residents file
suit over

subdivision

ä See SUIT, page 5A

LIVINGSTON PARISH

STAFF PHOTO BY MICHAEL JOHNSON
Traffic rolls over an area of road construction along 4-H Club Road in
Livingston Parish near a controversial proposed subdivision.


